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PREFACE. 

T HAVE not only adopted the 
machinery of Le Sage, to repre- 
fent the manners of the prefent 
times, but have alfo taken the li 
berty to make this work a regular 
Continuation of the Diable Boiteux of 
that admirable writer. 

It has been my intention to paint, 
as he has done, though with a far 
inferior pencil, after living nature ; 
and to give my piftures the advan 
tage of a juft refemblance, rather 

than 
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than the attractive colourings of 
imagination. The manner in which 
this work is executed, muft be left 
to the candour of thofe who may 
honour it with their attention: I 
can only obferve in its favour, that 
every chara&er and circumflance 
delineated or defcribed in it, is taken 
from the perfons and events of th 
frefcnt period. 



I have, fometimes, indeed, repre- 
fented a complete virtue, vice, or 
foible, as exifting in one mind, which 
has been fele&ed from its operations 
on various congenial characters. 
The hiftory of the Univerfal Spy, 
in the firft volume, is an example : 

It 
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It is not, indeed, to be fuppofed for 
a moment, that the numerous ec 
centricities there attributed to him, 
were ever to be found in one man; 
but I will venture to affert, that 
there is not a lingle act related of his 
life, which has not been, in fome 
way or other, performed by perfons 
of his peculiar cafl of character. 

I mall only add, that, if the pub 
lic mould condefcend to be pleafed 
with thefe volumes, there are three 
or four more at their fervice. 



THE AUTHOR. 



CHAP. I. 

The Means which DON CLEOFAS LEANDRO 
PEREZ ZAMBULLO, employed to releafethe 
DEVIL upon Two STICKS frtm the Power 
ef the MAGICIAN, and the Caufe of tkelf 
Journey to ENGLAND. 

WHEN the ceremonies and public 
feftivity attendant upon the mar 
riage of Don Cleofas with his Seraphin^, 
wert concluded, and the enchanted Bride 
groom began to recover a little from, 
the delirium of happinefs, the probable 
fituation of his friend Afmodeus, to whom 
he owed it all, prefled home upon his 
thoughts; fc If," faid he, the Devil upon 
VOL I. A Two 
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Two Sticks were at liberty, I fhould moft 
certainly have feen him : I am afraid, there 
fore, that he languifhes under the cruel pow 
er of the Magician, who may at this mo 
ment be loading him with added tortures, 
for that temporary efcape to which I am fo 
infinitely indebted. It muft not be," con 
tinued Cleofas; " I will go myfelf to the 
enchanter, and if m'y entreaties will not 
foften him, my gold, perhaps, may bribe 
him j but, if both thefe means Ihould fail, 
the power and influence I now polfefs, may 
give fuch force to my menaces as to frighten 
him into compliance. I am now become 
related to more than one of thofe who are 
in the direction of the HolyOffice, and their 
power, if neceffary, lhall be called forth to 
afflft me. It is againft the intereft of the 
Inquifition that fuch a devil mould be in 
confinement." Indeed, fo intent was he 
upon the execution of this bufmefs, thai 
the charming and fond Seraphina was, for 
a Ihort time, forgotten, in his anxious impa- 
xicnce to complete it. 

With 
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With no common folicitude did he wait 
for the approach of night, when he ftole 
unobfcrved from his hotel, and gained ad 
mittance to the Magician; who, having 
heard the hiltory of Don Cleofas, and the 
object of his errand, difcovered no fmali 
degree of alarm and confufion. " I have 
for fome time apprehended," faidhe, "the 
burfting of a florin upon me, but could 
not difcover from whom, or from what 
quarter it was to come : the moment then 
approaches that I am to encounter the full 
force of it, and to experience the fruits of my 
folly, in trufting to the vain imagination, 
that the Devil will not, at laft, prove too 
many for the moft cunning among -us, al 
though \ve have him corked up in' a hot- ' 
tie." " Be not afraid, Signior Magician," 
faid Don Cleofas, "of me, or the power 
which I may pofieis to hurt you. I only 
afk the deliverance of the Devil upon Two 
Sticks; and, that requeft being granted, you' Y 
may proceed in forming your fpclls, ancf 11 
. your talifmans unhurt, and unin j ^ 
A 2 terrupted 
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terrupted by me.'* The old man, heav 
ing a deep figh, immediately quitted the 
chamber, and returned in a few minute?, 
accompanied by Afmodeus; who, having 
embraced his deliverer, they both took 
leave of the reluctant Aftrologer, and found 
themfelves, after a few moments Might, in 
the cabinet of Don Cleofas. <e Well," 
cried he, in a tone of no common tri 
umph, tf Afmodeus will at leaft acknow 
ledge, that I am not ungrateful." " I will 
acknowledge it, my Lord/' replied the 
Demon, <f from my very foul j nor lhall 
you have occafion, throughout your life, to 
fuppofe that a devil cannot equal man 
kind in gratitude. You have preferved 
me from what, I believe, would have been 
a long, as I know it to have been a moll 
cruel imprifonment; but that hiftory fhall 
be referved for another opportunity. As I 
lhall fee occafion to do you fervice, or afford 
you amufement, you may depend upon be 
ing vifited by rnej but, at prefent, I will 
not detain you from the impatient beauty, 

who 
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who is murmuring forth the tendereft re 
proaches for your delay. Though it is my 
intereft, as it is my duty, to increafe the 
dominion of Hell, I owe you too much, 
to keep you a moment from Heaven." The 
Devil upon Two Sticks immediately va- 
nifhed, and Don Cleofas haftened to pof- 
fefs that Heaven in the arms of the ena 
moured Seraphina. 

Such a flate of happinefs as was expe* 
rienced by Don Cleofas Leandro Perej 
Zambullo, for the courle of nine years, 
has been the k>t of very few. The pof- 
feffion of beauty, wealth, honours, pub 
lic refpect and private efteem nor {hall 
I omit the occafional viiits of the Devil 
upon Two Sticks all combined to render 
him the happieR of mankind. But hu 
manity had its claims upon him, and they 
muft be.fatislied. This brilliant fcene, at 
length, drew near its period ; and thefud- 
den illnefsof his father-in-law, Don Pedro 
-de Efcolano, threw the firft cloud over it. 
A 3 The 
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The two principal phyficians of Madrid 
being gone ten leagues from thence, to at 
tend a rich Abbot, who was feized with a 
violent fit of the cholic. and Don Pedro's 
attack appearing to demand immediate af. 
fiftance, a young dodlor of the neigh 
bourhood was fent for, and comforted the 
afflicted family with an affurance, that the 
noble patient was in no immediate danger; 
and that he had every reafonable hope of 
refloring him, in the courfe of a few days, 
to health and to them. 

Indeed, Don Peclro was fo much reco 
vered the morning after his attack, as to 
fit up in his bed and converie with thofe 
around him. At this period, the two 
phyiicians already mentioned, arrived from 
the country, who, on examining the pa 
tient, treated the favourable prognoftica- 
tions of the young doctor with hefitation, 
and prefcribed their remedies. In the even 
ing the poor old Lord grew worfe : the 
phyficians attended, and again prefcribed. 
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In the morning the diforder increafed, and 
two other learned brethren of the faculty 
were called in, to confult on the danger 
ous crifis ; they unfortunately prefcribed 
alfo ; and, in three days, Don Pedro de 
Efcolano was no more. 

Seraphina mourned the lofs of a tender 

1 

and affectionate parent with an extreme af 
fliction, that neither the moft folicitous re- 
prefentations of her friends, nor the moft 
anxious attentions of the hufband fhe 
adored, could diminifh. The violence of 
her grief, with the fatigue fhe had under 
gone in an unremitted attendance upon her 
father, brought on a moft violent fever, 
and a very advanced ftate of pregnancy 
tended to increafe the dangerous fymptoms 
of her diforder. The fame phyficians whs 
had been fo unfuccefsful with the father, 
were not more fortunate in prefcribing re 
medies for the daughter ; and at the end 
of five days, during the three laft of which 
me had been- delirious, the charming Se- 
A 4 raphina 
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raphina for ever left her much loved Don 
Cleofas, in a ftate of diffraction little infe 
rior to that from which fhe had been juft 
delivered. 

So deeply was he afflicted for the lofs he 
had fuftained, that it was fome time before 
he paid any attention whatever to the ob 
jects around him, or even noticed, with any 
particular regard, the four lovely pledges 
that Seraphina had left him. At length 
he began to recover from the violence of 
his grief, and to attend, in fome degree, to 
the arrangement of his affairs, the prattle 
of his children, and the kindnefs of his 
friends. 

Among the number of thofe who prefTed 
their conibiations upon him at this period, 
he received a vifit from the Devil upon Two 
Sticks. (t Ah, my friend," exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, on feeing him, " to what diflant 
corner of the world have your infernal er 
rands carried you, that you have been ab^ 

feiij. 
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fent from me at a feafon when I was in 
fuch extreme want of your affiftance. 
When I faw you laft, I was the happieft of 
mortals I am now, alas ! the moft mi- 
ferable of human beings: the adorable 
Seraphina is taken from me and I am de- 
folate." Here he burft into a flood of 
tears, and the compaffionate Demon, when 
they had, in fome degree, fubfided, ad- 
(IrefTed him in the following manner : 

" It is necefTary for me, I find," faid 
the Demon, " to allure you, once again, 
that my power has its limits. I could nei 
ther fave your father, nor your wife, from 
their fate. I was not, believe me, inat 
tentive to their danger or your fbrrow. 
Jt was your faithful friend who fent the 
young phyfician to the affiftance of Don 
Pedro de Efcolanoj and if no other had 
viiited him, neither he nor Seraphina 
would have been in their graves. He is 
a young man not fufficientiy practifed in 
the tricks, nor fo perverted by the preju- 
A 5 dices 
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dices of his trade, as to be proud of dif- 
play ing his ignorance - t nor is he become 
fo hard-hearted as to be carelefs of its 
confequences : fearing, therefore, to rely 
on his fkill, he left the bulinefs to na 
ture, which was all that nature wanted. 
The other phylicians, trufting wholly to 
their fage prefcriptions, and leaving no 
thing to lilly nature, foon put an end to 
their patient. Seraphina's diforder," con 
tinued he, cf was incurable from the begin 
ning. All the fkill of medicine, though 
Hippocrates himfelf had rifen from the 
dead to exert it, would have been in vain. 
That Power, my friend, which gives life 
and death, has brought matters to their 
prefent bearing. You will do well, there 
fore, to fubmit with patience, and be thank 
ful rather for the good you have received, 
than be angry at the misfortune that has 
overtaken you. For who, my noble fir, 
has known fo much happinefs as has been 
crouded into the nine laft years of your 
life? It is one bright fpot, on which I can 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely fee a fpeck of infelicity. It is not- 
for me to mention religion ; but, furely, 
you do not confult your reafon when you- 
deplore, with fo much violence, that you- 
are not deftined to baik in eternal funflii-ne. 
Let me conjure you to receive confolation; 
oheriih the memory of that excellence 
you have loft j live a widower to it through 
the reft of your days : be yourfelf a pat 
tern to her fons ; and live to tell her daugh 
ters what their mother was, and what they- 
ought to be. The Seraphinas which you 
pofTefs, muft confole you for the one of 
which you are bereaved. You muft be fen- 
fible, Don Cleofas, (continued the Devil 
upon Two Sticks,) how fincere and ar 
dent my gratitude is for the fervices you 
have rendered me, when I counfel you to 
act in a manner fo contrary to the -tenor 
of my infernal commifiion. Were I to do 
my duty, and did I act towards you as 
I have ever acted towards the reft of man 
kind, I mould leave you to whine, weep,- 
and be inconfolable during the firft month - t 
lure you to an extravagant and faithlefs 
A 6 mif- 
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miftrefs in the fecond; and, at the end 
of twelve months, marry you to a co 
quette ; who, by her arts and her exccfTes* 
would, in a few years, bring you to the 
conclufion of your fortune, your honour, 
and, perhaps your life. But I mall now leave 
you," faid Afmodeus, tf to your reflec 
tions 5 and when I perceive that you are 
recovered from your prefent ftate of irre- 
folution and defpondency, I mall have a 
propofal to make to you, which, if it 
ineets with your acceptance, may help to 
renew, in fome degree, your former fa- 
tisfadlion, diffipate your prefent chagrin, 
and reftore you to yourfelf." At thefe 
words, the Demon difappearedj leaving 
Don Cleofas to revolve in his mind the 
counfels which had been fo kindly admi- 
niftered to him. 

He did revolve them again and again, and 
found himfelf, every fuccefiive day, more 
and more difpofed to adopt them : till, at 
length, he actually became impatient to 
give Ajjnodeus a proof that his admonU 
% tions 
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lions had been fuccefsful, by declaring a 
readineis to comply with his propofals, 
whatever they might be. 

In this ftate of mind, as he was fitting 
beneath fome trees on the Prado, the De- 
\ il upon Two Sticks appeared before him. 
cc Ah, my dear friend," faid Don Cieofas, 
embracing him with the greateft eager - 
nefs, <f how I rejoice to fee you ! I have, 
many a weary day, been longing for the 
pleafure I now poffefs." " Nor does it give 
me lefs fatisfacYion," anfwered Afmodeus, 
" to fee you reftored to fomefenfe of enjoy 
ment, and to find that a capacity for plea 
fure is renewed in you. Be allured, my 
noble Lord, that man was not born to die 
of grief, cfpecially for the lofsof a wife ; 
though, if fuch an end could be excufa- 
ble in any one, it would be fo in you." 

t Ah, fpare me, I befeech you," cried 
Don Cieofas, " and let us retire to my 
cabinet, where we may converfe without 
apprehenfion of being overheard, or inter 
rupted/' 
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rupted." " Fear not either the one or the 
other/' anfwered the cripple, " I will under 
take to protedt you from. both, in the place 
where we are; and fhall proceed todifclofe 
the plan of which I gave fome clifhmt 
hints at our laft meeting. You cannot but 
remember," continued he, " that, the day 
after I had been fummoned by the Magician 
to return to his barbarous confinement, 
you came to this place, and, fitting beneath 
thefe trees, apoftrophifed your then impri- 
foned friend. ' I cannot,' you exclaimed, 
c too much regret the abfence of my dear 
Afmodeus ; he would, in a mort time, have 
carried me all over the world, and I mould 
have made the tour without any of the in- 
conveniencies to which travelling is liable.' 
Now, to make that very tour, which you 
then fo much regrettedjis the propofal that 
I have to offer to you." " Then," replied 
Don Cleofas, " I accept it with pleafure, 
and am ready to accompany you wherever 
you will pleafe to condudY me." " The 
journey will not be an unpleafant one," 
anfwered the Demon; <c and the moment- 
3 I have 
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I have difpatcheda little buiinefs I have in. 
hand with a few virgins, who are tired of 
the name a fcore or two of wives, who 
are tired of their hufbands and not a few 
\vidows, who are tired of fleeping alone, 
I mall be ready to attend you. In the 
mean time, you will arrange your affairs, 
and announce to your friends and family, 
that, to eafe your defponding mind, you 
are determined to make a voyage to Eng 
land, as that is the country to which we 
mail ftrft direct our flight, for reafons that 
I may hereafter explain. Farewell, then r " 
faid Afmodeus j " and this day fortnight 
I defire you will hold yourfelf in readinefs 
for our departure." 

Don Cleofas did not delay to make the 
necefiary arrangements, and on the day 
appointed, the Devil upon Two Sticks pre- 
fented himfelf to his friend j when, wrap 
ping him in his mantle, he bid him have 
courage, and bore him away with a degree 
of fwiftnefs that no human comparifon can 
illuftrate. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

lie sir rival of DON CLEO^AS LEANDRO 
PEREZ ZAMBULLO, and the DEVIL -upon 
T\vo STICKS, In ENGLAND. 

A GENTLE (lumber rendered Don 
* ** Cleofas infenfible to the nature or 
rapidity of his voyage, til} fuddenly awak 
ing, he found himfelf at the Demon's fide, 
on the top of a lofty column, from whence 
he looked down on a city, whofe grandeur 
and extent, filled him with an aftonifhment 
that he knew not how to exprefs. " At 
length, my friend," faid Afmodeus, " you 
are arrived, and, as I truft, you will ac 
knowledge, without interruption, accident, 
or inconvenience, at the metropolis of the 
Britim Empire. The city of London now 
lies beneath your view, an object which 
has not its parallel in the globe that you 
inhabit ; and whether we consider the num 
ber, 
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bcr, the wealth, the induftry, the genius, 
or the integrity of its inhabitants, all other 
cities of Kurope muft yield the palrri of 
fuperiority to that which you now behold. 
The Englilh are a brave, active, and ge 
nerous people j their virtue indeed, weak 
ened by wealth and luxury, has for fome 
time been in the wane, but ftill the mafs of 
it is great and folid:" "And to leflen its 
greatnefs and folidity," interrupted Don 
Cleofas, with a farcaftic fmile, t( is, I pre- 
fume, the principal object of your Wor- 
ihip's prefent errand." You are not wholly 
miflaken in your conjecture," replied the 
Demon] " to aflift in that important bufmefs 
will be my fole concern, when I am not em 
ployed in your fervice. To tell you the 
truth, I am a very principal agent in a plot 
which a body of my fraternity have contriv 
ed for the decline of Britifh Virtue. You 
well know that my particular department 
lies among the weaker fex, and the amo 
rous fools of the* ftronger one ; and it is 
there that the utmofl efforts of my genius 

will 
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will be exerted. By employing partial 
means we gain but a partial advantage; 
but female influence being, in one way, or 
at one time or other, univerfal, if that can 
be enlifted on our lide, the bufinefs is done 
without further trouble we have then 
opened the flukes, and may fit at our eafe 
on the banks, and behold the ravages of the 
flood. For you may confider it, my friend 1 , 
as a maxim, abfolutely incontrovertible, 
that wherever the morals of women are 
loofe and imreftrained, the reign of pure 
virtue and real honour is at an end. The 
females of this country have long, and de- 
fervedly pofleffed a reputation for chaftity, 
fliperior to that of any other nation of the 
world; but a fpirit of gallantry and in 
trigue has, for fometime, been making no 
inconfiderable inroads on the power of that 
virtue ; and, by my affiftance, I truft, it 
will encreafe and multiply : nor jfhall it be 
my fault, if it does not attain to as great an 
height here, as it has long done in fomc 
other nations of the Continent." " You 

witt, 
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will, I hope," faid Don Cleofas, in a tone 
of irony, " except that which gave me 
birth." ff By no means," anfwered Af- 
modeus ; " for, excepting here and there 
a Seraphina, the little virtue that is to be 
found among the Spanilh women, if a 
forced unwilling chaftity deferves that name, 
is chiefly, if not altogether indebted to the 
\vakeful jealoufy of their hufbands, the 
grates of iron, and the vigilant care of a 
duenna ; while the Britiih female, in the 
full enjoyment of liberty, preferves her 
virtue, by that fenfe of duty and love of 
honour which reafon and religion infpire. 
Inftead of looking for happinefs in excefs, 
and fatiaung, by variety, a vicious paffion, 
fhe refts her hopes on the foundation of 
domeflic duty: in the fond offices of a 
wife, and the tender occupations of a pa 
rent, me finds the comforts and the de 
lights of life. This is the portrait of an 
Englifhwoman's virtue, nor does (he evey 
leave it without many a cruel ftruggle, 
or look back to its happy Hate, even if 

her 
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her own fliould have become the moft 
abandoned, without the pangs of remorfe, 
and the wiflics of" repentance." 

" It is well then," laid Don Cleofas, 
* c that the fpirit of gallantry is dead in me, 
or this would be a miferable country for a 
lively Spaniard to come to for recreation." 
" It might be for that,'' anfwered Afmo- 
deus, " among other reafons, that I con- 
dueled you hither. If the end of your 
wilhes were nothing more than to fatisfy a 
libidinous pafiion, you fhould have re 
mained among the Caflilian dames. To 
obferve the manners, and trace the genius 
of a great people, who are not more re 
nowned for their wifdom, than remarkable 
for the variety of their character, fhould 
now be the principal object of your atten 
tion. If you ihould chufe a little amufe- 
ment en paffant, that, my friend, will be 
your own bufinefs; and, when your fancy 
is fo difpofed, you will find opportunities 
to purfue it. If^ in the feaft of life, you 

muft 
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muft have your entremets, I lhall leave you 
to find them yourfelf ; for though I may 
be a feducer to others, I owe you too much 
to be any tiling but a Mentor to you. But 
let us," continued he, " leave this mo 
ralizing converfation, and permit me to 
direct your attention to the bufy fcene 
below you. 

" This is that quarter of the town," faid 
the Devil, " where the merchants and prin 
cipal traders refide and purfue their differ 
ent avocations." " And by the hurry and 
buttle in the ftreet," faid Don Cleofas, "the 
noife of carriages, and the crowds of people 
pafling haftily to and fro, with eager anxiety 
in their countenances, I mould imagine that 
all the commerce and bufinefs of the 
world were centered in this fpot." 

" Your conjectures, Signior Zambullo," 
replied Afmodeus, " are not very wide of 
the mark; for the four quarters of the 
world arc concerned in the bufy fcene which 

you 
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you behold. The ftately river which flows 
beneath us, and is fcarcely vifible, fo thick 
is the foreft of mafts which cover it, bears 
into the very bofom of this city the pro 
duce of every clime, and carries, on its re 
turning tide, the produce and manufac 
tures of this country to the ocean, whofe 
waves roll, or whofe winds waft them to 
every corner of the earth. 

cc Caft your eyes>" continued he, " along 
the quays on the fide of the river, and con 
template a fcene of commercial induftry 
which you have never yet beheld, which 
your mind can fcarce conceive, even while 
you behold it ; and whofe bufy honours, 
the haughty pride of your nobility muft 
condefcend to admire. The glory of this 
nation is fupported and encreafed by its 
commerce -, and, while the fons of Nobles 
engage in its concerns, the defcendants of 
the Merchant attain the honours of nobi 
lity. No lazy Hidalgos rot here in pride, 
idlenefs and poverty. Wealth, obtained by 

honour- 
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honourable means, confers honour; and the 
titles which have been reduced by the mis 
fortunes or follies of thofe who have pof- 
fefled them, are glad to fecure a reftoration 
to their ancient fplendour, by forming an 
alliance with the opulent trader." 

* { In our future excurfions," continued 
the Devil, {t you (hall be made acquainted 
with many of the principal individuals in 
this trading world, and be initiated into 
fome of the arts and crafts of it. At pre- 
fent, I mufi think of conducting you to 
the other quarter of the town, where the 
nobility and perfons of independent for 
tune take their refidence -, where the So 
vereign holds his court, and pleafure and 
fafhion hold their fway. There it is that I 
fhall firft indulge your curious impatience." 

ff But, before we quit our prefent fitua- 
tion," faid Don Cleofas, <c let me afk you 
what enormous column is this whereon we 
are perched ? And what means the maffive 

re- 
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reprefentation of a flame that furrounds 
us ?" 



" This pillar," anfwered the Cripple, 
" is. a monument of the great man's genius 
who defigned and executed it, and of the 
ftrange bigotry of the times in which it was 
erected. In the laft century, a fire broke 
out on the fpot where the column ftands, 
whofe conflagration lafted feveral days, and 
confumed a great part of this city. To 
commemorate the event, or rather to charge 
it on the Papifts, who were as innocent of 
the mifchief as yourfelf ; in fhort, to per 
petuate a lie, at the expence of a religion 
which the policy or bigotry of the times 
wifhed to render odious, this fuperb piece 
of architecture was erected at the public 
expence. For I muft inform you, that 
this wife people have had their fits of fana 
tic zeal and miftaken enthufiafm, which, 
though they have not proceeded fo far as 
Autos di Fe, and general maflacres, have 
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called forth the cenfures of their enlighten 
ed hiftorians. 

" But it is now time," continued he, " to 
quit our prefent fituation, and conduct you 
to your lodgings j where I have taken care 
that every thing neceflary ftiall be prepared 
for your reception. My prefent form," ad 
ded the Demon, " will be immediately 
fucceeded by that of an active gentleman of 
your chamber; and you will, perhaps, think 
the transformation for my advantage." 

In a moment they defcended into the 
ftreet, and Afmodeus was as quickly chang 
ed into the appearance he had promifed. 
An hackney-coach was immediately called, 
which conveyed them to an hotel at the weft 
end of the town ; and Don Cleofas, having 
refrefhed himfelf with a good fupper, was 
put to bed by his new domefiic; who, pro- 1 
rniling to call him at a proper hour the next 
morning, took his leave, and left him to 
his repofe. 

VOL. I. B CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

' 

Wbhher the DEVIL upon Two STICKS car 
ried DON CLEOFAS, and what he Jhciutd 
him* 

T T was between nine and ten the next 
morning, when Afmodeus drew back 
the curtains of the bed where Don CJeofas 
was dill enjoying a found and pleafmg 
fleep. " It is not," faid he, 'the cuftom 
of this country, my noble Sir, to fleep till 
noon. The town is all alive, the itreets 
are crowded with people, and you are em 
bracing your pillow. It is not in England 
as in Spain the day is here as fertile in 
fcenes for our obfervation as the night; 
and I wifh to employ it in conducting you 
through the principal parts of this magni 
ficent city. Our nights, indeed, may be 
more flationary : but your chocolate is 
ready, and while you are taking it, I will 
prepare your toilette. 

" Thou 
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" Thou bell of Devils 1" exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, leaping haftily from his bed, and 
embracing him, " how fhall I repay the 
obligations I owe you?" "Atprefent," 
replied Almodeus, ff I am your debtor, 
and you may be allured, I will not finally 
quit you, till the balance is amply difcharg- 
ed. But we have no time to pafs in fruit- 
lefs converfation ^ I mull therefore beg of 
you to apply to your breakfoft, and when 
I have decorated your pretty face with the 
friz of the day, we will fally forth. The 
matter having difpatched his meal, and the 
valet, with half a dozen ftrokes of the 
comb, having finiihed the toilette, they 
made their firft vifit to St. James's Park. 

This," faid the Demon, is the 
principal public walk of this city, and on 
a Sunday evening is fb crowded with com 
pany of all forts, that it becomes an under 
taking of no common difficulty to preis 
through the multitude. The Nobleman 
and the Plebeian, the General Officer and 
B 2 die 
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the Drummer, the Lady of Quality and 
the Oylter Wench, the Prude and the 
Harlot, all find themfelves in one promif- 
cuous crowd, impelled by the defire to 
fee and be feen. That old, irregular, 
brick building, is the King's Palace but 
by no means equal to the dignity of a Bri- 
tifh Monarch; and that hand fome edifice, 
which prefents itfelf at the end of the walk, 
is called the Queen's Houfe, where their 
Majefties, in the intervals of public bufi- 
nefs and the forms of Hate, pradife all the 
virtues, and enjoy all the comforts of do- 
meftic life : but I mall, in due time, give 
you a peep into both of them." " What," 
exclaimed Don Cleofas, fuddenly, " are 
the ferenades of this country given at noon 
day ? for, if my eyes and ears do not de 
ceive me, a very fplendid band of mufi- 
cians, are coming haftily towards us." " It 
is not a ferenade after your fafhion," re- . 
plied the Demon, " though one or other 
of thefe bands play for half an hour every 
morning, in the great court of the palace, 

to 
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to awaken the maids of honour, and amufe 
the lervants of his Majefty's houfhold. 
The air which they are now performing, is 
a French country dance ; and though the 
mufic has not a very military meafure, it 
proceeds from the band belonging to the 
King's Guard, which is returning from duty, 
and will immediately pafs before us. The 
officer who marches at die head of the 
company, is a young nobleman, of high 
rank, who, though he does not poflefs the 
knowledge neceffary to a corporal, may, 
from the influence of his connections,, com 
mand the very regiment in which he now 
commands a company ; and, which is ra,- 
ther a propos, his mind is, at this moment* 
beating time to fuch an expectation. But 
permit me," continued the Demon, " to 
direct your attention to an objedt more 
attractive. 

<c Do you not fee a lady fitting upon a 
bench, with a beautiful young girl by her 
fide, drefled in white?" " I do indeed," 
B 3 anfwered 
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anfwered Don Cleofas; " and have feldom 
feen fuch a combination of beauty and in 
nocence." " She is the good lady's daugh 
ter," interrupted Afmodeus : " the mother 
is poflefled of a genteel competence in a 
diftant part of the kingdom, where fhe has 
hitherto refided. But a young gentleman 
of great property in her neighbourhood, 
having been fo deeply fmitten with a lady 
he accidently faw in this park laft fpring, 
as to marry her almoft immediately fhe 
actually came up to town on the commence 
ment of the winter, with a firm expectation 
that her daughter would be favoured with 
the fame good fortune. For this purpofe, 
they have never failed to patrole thefe 
walks, every day, when the weaiher was 
not abfolutely outrageous, during the laft 
fix months. One whole week indeed, they 
remained at home, in hourly expectation 
of receiving propofals from a young lord, 
who had been fo polite as to recover the 
young lady's bonnet from the impetuofity 
cf the wind, and on returning it, had made 

fome 



fome polite, unmeaning compliment to her 
beauty. However, after dreaming for fe_ 
veral days and nights of titles and coronets, 
they were at length con-foled by the infor 
mation, that the expected nobleman was 
already married. Some of the walking 
wits of the place, have given them the title 
of the Park-keepers ; and though they are 
frequently taken for what they are not, the 
good lady is never difconcerted, but ap 
plies the knowing look and familiar gaze to 
the fupport of her fyftem. I ftiould," ad 
ded the Demon, "exert myfelf a little to 
wards giving an unexpected conclufion to 
this idle errand ; but the lady's brother, 
having heard of her folly, will arrive in 
town this evening, and put an end to it, by 
taking his fitter and his niece immediately 
into the country. The pert leer of a young 
fmart clerk, belonging to the Treafury, had 
not been unnoticed or unfelt by the damfel, 
and, with the lead trouble in the world, I 
could have formed as pretty a little inno 
cent intrigue as has, for fome time, adorn- 
B 4 ed 
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ed the annals of the letter gallantry." By 
my faith," cried Don Cleofas, " the virtue 
of this country well merits your praifr, 
for I find that its very intrigues may be 
innocent. What your logic was when 
you were a ftudent ri-Alcala," anfwered 
Afmodeus, " and ufed to make fuch fre 
quent excursions from the fublime fcience 
of that univerfity, to the more practical 
philofophy of Madrid, I cannot pretend to 
determine; but it is an axiom in the fchool 
where I was bred, that when one party 
thinks it right, and the other does not think 
it wrong, their proceedings in the bufmefs, 
whatever it may be, mud be pronounced 
innocent." You are a charming reafon- 
er," faid Don Cleofas, "and I fnould real 
ly be glad to hear you enlarge on the 
fubjeft, if I did not wifh to be informed 
what that tall figure can be which approach 
es us, clad, in a long black robe, with 
flreamcrs of filk fluttering about him?" 
"That is an honeft, jolly fon of the church," 
faid Afmodeus, and the curate of an. ad 
joining 
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joining parifh. He has juft received ten 
guineas, for having chriftened the infant of 
an eminent Hone-cutter, who, in honour of 
his profefiion, directed his child to be bap 
tized by the name of a celebrated brother 
ftone-cutter, of a former century, called 
Michael Angela. The jingle of the guineas 
in his pocket, with the whimfical circnm- 
ftance of the name that he has juft bellowed 
upon the 1 young Chriftian, have communi 
cated to the pricft that airy gaiety and half- 
created fmile which you fee in his counte 
nance. After having had an excellent 
breakfaft, he is battening home to uncaf- 
fock himfelf, when, he will, by a country 
walk, quicken his appetite for an excellent 
dinner, to which Michael Angelo's father 
has invited him, where he will baptize 
himfelf with fuch copious draughts of wine, 
that very early in the evening, he will be 
as incapable of going alone as the infant 
whom he fo devoutly fprinkled with water 
in the morning." " I fuppofe then," faid 
Don Cleofa, " that the honeft artift firmly 
13 5 believes 
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believes in the fympathy of names, and 
that his fon will poffefs the genius of the 
celebrated fculptor whofe name he bears.'* 
" By no means," anfwered the Demon, 
<f for it is the father's determined intention 
to bring up Michael Angelo to the Bar; 
and, if poflible, to make a gentleman of 
him." 

<e That poor old man," faid Don Cleo- 
fas, " in the feat oppofite to us will, I fear, 
expire beneath the violence of the cough 
that afflicts him." " I thank you," an 
fwered Afmodeus, " for prefenting him to 
my attention, as he is a character well worth 
your notice. He is very rich, and extreme 
ly avaricious ; yet, on particular occafions, 
performs the nobleft ads of generality. I 
will entertain you with reciting one of 
them : Seme gentlemen of his neighbour 
hood, having undertaken to make a paro 
chial collection from houfe to houfe, for 
the benefit of a public charity, came at 
length to the old man's habitation. The 

door 
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door being half open, they heard him ar 
raigning his maid fervant with the utmoft 
vehemence, for having thrown a match 
into the fire, though {he had ufed but one 
end of it. This cafual information of fuch 
extreme oeconomy, at firft checked their 
defign of paffing his threfhold; but as their 
charitable application was intended to be 
univerfal, they ventured to enter the houfe, 
and acquaint the old gentleman with the 
nature of their errand ; when, without 
making any reply, he unlocked his bureau, 
and prefented them with a bank note of 
fifty pounds. On exprefling their aftonifh- 
ment at what they received, after what they 
had heard, he calmly anfwered, that oeco- 
nomy was the belt fource of generality, and: 
that he fhould purfue it in- the manner that 
pleafed himfelf, without confulting them or 
any one ; and, without taking any further 
notice of them, continued to reproach the 
poor girl for the ram a6l of extravagance 
that fhe had committed." 



B 6 
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" Singular as the hiftory is which yon- 
have juft related to me,"faid DonCieofas, 
*' it was in fome degree interrupted by the 
wild looks and irregular geftures of the 
young man who was palling haftily before 
us. Now he turns rapidly to the right in 
an inftant he takes the contrary way, and 
feems to be in a fituation that betokens a 
very diftrefled mind, or difordered under- 
Handing/' " He is in. a ftate of perplexity 
and wretchednefs," replied Afmodeus, 
" that borders on diffraction. He had this 
morning loaded a piftol, with a delign of 
lodging the contents of it in his brain, but 
his fervant, alarmed at his apparent diibr- 
der, obferved him fo clofely, as to prevent 
the premeditated confequences of it. If 
you look down the Mall to the right, you 
will fee the faithful domeftic peeping from 
behind a tree, and watching the courfe of 
his mafter's fury, of which he knows not 
the caufe, though he trembles for the ef 
fects. The hiftory of this unhappy young 
man, is as follows : 

"Ifhall 
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tf I [hall not trouble 'you with an ac 
count of his birth, parentage and for 
tune but begin at that interefting period 
when love firft began to play the tyrant 
with him. He had entertained a paflion^ 
the moment his. heart was fufceptible of ir,, 
for a young lady of great merit and beauty,, 
the only daughter of a gentleman who re- 
fided in the county where his own pro 
perty lay. He was no fooner of age than 
he made propofals of marriage,, which were 
readily accepted by her friends and herfelf, 
and nothing but the making a final fettle* 
ment with his father's executors, delayed 
the confummation of his nuptials. Foe 
this purpofe, a journey to London was ab- 
folutely necefTary; and meeting with a col 
lege acquaintance upon the road, who was 
ibme time before become an arrant fharper, 
our young unfufpecting country gentleman, 
ignorant of thofe arts by which unwary vir 
tue is undone, and rendered more incauti 
ous by the near approach of confummate 
happinef?, became an eafy prey to the 

plundering 



38 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

plundering fpirit of his treacherous com 
panion. This obliging friend and his af- 
fbciates contrived, foon after his arrival in 
town, not only to eafe him of all his ready 
cafh, but to get engagements and fecuri- 
ties from him to the amount of half his 
fortune. In this terrible fituation, (without 
daring to confult his friends, who would foon 
have fettled the buiinefs, and apprehenfive, 
nay almoft certain, that his marriage with 
the charming Leonora was for ever facri- 
ficed, by his irrecoverable imprudence,) 
as if it were to render his inifery wholly 
infupportable the following letter was de 
livered to him:" 

' Ever fince her deareft Henry's depar- 
' ture, his Leonora has experienced nothing 
' but anxiety and apprehenfion. The hap- 

* pinefs which approaches me feems to be 
' too perfect for duration, and this idea tor- 
' ments me with the moft painful fears that 
' Ibme fatal event will be conjured up to- 
1 crofs, if not to blaft it. But think not, 
' Henry, in thus making you the confident 

* of my alarms, that I fufpect your virtue, or 

' doubt 



IN ENGLAND. 39 

* doubt your affection. If I were certain 

* that I fhould never receive the ftroke of 

* affliction but from your hand, the chearful 
f look would dwell on my countenance, and 
f jocund gaiety would enliven my heart. 
' The fields where we have walked together, 
' have loft their charms ; and the fhades be- 

* neath which we have flickered ourfelves 
c from the noon- tide heat, are no longer 
e pleafant. The fun cannot make thefe 
' fcenes gay, when you are abfent, nor could 
' the wintry clouds make them dreary, if 
' you were with me. Here, indeed, is peace 
' and fecurity, and where you are, is difmay 
1 and danger. Here, the fhepherd having 
' penned his fold, leaves it without a guard, 

* nor does the robber approach it; and where 
' you are, the midnight plunderer watches 
' for his prey, and the lurking alTaflin 
' grafps the dagger. But wherefore do I 
1 thus torment myfelf with gloomy imagina- 

* tions ? Oh ! afk me, Henry, why I love 

* you ; why my fum of good is centered 
' in you; and, when J have told you all, 

* blame 
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' blame not a young unexperienced mind, 
' a mind that has but one view of happinefs, 

* becaufe it trembles at the bare poflibility 
f of being deprived of it. You will think, 
' perhaps, that I mould fend comfort to 
' you ; alas I were I mylelf as rich as Hea- 

* ven could make me in comfort, I fhould 
' become a very fpendthrift, and exhauft all 

* my flore upon you. But rny Henry muft 
' remember, when he firft afked rne for my 
1 heart, how he told me, with a figh, that he 

* wifhed to mare the joys and the forrows of 
'it. I did not refule the boon ; and in now 
' offering you its forrows, I prove the lin- 
' cerity of the gift I made you. If it were 

* pofTible for my folicitudes to be greater 
c than they are, I would tell you of them, for 
' I am refolved never to deceive you ; and it 
' would be a deceit which I could not juftify-j 
' it would make me even doubt the force and 
' innocence of my affedion for you, were 

* I not to. tell you that my heart will be de- 
' prived of comfort, till you are returned 

* in fafety to your afflicted 

' LEONORA,' 
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" Gracious Heaven 1" exclaimed Don 
Cleolas, <( fuch a letter as this, at fuch a 
moment, was more thanfufficient to plunge 
him into inftantdiftradion,'' " Ic was on 
the point of producing that effecV' anfwer- 
ed the Demon, " and his mind now rages in 
a feverim deliberation, whether he {hall quit 
the kingdom or the world. But as I per 
ceive that you are deeply interefted in his 
fate, I can allure you that he will do neither. 
The villains who have plundered him are 
at this moment purfued by the officers of 
juftice, on fufpicion of various iniquitous 
proceedings, which will, fooner or later, 
conduct fome of them to the gallows. 
Being informed of their danger, they have 
all efcaped for the prefent, except the 
agent of die confraternity, who is now en 
joying his iblitary reflections, whatever they 
may be, in the principal gaol of this city. 
He had the different papers which this 
poor young man had been perfuaded to' 
iign, in his porTefllon, at the time he was 
taken ; fo that they were immediately tranf- 

ferred 
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ferred to the care of the magiftrate, and 
will foon be effectually cancelled. Of this 
change in his fituation, the young gentle 
man will very foon be informed ; the bufi- 
nefs, as it relates to him, will be hufhed up ; 
and though he is now one of the moft 
wretched beings on the globe, he will be, in 
a very fhort time, the happieft of men, pof- 
fefling, and poiTefled by, the beautiful Leo 
nora. 

" I rejoice, moft fincerely," faid Don 
Cleofas, " at the \vinding up of the piece ; 
but furely," added he, " this felf- fame ga 
ming is the moft horrid vice that hell has en 
gendered." " Softly," my good Signior," 
faid the fpirit, fmiling, " I muft intreat you 
not to mention the place of my nativity, 
if you muft mention it, in a tone of fo 
much difrefpect." " I beg your \vorfhip's 
pardon ten thoufand times," replied Don 

Cleofas, " but," "Nay," interrupted 

Afmodtnjs, "I will candidly acknowledge 
that the place which you have juft named 

with 
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with fo much impetuofity, is more in 
debted to the paffion for play, than to 
the whole confolidated calendar of human 
vices. 

" But now let me beg your attention," 
continued the Demon, " to the lady who 
moves gracefully towards us, and is fol 
lowed by a footman fo plentifully be- 
Iprinkled with filver-lace. Her hiftory, 
the early part of which is a real fecret, 
will, I believe, repay your attention. 

" In her virgin days, fhe was, by profef- 
iion, a milk-maid, and had given her firrt 
affections to the footman of a young ba 
chelor of fafhion and fortune. So per- 
fualive was the eloquence of the domeftic, 
that, one fine evening in June, fhe con- 
fented, when the reft of the family were 
in their beds, to be admitted to take a 
fhare of his. It was ill-imagined, you 
will fay, and fo it was; but Love, like 
every other paflion, contrives very often 
to out-wit itfelf : for, as the lover was con- 
duel- 
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ducting the fair one to his garret, his maf- 
ter, whole chamber was adjoining to the 
It air- cafe which they were afcending, fan 
cied chat he heard fomething ftirring > and 
taking the lamp which was burning in 
the room, he opened the door very gently, 
and prefented himfelf, like a ghoft, to the 
aftoniihed pair. The gallant, in defiance 
of all gallantry, made the beft of his way 
up flairs, inattentive to the fituation of the 
affrighted damfrl. The gentleman, how 
ever, recovering a little from his firft fur- 
prife, and feeing fomething that looked 
like a female, and, on examination, difiro- 
vering that fhe was young, and of good 
liking, drew her gently by the hand into 
his chamber ; when locking the door, he 
feated her upon the bed, and having got 
into it himfelf, he queftioned her concern 
ing her bufinefs in his houfe. After a few 
tears, fhe told ' a round, unvarnimed tale;' 
which being fmifhed, thofe virgin charms, 
which, fhe had originally deftined for the 
were configncd to the bed of the 

mafler 3 
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matter, and flic continued to (hare it with 
an unblemiihed fidelity, during the re 
mainder of his life. Perceiving that fhe 
pofTefied a good natural underftanding, he 
was determined to cultivate it : he there 
fore took her with him to France, \vhere 
fhe was attended by the beft mailers, and 
foon acquired the manners and accompliuV 
ments of elegant life. She accompanied 
him through a great part of Europe, in a 
tour of three years, at the end of which 
period they returned to England. As he 
had introduced her to his friends, under 
the character of an unfortunate perfon of 
very good family, and as fhe had, by her 
obliging manners, acquired the efteem of 
all thofe who frequented his fociety, fhe 
did not fail, after his death, which hap 
pened about four years ago, to become an 
object of acquisition to many of the moft 
fafhionable men of the fafhionable world ; 
from fome of whom, though fhe pofTef- 
fes a genteel, independent income, fhe 
has, from time to time, levied very am- 

pie 



46 

pie contributions. At prefent, fhe is 
growing rich at the expence of a wealthy 
young citizen of low extraction, who 
is proud to be connected with an im 
pure of good family. The only perfon 
who' could have betrayed her origin is 
no more. On being difcharged from his 
rival matter's fervice, he kept the fecret 
for his own fake, and went foon after to 
the Eaft-Indies, as valet to a general offi 
cer, where the poor fellow died j fo that 
jfhe will, in all probability, walk a woman 
of quality to her grave : for no one has the 
Jeaft fufpicion that the irremediable bend 
in her ihoulders, which many of her foolifh 
admirers have thought a grace, was occa- 
lioned by the weight of thole dangling 
milk-pails which were the conftant burden 
of her youthful days. The lady has, how 
ever, preferved a fmack for the livery, and 
does not difdain, when indination prompts, 
to folace herfelf with the footman who fol 
lows her/' 
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tc Pray obferve," faid Don Cleofas, " the 
old gentleman who turns round to gaze at 
her. She makes him, I fear, look back 
to the days of his youth, and regret that 
ftrength which muft be almoft exhaufted." 
** That is not the only, or indeed the prin 
cipal caufe of his regret," anfwered Af- 
modeus ; " he is a brave veteran officer of 
cavalry ; the fear which you may perceive 
on his right cheek, is the counterpart of 
many others which he wears in moll parts 
of his body j and were obtained in a long 
courie of dangerous fervice. He was a 
Captain before the Colonel of his regiment 
was born, and he is a Captain dill.'* 
" But is it poflible," faid Don Cleofas, 
" that the King before whofe palace this 
gallant officer is now walking, fhould be 
ignorant of his fervices ?" " You muft 
be informed," interrupted the Demon, 
" that it is almoft impoflible, in the com* 
plicated affairs of this government, for the 
King, who is all goodnefs, to be acquaint 
ed with, or even to give attention to every 
3 inferior 
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interior and fubordinate circumftance of 
its various departments. Beiides, in this 
country, the army is not a popular efta- 
blifhment ; indeed, according to the prin 
ciples of the conftitution, it ought not to 
be fo. Its inferior commiilions are chiefly 
obtained by purchafe, and the higher ranks 
by interefl ; fo that where a man is fo un 
fortunate* as to have neither money or con 
nections, his merit muft be very uncom 
mon indeed, and attended with very pecu 
liar circumftances, to command any conli- 
derable degree of advancement : a pair of 
colours, for his grandfon, is all this brave 
man ever received from his country." 

ct But we will leave him, if you pleafe," 
faid Afmodeus, " to favour with your no 
tice a young lady, a very interefting cha 
racter, who will in a few moments pafs 
before us. You cannot but perceive the 
evident imprelTion of grief upon her 
countenancej which will continue, forfome 
time, to leflen its charms; indeed, fhe 
i was 



IN EN GLAND. 49 

was well-nigh falling a prey to it. The 
beautiful little girl who is fkipping along 
before her, is her daughter, and was the 
innocent caufe of that affliction which al- 
moft brought her affectionate parent to the 
grave. The nurfery-maid, taking her 
ufual morning walk with the child, be 
came fo attentive to the fine fpeeches of a 
nobleman's valet de chambre, that Hie 
entirely forgot her charge, and gave a 
watchful beggar an opportunity of pur 
loining it away. The aflliction of this un 
happy lady, when Ihe was informed of the 
accident, I mall not attempt to defcribe; 
it was at firfr., as you may fuppofe, violent 
"and outrageous ; but, after every endea 
vour to recover the poor little girl had 
proved fruitlefs, the defpairing mother 
funk into a ftate of melancholy and dejec 
tion, which threatened to put an early pe 
riod to her life and afflictions together. 
Her friends took every method their com- 
pafiionate regard could fu^geft, to footh 
her forrow and divert her melancholy ; 
VOL. I. C and, 
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and, for this purpofe, had perfuaded her 
to accompany them to a muiical folemnity 
at the great church whofe towers prefent 
themfelvcs to the right of you - a and as fhe 
was descending from her carriage, at fome 
little diflance from the place of entrance, 
a feeble, but well known voice, faid 
to her " Where have you been, my dear 
mamma, that I have not feen you fo 
long?" The aftonifhed lady turned inftantly 
towards the voice, and amid the rags and 
filth of a beggar, beheld her child. She 
caught her eagerly in her arms, and funk 
down on the pavement. This unexpect 
ed, but happy meeting, occafioned, as you 
may well imagine, a fcene of confulion. 
that affected every beholder; and, in the 
hurry of it, the wretch who conducted 
the little creature thither to aflift her daily 
trade of begging alms, was fuffered to 
efcape. Since that period, the happy, but 
anxious mother, no longer trufts a fervant 
to perform, for her daughter, any office 
that can be done by herfelf - 3 and (he is now 

come 
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come on her daily vifit to the Park, to 
give her little fairy the benefit of air and 
exercife." 

" But you mud explain to me, my friend," 
faid Don Cleofas, " why a beggar, who 
may be fuppofed to be fcarce able to main" 
tain herfelf, fhould encreafe her difficulties 
by dealing a child to maintain." "I can 
eauly fatisfy you," anfwered the Demon. 
" The cloaths of fuch a child, when fold, 
would procure no fmall degree of temporary 
luxury to a beggar : but this is not all 
inftead of the woman finding it a difficulty 
maintain the child, the child has actually 
maintained her. The ancients confidered 
the company of an infant as a fecurity 
againft accidents and difafters ; and the 
modern beggar finds a child by her ride, or 
a baby in her arms, a certain attraction to 
the charity of the compaffionate. Indeed, 
it is a common practice among the beggars 
of this metropolis, who have not any chil 
dren of their own, and have not (lolen one, 
C 2 to 
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to hire a child, in order to aflift them in 
their rniferabie mode of gaining their daily 
bread. But when we vifit that quarter of 
the town where the fraternity of mendicants 
chiefly relide, you fhall be initiated into 
the myfteries of their republic. At pre- 
fent, an object of higher rank prefents it- 
felf to our obfervation. 

" The perfon who is coming (lowly to 
wards us with the decorations of a ftar and 
a ribband, is a Lord who has made your 
country look pale, and has performed the 
moft important fervices for his own. In 
the early part of his life, when a want of 
education and a rough demeanour were 
thought effential to naval merit, he united 
all the bravery and knowledge of his pro- 
fefHon with the moft amiable and elegant 
manners. His private fortune was confi- 
derable, and in the courfe of the war be 
fore laft, he acquired a very large addition 
to it. But a love of play reduced him in 
a few years to fuch a fituation, as to make 

a vifit 
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a vilit to a neighbour ng kingdom eflential 
to his perfonal liberty. Diftreis, however, 
fliil followed him, -friendship feemed to 
have forgotten him; and being involved 
abroad as well as at home, he knew not 
where to go, nor how to flay. At this 
period, the troubles of America began to 
wear an unpleaiing afpect, and a war be 
tween England and France appeared to be 
the inevitable confequence of them. He 
had, therefore, every rcafon to hope that, 
if he could return to England, his fe, vices 

d? 

would be demanded, and that the fruits of 
them might be the reftoration of his for 
tune. But how to get rid of his foreign 
incumbrances he knew not, and without 
accompliibing fuch a defirable object, it 
was almoft impofilble to quit the place 
where he had contracted them. In this 
perplexing dilemma," continued Afmo- 
deus, " a French nobleman, with a gene- 
rolitv that a devil ought to mention with 
horror, put an end to his embarrafTments ; 
and,, difdaining the narrow fyftem of na- 
C 3 tional 
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tional antipathy, reftored this brave and 
excellent officer to his country, by taking 
all his foreign debts upon himfelf. <On 
his return, however, fortune did not at 
once fmile upon his hopes j and he was 
daily feen perambulating this Park, not 
an object of grateful admiration, but of 
disregard from ibme, and pity from others. 
He came not then; as he does now, to catch 
the refrefhing gale, or feel the enliven 
ing fun, but to exercife himfelf in a place 
privileged from the intruiions -of the exaf- 
perated creditor. At length, however, the 
necedities of the ftate, and the general 
wifh of the people, co-operated to call 
him-into action; and he did his duty : for 
the moft effectual fervices of the war 
were performed by him. Though oppofed, 
.icned, and, in fome meafure, arraign 
ed by a powerful and able i action, he 
mace the defpondent people feel, that they 
flili were what they once had been. His 
trophies are known to the world, and the 
latcilpofterity will admire them. The in- 

fignia 
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fignia which adorn his perfon, the title that 
ennobles his. name, and the fortune which 
fi>pports his dignity, as well as the laurels 
that tlvcken over him, were the gift of 
victory : But more of him hereafter." 

'* This is an animating picture," faid 
Don Cleofas, " for a patriot of any coun 
try, and I offer the Britiih original a 
moft iincere, though iilent reverence, as he 
paffes by us. The lady," continued he, 
<( who curtfies to him, is, I prefume, fome 
perfon of quality of his acquaintance." 
" By no means," anfoered Afrnodeus ; 
c * (he acts in fympathy with yourfelf : her's 
is a pure patriotic obeifance, and no more. 
The good lady was but lately a midwife, 
though of fome reputation in her profef- 
iion ; but having been employed to- eafe a 
virgin of fafhion of a little baby, without 
any injury to her viiginity, fhe was reward- 
eel, for her fkill as well as prudence on the 
occafion, with a comfortable independence, 
C 4 which 
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which fhe now enjoys, and makes her of- 
ferings to Lucina no more, 

" But let us quit our portion," faid the 
Demon; (( here is one approach ing to take 
his feat belide. us, whofe prefence would 
trouble me." " What," laid Don Cieo- 
fas, tf is he a Magician who keeps bottles 
in his garret, and are you afraid, my friend, 
of being corked up once again? For my 
part, I never faw a perfon of a more amia 
ble appearance." " Let us, however, re 
move from hence," replied Afmodeus, 
" and I will communicate to you the caufe 
of my unealinefs." Having croffed the 
Mall, and palled into the Green Park, 
" Devil as I am," continued he, " I can 
really bring myfelf to look on common 
good qualities without difguft; but, to tell 
you the truth, that man's virtue is not to 
be borne with patience. In the early part 
of his life, the violence of his pafiions plung 
ed him into various excefies, which would 
have ended in his detraction, had he not, 

as 
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as he approached the very brink of the pre 
cipice, perceived his danger, and fhrunk 
in great alarm from it. This circumftance 
had fuch an effecT: upon him, that he turn 
ed, at once, into that path of undeviating 
rectitude which he has never forfaken. His 
fortune is confiderabte, and he employs the 
whole of it in d^ing good. His life is very 
retired, his manner of living; frugal, and 
his appearance fimple and without attrac 
tion ; fo that, not being an object either 
for envy or curiofity, he has all the oppor 
tunities he can defire, of difpenfmg his be 
nevolence in fecret, and without any wit- 
neffes but thofe who feel the comforts of 
it," " But how is it poffible/' exclaimed 
Don Cleofas, " that fuch a man can be un 
known ? For even fuppofing that he could 
efcape from the obfervation of his neigh 
bourhood, which I fhould think to be 
impofTible, the very gratitude of thofe 
whom he relieves, would publiih his vir 
tues, and hold him forth as an object for 
univerfal admiration." . 

C 5 "You 
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" You muft obferve," interrupted the 
Demon, " that the croud in this city is 
fufficiemly great, to admit of an indivi 
dual's living, if it (hould fo pleafe him, a 
long life in it, without attracting any par 
ticular notice. With refpect to thofe 
whom he favours with his bounty, he not 
only engages them to obferve a profound 
fecrecy, which the greater part of them 
find it their intereft to obferve, but he pre- 
fents himfelf to them as the agent of cer 
tain wealthy and well difpofed perfons, the 
purity of whofe benevolence will not per 
mit their names to be revealed. By this 
mode of proceeding, he faves himfelf from 
being harraffcd vvidi acknowledgements 

O O 

which he does not wiili to receive, and is 
alfo enabled to enter into details and pro- 
ute enquiries as to the reality and nature 
the diftrefo he \vifhes to rel : eve, which 
he could not do if he appeared as a prin 
cipal in the bufmefs. 'i hue are feveral of 
my fra.era.ty," continued the Demon, 
" that owe this good man a grudge for in- 

tcrpuiing 
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terpoilng between them and their prey. 
Within thefe three months, he fettled the 
affairs of a young man who was on the 
eve of bankruptcy, and had determined to 
conceal a part of his effedls from his cre 
ditors, for which offence, a capital one in 
this country, he would have been tried, 
condemned, and executed : and this very 
morning, he has completely reftored a nu 
merous and diftrefled family to eafe and 
comfort, the father of which had deter 
mined to go upon the highway to relieve 
their wants. The peculiar fatisfuclion 
you law in his countenance, arofe from the 
delight he felt in his mind, at the good he 
hac done, and the pleafmg confcioufnefs 
that the real author of it is only known to 
himfelf and to Heaven. But fomething 
more congenial to my nature folicits our 
attention. 

" You fee," continued Afrnodeus, " the 

lady and gentleman who converfe with fo 

much apparent earneftnefs, as they faunter 

round the piece of water before us." 

C 6 "They 
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<c They are a pair of lovers, I fuppofe," 
faid Don Cleofas, " who are taking the 
advantage of this fine morning to make an 
exchange of certain interefting commu 
nications." " Your conjecture," anfwer- 
ed the Demon, " is not very wide of the 
mark. The lady is of the firft rank of 
nobility, and having attached herfelf to a 
certain fociety, which her bell friends moft 
ferioufly difapprovc, they have perfuaded 
her Icrd to take her abroad for a year or 
two, in order to put an end to her prefent 
connections. She leaves the kingdom to 
morrow, and has appointed the nobleman, 
who is now with her, and is her moil fa 
voured admirer, to meet her here this mcrn- 
ing to fay adieu, and arrange the plan of 
their future correfpondence. But the felly 
of lovers is extreme : for though they are 
at this moment interchanging expreliicns 
of mutual mifery at their approachirg fe- 
paraticn, and hazard very unpleafant con- 
fequences by this interview, in lefs than 
a month they will think no more of each 

other." 
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other." " I am difpofed, my good 
friend," faid Don Cleofas, Cf to rifque 
another conjecture, that this little innocent 
intrigue, as you may call it, has been the 
work of Ibme or other of your fatellites." 
" By no means," replied Afmodeus; " na 
ture did the bufmefs to admiration, \vitli- 
out any afliftance from me, and will conti 
nue to maintain her unaided influence with 
thefe good people, to the end of the chap 
ter. Nature may fometimes want a little 
guidance, and fometimes require a little ac* 
celeration, but in this particular branch of 
human- defires, her operations and mine 
tend to the fame point. It is where other 
interefts than mere pafiion are concerned, 
that I find it necefiary to employ my fuper- 
natural agency. But we will now, if you 
pleafe, enter upon a more buftling fcene ; 
and by paffing through the door before us, 
we mall be in one of the moft public ftreets 
of the whole city." " Mercy on me," ex 
claimed the aftonifhed Spaniard, " what a 
clatter of carriages, and what crouds of peo 
ple! My head turns from the paffage of fuch 

a va- 
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a variety of objects." " Be not afraid," 
anfwered the fpirit ; tf I will conduct you 
fafe through it all, and amufe you, in your 
way, into the bargain. 

" That grave looking man in black," 
continued he, " now s pafling us in a car 
riage drawn by white horfes, is a Bifhop* 
He fet out on his fpiritual career, with a 
moft violent antipathy to you Papifts ; but 
his wife has fmce contrived to make him 
think with indulgence on that canon of 
your church which forbids the clergy to 
marry." 

" But, pray inform me," faid Don 
Cleofas, u who is the poflefTor of that 
(lately hotel before us." " It belongs," 
anfwered Afmodeus, " to a noble Duke, of 
whom nothing can be faid, either one way 
or other, that is worth remembering. His 

+ O 

genius lies concealed under a very fingular 
taciturnity, and he certainly poflefles no 
fmall fhare of that wifdom, which an an- 

tient 
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tient philofopher has made to confift in 
knowing how to hold his tongue. While 
lie was a bachelor, he is faid to have ut 
tered a Ion mot of no common merit:" 
<f and, fmce his marriage," faicl Don Cleo- 
fas, " has he never ventured to give ano 
ther example of colloquial vivacity ; has 
he not an occafional bon mot for the Du- 
chefs ?" <c Not one," replied the Demon ; 
" but flie has Ions-Ions in plenty, and 
ought to be fatisfied." 

" I prefume," hid Don Cleofas, " that 
the little man drefied in fcarlet, who 
knocks fo loudly at the gate of the hotel, 
is fome perfon of high diftindlion." <c Do 
not imagine it," replied the Demon; <c he 
is nothing more than a patriotic tradef- 
man, who anfwers fome low purpofe of po 
litical party, in which the Duke, or rather 
Duchefs, is very anxioufly engaged ; and 
it is on that bufmefs, in fome fhape or 
other, that he demands admittance to her 
Grace. Thus it is that the great farriftce 

their 
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their dignity at the altar of fome unworthy 
paffion, and bring themfelves to the dif- 
graceful neceffity of pra6liiing fubmiflions 
to the meaner! and moft infignificant of 
mankind. 



cc But here is a fpectacle," continued 
he, " of a very different complexion; and I 
beg my friend will pay all due attention to 
the memento mori which is paffing before 
us " <c It has, indeed/' faid Don Cleo- 
fas, <c an appearance of no little folemnity : 
the flow proceffon, the fabb aitendants, 
the efcutcheons, and the plumes difpofe 
my mind, fome how or other, to be fad 
and ferious. What deep affii&ion I per 
ceive in the countenances of thole, who 
are follow ing fome dear and honoured rela 
tion or friend to a gloomy grave. Thus 
it is with the affairs of ourmiferable world: 
while fome are running at the ring of plea- 
fure, and others are purfuing their differ 
ent avocations, or fulfilling their various 
engagements, many a poor mortal, re- 

leafed 
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leafed for ever from the bufinefs of life, 
is going to an eternal home." t( It is 
really to be lamented," faid Afmodeus, 
imiling, " that fuch a fine and affedling 
piece of morality fhould be fo ill applied ; 
but I cannot refill the wicked pleafure of 
informing you, that this fable proceffion, 
which has filled your mind with fuch fo- 
lemn ideas, is nothing more than a band 
of fmugglers; who, under the appearance 
of n fplendid funeral,, arc conveying a 
large quantity of rich prohibited goods 
to a place of iecurity." " You muft ac 
knowledge, however," faid the aftoniihed 
Spaniard, <f that no one but a devil could 
.have made the difcovery " <c except a 
Cuftom-houfe officer," anfwered the De 
mon; " and a party of that fraternity are 
conveniently ported to make a feizure of 
your melancholy hearfe and its fad con 
tents ; but inftead of configning them to a 
gloomy grave, they will honour the whole 
with a Roman funeral, by conlign ing them 
to the flames with great folemnity, before 
the o-atoo uf ihe Uuitom-houfe. 

There 
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There indeed," continued he, " in the 
vis-ii-..is that palfes before us. there is a 
poor mortal hailening to her eternal home, 
fatter than her nimble- footed bays, and as 
fad as time can carry her." " Gracious 
Heavens," exclaimed DonPerez, "what can 
you mean? the fiulh of health is on her 
cheek, and fhe feems formed but to com 
mand love and create defire." C{ Alas, my 
dear friend," faid Afmodeus, u how ap 
pearances deceive you^ mortals ! She is an 
exacl: counterpart of the fepulchre where 
fhe will fhortly repofe. Fair without, and 
charming to the eye, but within, nothing 
but filth and rottenefs." " The gentlemen 
of the Cuftom-houfe," replied Don Clco- 
fas, " will not, I truft, feize her cargo as 
contraband." Ci By no means," aniwered 
the Demon ; tl but they ought not to admit 
it into port till fhe has produced a bill of 
health/' 

" Thefe fuperb houfes which you fee to 
the right and left," faid the Devil upon 
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Two Sticks, as they parTed down St.James's- 
ftreet, " have been erected by different fo- 
cieties of people of fafliion, for the fole 
purpofe of gaming with convenience; but 
as they are not generally frequented in the 
day time, I muft contrive to afford you a 
peep into them during our nocturnal ex- 
curfions. And that old building," con 
tinued he, " which we are now approach 
ing, is the entrance of the Palace, whofe 
back-front you have already feen from the 
Park." * r And the nation/' faid Don Cleo- 
fas, tc ought to be afhamed of it." " They 
are fo," replied the Demon ; " and there 
the matter ends. The King, \vho has a 
fcientific knowledge of architecture, poffef- 
fed an ardent v;ifli, and, as it is believed, a 
full determination, when, he rirft alcended 
the throne, to erecl: a palace worthy the 
fovereign of fo great an empire ; but die 
war in which the kingdom was then enga~ 
ged, the domeflic broils and party confu- 
fions that difturbed the nation, before it had 
recovered its flrejigth from the reftorativcs 

of 
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of peace, with the rife, progrefs, and con- 
fequences of the American troubles, have 
hitherto prevented, and will now, in all 
probability, for ever prevent him from 
executing this favourite defign." 

As they entered the Park, " The houfe 
to the left of us," faid Afmodeus, c ' is inha 
bited by the defcendant of a noble Duke, 
\vhofe name made Europe tremble, and 
has the ftamp of immortality imprefled 1 
upon it. The inheritor of his titles pofief- 
fes none of the activity, and as little of the 
genius of his glorious anceftor ; but, hav 
ing the good fenfe to difcover, that he has 
not the talents requifite to {nine in the buf- 
tle of public buiinefs, he contents hirnfclf 
with ^maintaining a private dignity, pur- 
fuing tranquil amufements, and praftifing 
the domeftic virtues. Though fome of 
his expences have been fplendid, fuch is 
the good humour of mankind, he is ac- 
cufed, as well as his Duchefs, of an ceco- 
nomical difpofition, difgraceful to his im- 

mcnfe 
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nenfe fortune. CEconomy, however, is 
10 inconfiderable virtue, and a failure of 
t, where a numerous and growing family 
ook for provifion, fuitable to their high 
ank, is not only a folly but a crime. 
This noble Duke is guilty of neither, and 
:very wife man will applaud him." 

As they walked down the Mall, ff I muft 
mtreat you, my good friend," faid the 
Demon, " to favour with your particular 
itcention, the elderly gentleman who has 
this moment taken the feat to the right : 
A.-S we pafs, caft an eye of obfervation on 
lim. He is one of the moft fingular per- 
bns that a nation, remarkable for the 
2jreat variety of its characters, at this time 
)oireires. After dinner, I will amufe you, 
or half an hour, with his uncommon hif- 
ory." I perceive nothing," faid Don 
Cleofas, " that is particular in his appear- 
nceorphyfiognomy;" "and that is,"inter- 
upted Afmodeus, " one of the peculiar 
ircumilances, by which he fhapes the 

courfe 

3 
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courfe of his fingular, unfufpected, and not 
unprofitable life." 

" That large, but heavy edifice before 
us, and beneath which we are about to 
pafs, is called the Horfe-Guards, becaufe 
the cavalry on the King's duty, mounts 
guard there. It alfo contains apartments 
for the holding of courts-martial, and 
other buiinefs relative to the army It 
was a public work, and ought therefore 
to have pofferTed all the architectural beau-: 
ty which it was capable of receiving ; but,^ 
like many, indeed one might fay, like molt 
public works, it was a job ; in which the ', 
emoluments of thofe who were employed,] 
were confidered in preference to the cha 
racter and magnificence of the nation to 
whom it belongs.'* 

When they came to Whitehall " That 
fuperb building," continued the Demon, 
" is part of a royal palace, which, for 
the honour of the nation, ought to have 

been 
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been completed. It is the work of an 
Englifh architect j and if it had been his 
only defign, would have placed his name 
in the rank it now holds among the fii ft 
of his profeffion. It is alfo remarkable 
for having been the theatre of one of the 
moft ftriking events of modern hiftory. 
On a fcaffold, in the front of, and contigu 
ous to the building, Charles the Firft, an 
unfortunate fovereign of this country, was 
-doomed tolofe his head by the hands of a 
public executioner, and on the condemna 
tion of a felf-created tribunal of his own 
fubjects. It is called the Banquetting- 
houfe ; and did, indeed, produce an unex 
ampled feaft, to glut the republican zea 
lots of the laft century." ' I remember 
the ftory well," faid Don Cleofas j " and 
it is on the anniverfary of this extraordi 
nary execution, according to a wicked wit, 
named Voltaire, that every Monarch in 
Europe rifes from his bed with a crick in 
his neck." " He was an unlucky rogue," 
faid Afmodeus, " and a very great favour 
ite 
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ite of our community. But I muft claim 
your attention to that little man, drefled 
in blue, who looks up fo attentively to the 
building, and, pulling of his hat, makes 
a moil reverential obeifance as he pafTes." 

tc I prefume," faid Don Cleofas, " he is 
fome great admirer of architectural beauty; 
and it is in this manner, without doubt, 
that he manifefts his veneration for a chef 
d'truire in his favourite fcience." " It was 
iir.poftible for you to guefs," replied Af- 
modeus, ff unlefs you Vvere infpired, that 
this filly man is nothing more than a zea 
lous republican, who offers this mark of 
refpect to the edifice before us, whenever 
he pafTes it, becaufe it was the fcene of a 
royal execution. He is a tradefman of 
this city, who fancies himfelf a very pro 
found politician : And though he would 
not fcruple to tread upon the neck of a 
King, he does not difcover the lead delicacy, 
when an occafion offers, in charging home 
on the purfes of fubjedts. But this is not 

all;- 



73 

all : the fine equeftrian ftatue juft before 
us, is a reprefentation of the unhappy Mo* 
narch we have already mentioned :" 
tl And that is an object," interrupted Don 
Cleofas, " which the little republican tradef- 
man would, I fuppofe, avoid with the ut- 
moft precaution :"i " By no means," an- 
fwered the Demon, " for he has more than 
once rifqued a fractured limb from the 
pafling carriages, in order to difcharge his 
rheum upon the Pedeftal. 

" That noble pile of building," conti 
nued he, " which we are approaching, 
contains a part of the royal ftables ; and 
the {lately form of it, has given occafion 
to have it obferved, with fomething of wit 
in the farcafm, that his Majefty's ftables 
have the appearance of a palace, and that 
his palace is not treated unjuftly, when it 
isfaid to have the appearance of a ftable. 

" But," continued he, " we will now, if 
you pleafe, rmifli our morning's excurfion, 
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and return to our hotel, which we fhall 
reach in a few minutes ; and I doubt not, 
my fiiend, that you will be well pleafed 
with the goud dinner it is preparing for 
you. Your mind, as you well know, is 
fpiritual, and I will undertake to nourifh it 
with my kind of fpiritual fuftenance ; but 
as for your body, it is good flelh and 
blood ; to fupport which, you mufl have 
recourfe to cooks who are made of the 
fame materials.'' 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Wherein the DEVIL upon Two STICKS 
fulfils his Promife of relating to DON CLEO- 
FAS LEANDRO PEREZ ZAMBULLO, the 
Hiflory of the Gentleman hefaiv in the Park. 

T~\ON CLEOFAS having finilhed his 
*^\ dinner in great comfort, reminded 
the Demon of the promife he made to 
entertain him with an account of the gen 
tleman whom he had particularly recom 
mended to his attention, as they pafled 
through the Park. t( Let me firft, my 
dear fir," faid Afmodeus, * f prepare your 
coffee, and then you will be fo good as 
to prepare your attention." This little 
arrangement being fettled, the Devil upon 
Two Sticks began the following fingular re 
lation : 

Da An 
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dn hiflorical Dcfcription of M UNIVERSAL 
SPY, or Unfufpcfied Politician. 

" Mr. , for that is the gen 
tleman's name," faid Afmodeus, <f is de- 
fcended from a family of great refpeft 
among the antient gentry of the North of 
England : his father, who was a younger 
brother, was, in the earlier! part of life, 
a fupercargo in the fervice of the Eaft 
India Company j but an old maiden aunt 
leaving him a very handfome fortune, he 
never repeated his voyage, and left his 
original, as well as acquired property, very 
much improved, at his death, to his only 
fon, the object of our prefent confideration, |P 
who was then about eight years old, and 
had been, for fome time, placed at a pri- 1 
vate fchool of reputation, in the neigh- J Pf 
bourhood of London. The valuable wo 
man, his mother, had died about twoi 
years before j a circumftance which wasF> 
the principal caufe of his father's death, 

whofe 
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\vhofe fenfibility could not bear up againft 
fuch an irreparable lofs : fo that our young 
gentleman was left to the care of two dii- 
tant relations, who, with unremitting at 
tention, fulfilled the directions his father 
gave concerning his education, when he 
lay on his death-bed. As they are of {an 
gular excellence, and as they may, in 
fome fmall degree, account for the cha 
racter of the fon, I will repeat them to 
you. 

" When this worthy gentleman found 
that he was drawing nigh to his end, he 
Cent for the two relations whom he had ap 
pointed to be his executors ; and, after 
thanking them, again and again, for their 
friendfhip, during a life which was now 
approaching its period, he entreated them 
to transfer it to the little boy he fhould 
leave behind him. * You well know/faid 
he, * that the death of that excellent wo- 
* man, my wife, has greatly, if not altoge- 
1 ther, contributed to bring me to the (itu- 
D 2 *ation 

M 
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* ation in which you now behold me : It 
'may be thought, indeed, that, as fhe left 

* me a fon, I ought, for the fake of them 

* both, to have ftruggled with life more 
willingly, and, of courfe, more effectually 
< than I have done : But I am fully con- 

' vinced, that my fenfibilities are fuch as to | 

* difqualify me for the tafk of educating a| 

* child as I ought ; and it will probably be 

* a very great advantage to him that I am 
' taken hence j by which event, the bufmefs 
' of preparing him for the world, will de- 
' volve upon thofe who are fo much better 
'qualified to execute the important bu- 
iinefs. I fhall,' continued he, ' trouble 
' you with the care of my foil's fortune, 
' till he has attained the age of twenty-five 

* years. For this reflraint, he, perhaps, at 
' twenty-one, will not thank me, but at 
'thirty, he will be of a different opinion ; 
' and I would rather that the memory of 
' his father mould be accompanied with the 
' gratitude of his mature, than his more 
' early years. You will fix him firm in the 

* path 
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; I ' path of honour, for you are honourable 
c men. You will teach him to deteft a bafe 

* a<5hon in others, and to mudder at it in 
f himfeif, as you have both of you done 
' throughout your lives. Tell him that the 
' language of truth is fuperior to all the 

* languages of the world, and that the fci- 

* ence of an honefl man, is the fupreme 
c knowledge of life. Inftrudlhim in the art 

* of doing good to others, without injury to 
'himlelf; and teach him, if poflible, to 
' guard againil the frequent inconvenience 
'of fenfibility, if that fhould prove apart 
*cf his heritage, by the precautions ofpru- 
c dence ; and as he will r. ofTefs a gentleman's 
( fortune, infpire him to enjoy it with the 
' fpirit of a gentleman.' Thefe were aimed 
the laft words of the dying man , and, as 
far as depended upon ths care of thofe to 
whom they were addreiTccl, the requefts 
they conveyed were punctually fulfilled. 

" At this period., the boy had difcover- 
ed no token of any peculiarity of charac- 
D 4 ter 



O DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

teror genius, and he remained like' the ge 
nerality of boys of his age, till, about three 
years after, a circumstance arofe, which 
feems to have given the prevailing colour 
of his future life. 

" In the immediate vicinity of hisfchool, 
there lived a gentleman of large fortune, 
and equal benevolence, who, during the 
fummer feafon, was continually fending 
prefents of fruit to his young neighbours, 
as he was pleafed to call them, of the 
fchool. However, fome among the elder 
members of this community, proved their 
defccndancy from the common mother, 
Eve, by pofieffing a ftronger propenfity 
to forbidden fruit, than that which came 
from a gratuitous hand. Under this fatal, 
but hereditary imprefiion, they formed a 
plan to rob the garden of that kind bene 
factor, from the produce of which, and the 
kindnefs of whom, they were fo often and 
ib plentifully regaled. 

" Our 
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"Our young hero, fhocked at the ingra 
titude of fuch a fcheme, but not daring to 
take any open methods to oppofe it, em 
ployed his whole thoughts how he might 
circumvent the difgraceful project. Many 
different fchemes fuggefted themfelves to 
his mind, but they all ended in a determi 
nation to write a notice of the delign, as 
well as he could, in printed characters, and 
to introduce it into one of the large com 
mon prayer-books belonging to the gen 
tleman's pew, in the parim church : And 
though he, at that time, pofieffed all the 
puerile fears of ghofts and goblins, he had 
the courage, very late in the evening, when 
fome of the parilhioners were ringing a 
peal, to enter the church, and execute his 
defign. On the Sunday following,, the 
gentleman found the paper, took proper 
meafures to prevent the intended robbery 
of his garden, and, in. compliance with 
the wifh expreffed in this extraordinary no 
tice, never purfued any enquiry after the 
D 5 writer 
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writer of it, or made any mention what 
ever, of the circumftances relating to it. 

" The fuccefs of this firft undertaking, 
feems to have ftamped at once that peculiar 
mark on his character which it flill bears, 
and which will only be effaced by the hand 
of death. He now became more ferious 
and thoughtful than he had hitherto been ; 
and, during the times of recreation, his 
mind was continually employed in contri 
ving fome fecret act of good-nature, hu 
manity, or, what he conceived to be juf- 
tice. Among many of his arrangements, 
at this period, I (hall felect one, merely as 
an example of the reft. Several of the 
fcholars having declared an intention to 
bathe in a certain large pond, at fome dif- 
tance from the fchool, which he had good 
reafon to apprehend was of a depth, in many 
parts of it, which might endanger their 
lives, he gave a man half-a- crown to meet 
them there, as by chance, and to terrify 
them from their defign Jsy the pofitive in 
formation, 
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formation, that the piece of water was 
flocked with hedge-hogs. 

" His mafler alfo was indebted to an 
item of the fame fecret management for 
his removal from the laborious drudgery 
of a fchool, to the eafe and comfort of a 
valuable benefice. At this time he was 
become a parlour boarder, and ufed al 
ways to dine with his matter ; and that gen 
tleman being one day urged by a friend at 
his table, to apply for a vacant living in 
the neighbourhood, he declared, with a figh, 
that although the preferment in queflion, 
would make him one of the happieft men 
in the world, he could not bring himfelf 
to afk for it, if he were even certain that 
it would be immediately granted to his 
requeft. 

"On this idea, our young gentleman 
fet himfelf inftamly to work ; wrote an 
anonymous letter to the patron of the li 
ving ; and, when night approached, hav- 
D 6 ing 
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ing difguifed himfelf in the gardener's great 
coat, he ran two miles to deliver it at the 
Lodge of the Park. It was immediately 
forwarded to the houfe 3 and the gentle 
man, to whom it was addrefled, read as 
follows : * Why, Sir, do you helitate a 
moment, to whom you fhould prefent 
' your vacant living ? The mafler of the 
f neighbouring fchool pofleffes merit, as 

* you well know, that deferves every thing ; 

* and at the fame time is adorned with 
' a moft amiable modefly, which will not 
' fuffer him to a(k for any thing.' The 
fingularity of this laconic epiftlej happened 
to hit the whim of the moment ; and as 
the gentleman was peftered and plagued 
with continual applications for the benefice 
in queftion, he inftantly determined to put 
an end, at once, to all the trouble of felici 
tation, by yielding to the fuggeftions of 
his anonymous correfpondent; and, with 
out communicating .the why or the where 
fore, the very next, morning, fent the pre- 

fentation,. 
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fentation, executed in all due form, to the 
aftonifhed and unfufpedting fchool-mafter. 

" While Mr. was at the Uni- 

verfity, he employed the intervals of fevere 
ftudy, in the indulgence of his extraordi 
nary and fingular tafte for fecret adlions. 
Under the veil of an apparent inattention 
to what was palling around him, he con 
trived to inform himfelf of every thing ; 
and being very afliduous in profecuting 
his ftudies, and minutely regular in all the 
College duties, he was thelaftperfon whom 
the moft fcrutinizing would have regarded 
as the author of the different anonymous 
notices which, from time to time, flew 
about the Univerfity, during his refidence 
there; many of which were productive of 
private and public utility, without giving 
jufl caufe of complaint to any individual 
whatever. 

" At this time, the leading principle 
of his actions was that of doing good to all, 

without 
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without giving pain to any; and he was 
fo happy as to have found it, in fome de 
gree, practicable within the walls of a col 
lege : But as he advanced in life, and had 
acquired a little more experience of human 
affairs, his difpofition underwent a change j 
and the delire of doing things in a fecret 
and fingular manner, predominated over 
every other confideration. Philanthropy 
now became a fecondary principle with 
him, and humour was to be indulged, be 
fore what remained of fentiment could be 
gratified. He would give a crown to a 
beggar who only afked for a halfpenny, ra 
ther from a defire to fee the aftonifhment 
fuch a bounteous and unexpected alms 
would occafion, than from a reflection on 
the happinefs it would afford to the cra 
ving mendicant. At one time he indulg 
ed the conceit of filling a pocket with flices 
of bread and meat, well ftrewed with fait, 
and carefully wrapped up in feparate pa 
pers j and when a beggar implored his 
charity, inftead of money, he ufed to pre- 

fent 
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fent him one of thefe cold collations, not 
Ib much from a charitable refinement, as 
from a certain fatisfaction he felt in ob~ 
ferving the kind of furprife or temper with 
which fuch an unexpected boon would be 
received. He continued this uncommon 
practice till a fturdy beggar, to whom he 
had given a cold mutton-chop in the ufual 
form, afked him, in a faucy tone, if he 
took him for a dog, that he gave him a 
bone ? and threw it, without any ceremony, 
in his face. This circumftance was the 
fource of much quiet mirth to him at the 
time, and has occasionally ferved to amufe 
his fancy to the prefent hour. When he 
was in Ireland, finding a poor family by 
the way-fide, the children of which had 
never tailed meat, he bought a leg of mut 
ton at the next town, took it himfelf to the 
cabin they inhabited, fuperintended the 
cooking of it, and having amufed himfelf 
with feeing the joint devoured, he gave 
the mother wherewithal to buy a couple of 
fheep, and took his leave; fatisfied rather 

with 
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with the fight of half a dozen boys and 
girls eating meat for the firft time, than 
affected with the grateful bleflings which 
accompanied his departure. 

" In this manner did our young gentle 
man fliape his courfe. On quitting the 
Univerfity, he employed four years in 
making an inquifitive, but folitary tour, 
for he always travelled alone, through 
every part of England, Scotland, Wales, 
Ireland, and their adjacent iflands; and, 
at the conclufion of it, having attained the 
age of twenty -five years, he entered into 
poffeflion of the eftate his father had left 
him, and fet off foon afterwards, to make 
a iimilar tour through every part of the 
European continent, and the nethermoft 
borders of Afia and Africa. 

" In this tour he employed ten years; and, 
at the end of that period, knew more of 
the languages, cuftoms, policy, commerce, 
arts and character of the different nations 

and 
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and ftatcs of Europe, than any perfon in it. 
He viiited the iflands of the Archipelago, 
refided for fome time in Conftantinople, 
viiited antient Greece, examined the Py 
ramids > and, having traverfed, at great ha 
zard of his life, a confiderable part of the 
empire of Morocco, arrived at fetuaii) and 
palTed over to Gibraltar* in the hope of 
obtaining a pafTage from thence, by fea, 
to his native country; but there not being 
any immediate opportunity of returning 
to England, he became impatient, and went 
on board a veffel bound for Genoa ', from 
thence he palTed through Sc.i"y into -Swit 
zerland) where he propofed to while away 
a few months, and return home by die way 
of France : But this defign was alfo in 
terrupted. 

tl The day after his arrival at Conftance, he 
was feized with a fever, that was attended 
with very alarming fymptoms, and from 
which his recovery was very tedious. 
When he began to gain a little ftrength, he 

went 
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went to lodge at the houfe of his phyfician, 
by whofe care, and the kind attention of 
his beautiful daughter, tie was at length 
reftorcd to his former ftate of health and 
activity. This charming girl he foon after 
married ; and, perhaps, the oddity of an 
Englh% gentleman of fortune forming a 
matrimonial connection with the daughter 
of a German phyfician at Conftance, might 
fhare die palm of this connubial union, 
with the perfonal charms and amiable qua 
lifications of the young lady. 

nt mis priKx lie rcuucu Upwards Ox fcur 
years, without once quitting it, but to 
make an occafional and hafty trip to Geneva, 
where his letters of credit were addreiTed. 
Nor is it poffible to determine how long 
he would have remained in this fitaation, if 
if death had not diffolved his marriage. 

Mrs. had already given him 

two children, who fcarce furvived their 
birth; but in bringing a third into the 
world, fhe herfelf quitted it for ever, and 

took 
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took her offspring with her. Soon after 
this event, he purchafed a fmall eftate in 
the neighbourhood of Con/lance for his 
father-in-law, and haftened, with all poi- 
iible expedition, to England. 

"His wife was a woman who would have 
been adored by moil men, and Ihe was fin- 
cerely efteemed by him. Nay, he will now, 
at times, infpiteofall his fancies, make 
faft his door, and, placing a fine miniature 
picture of her on his table, look at, and 
converfe with it, for an hour together: 
and, having indulged fomething like a flow 
of fentiment, the predominant humour 
will then take its turn ; when he will laugh 
moil heartily to think that his peculiarities 
are placed by his relations and acquaintance 
to the fcore of his being an old bachelor, 
when he was, in fad:, a married man up 
wards of four years, and had been the fa 
ther of three children , as he would fay to 
himfelf, fuch as they were. 



On 
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" On his return to Eugland t he feemed to 
all who had known him before, to have 
fallen, as it were, from fome*other planet ^ 
and he found, to his entire fatisfaction, that 
the courfe of his various routes was known 
only as the letters of his banker had betray 
ed it i a'nd that the particular circumflances 
of his travels were as iecret as he could wifli 
them. He avoids, as much as pofiible, 
the making any new acquaintance, and 
contents himfelf with the fociety of his re 
lations; who, from a regard to his^many 
good qualities, as well as, perhaps, fome 
natural expectation* of what he may kave 
behind him, are in a continual flate of emu 
lation to acquire his favour. He receives 
their attentions with good humour, deals 
out his kindnefs with generofity, and 
pleafes himfelf with thinking how each of 
them, who experts a preference in his will, 
will be refpectively disappointed, when it 
fhall be difcovered that he has made no 
will whatever; but has left the law to dip- 
tribute his fortune in fuch proportions, 

among 
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among them allj as their various degrees 
of con fangu inky may give them a right to 
claim. 



" When I fay that he is the moft learned and 
thebefl informed man of the times in which 
he lives, I do not mean to difparage thofe 
who enjoy the firft rank in the republic of 
letters, as well as in the academies and cabi 
nets of any country - t and while he is con- 
fciousofhis own fuperiority, he finds his 
particular humour gratified' in obferving, 
that no one appears to have difcovered 
that he has any claim to it. His great 
object, after a ftricl: obfervance of the moral 
duties, is, to appear to be what he is not, 
or rather to throw an innocent veil over 
what he is ; and his fuccefs is equal to 
his wifhes. 

" But he does not wrap up his talents in a 
napkin ; all orders of men, and in alrnoft 
every part of the kingdom, are, by fome 
means or other, occafionajly inftructed by 

him; 
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him ; and they who are at the head of it, 
are inflructed the moft. From long habit, 
he has acquired the art of exprefling his 
thoughts on the moft profound and com 
plicated, as well as the more elegant fub- 
jects, with a degree of accuracy, perfpicu- 
ity, and precifion, that is feldom found in 
die compolitions of the beft writers. 

" He purchafes his writing materials as 
he faunters about the town, fometimes in 
one part of it, and fometimes in another; 
and when he retires to his chamber at 
night, after having bolted the inner door, 
and feen that all is faft, he indites his la 
conic epiftles on the night- table by his bed- 
fide, enclofes them in unfufpicious enve 
lopes, and quietly drops them into the 
boxes of receipt for letters, in that part of 
the town where his next morning's walk 
may lead him. But this is not all ; he has 
acquired the art of varying the characters 
of his writing at pleafure and without end : 
a faculty which proves extremely ufeful 

indeed, 
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indeed, to the accomplifhment of his de- 
figns. 

" Minifters of every department re 
ceive from him the mod curious informa 
tion, and the moft important inftruclion : 
but Minifters are fo univerfally governed 
by their own palfions, interefh and necef- 
lities, that he has been the leaft ufeful 
where his fuggeftions are calculated to be 
the moft beneficial. The lawn and the 
ermine are greatly indebted to him -, and 
I will take an opportunity of mewing you 
a phyfician, who has rifen into eminence 
by adopting the hints of this anonymous 
inftructor- Profeflbrs of the arts, and teach 
ers of fcience, are not without their obliga-' 
tions to him; and a very celebrated a<5bor 
of the prefent age, who had received from 
this fource a regular feries of criticifms on 
every branch of theatrical exhibition, was 
tempted, again and again, topublifh them 
as his own, and would moft gladly have 
done it, if he could have fuppofed, for 

a mo- 
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a moment, that the original writer of them 
would have been contented that another 
Ihould fteal his immortality from him. 

" Nor are there any of the inferior bodies 
or focieties of men, who are not, at feme 
time or other, indebted to him, for throw 
ing new lights on their refpeclive objecls, 
or aiding the purpofes of their refpective in- 
ftitutions. But his notices are not confined 
to the court or the city : they fometimes 
pervade, and have been of fervice to the 
diftant provinces. The manufacturer has 
been aflifled by his fuggeftions ; and it mufl 
arife from their own obflinacy, if the far 
mer who cultivates the furface of the earth, 
and the miner who fearches into the bow 
els of it, have not received advantage from 
his inftruclions. 

" The pleafures and happinefs of indi 
viduals are alfo the objects of his concern. 
If he fees a curious book upon a ftall, or 
a valuable picture at a broker's, he will 

con- 
5 
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contrive to give immediate information to 
fome one, whofe library will be enriched, 
or whofe cabinet enhanced, by fuch an 
acquifition. It was but laft week that 
he gave notice, in his ufual way, to a ce 
lebrated collector of medals, where he 
might find, and acquire for a trifle, the 
very coins he had long fought after in 
vain, to compleat a mofl curious feries of 
them. The antiquarian is fo delighted 
with his acquifition, that he has made a 
codicil to his will, on purpofe to bequeath 
a legacy of two hundred pounds to any 
perlbn who can prove himfelf to be the 
author of this valuable intelligence. IF 

Mr. fhould, by furvivorfhip, become 

acquainted with this event, it will afford 
him many a jovial hour. 

<e As he goes every where, and obferves 
every thing, he has fometimes contrived 
to point out genius in obfcurity, and ta 
lents that were unknown. The fairer part 
of the creation has fometimes, though very 
rarely, been favoured with his atten- 

VOL, I, E tion 
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tion. He fees the irrefiftible predomi 
nance of fafhion, and knows the human, 
or rather the female heart, too well to be 
lieve, that anonymous remonftrance will 
preponderate in the mind of youth and 
beauty, againfl the influence of perfonal 
flattery or fafhionable propenfity. He has, 
however, ventured to convey his obfer- 
vations on virtue, manners and tafte, to 
the toilettes of fome very diftinguifhed 
females. To one lady, in particular, of 
very high rank, he inclofed an eflay on 
education, to whofe anonymous inftruc- 
tions her daughters are greatly indebted, 
for their acknowledged fuperiority among 
the higher orders of female youth. 

" In this manner he has employed, with 
very little interruption, the lafl ten years 
of his life; and in the fame manner he will 
continue to employ the reft of his days ; 
which a good conftitution, a temperate 
conduct and an eafy mind, will help to 
continue to no common period, always en 
joying the folitary jo^e of doing fo much, 

and 
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and not being fufpecled by thofe with 
whom he lives of doing any thing. 

" If this hiftory," obferved the Devil 
upon Two Sticks, " were given to the 
world, it would be confidered as the off- 
fpring of fome fantaftic invention. But 
I do affure you," continued he, " that 
fuch a character does this day exift ; and 
that the elderly gentleman, fitting on the 
bench in Saint James's Park, whom I, 
a few hours ago, recommended to your at 
tention, is that unexaggerated character. 

ee Having thus performed my promife," 
faid Afmodeus, " and given you a portrait 
that the Engiifh nation alone could pro 
duce, we will now, ifyoupleafe, proceed 
to the comedy, where a new fcene of 
amufement and inftruction will prefent 
itfelf before you." Don Cleofas readily 
confented to the propofal ; and, in a very 
(hort time, they were advantageoufly placed 
in one of the Theatres, fo as to have an 
equal view of the audience and the actors. 
E 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

D R u R Y-L A N E THEATRE. 



CLEOFAS, enchanted with the 
brilliant appearance of the Theatre, 
could not refrain from expreiling the com 
plete fatisfaction he enjoyed in the con 
templation of it. <c This fpectacle alone," 
he exclaimed, " is well worth the trouble 
of coming from Madrid to behold, even 
if I had purfued my journey in the com 
mon mode, and fuffered alJ the inconve- 
niencies which are experienced by common 
travellers. Our theatres in Spain are dun 
geons when compared with this : the au 
dience here are as vifible as the actors :" 
" and fhall be," interrupted the Demon, 
" as pregnant with amufement to you. 
The firft ftages were erected in tennis- 
courts, and by a flrange, unaccountable 

pre- 
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prejudice, the greater part of Europe ftill 
preferves that inconvenient form: while* 
partly from cecoriomy, and, perhaps, to 
heighten the brilliance of the flage, that 
part of the theatre is feen, in other coun 
tries, to confine all the illumination to 
itfelf. 

<c But in this country of wealth and 
good fenfe, thefe matters are, as you fee, 
much better managed : though, perhaps, 
there never was a period when the Eng- 
lilh ftage was at a lower ebb than at 
the prefent moment. It cannot boaft one 
tragic actor of fuperior merit j and a fmgle 
actrefs, whofe performance you will pre- 
fently witnefs, alone fupports the dignity 
and pathos of the tragic fcene. You will 
fee the power that fhe is about to exert 
over this numerous and fplcndid audience; 
though in the particular character which 
fhe is to perform, there are circumftances 
of diftrefs fo very affecting, as to give her 
acting a degree of influence which fhe does 
not pofiefs in any other character. 

3 "In 
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te In comedy the ftage is much better 
fupported, though grimace actually threat 
ens to banifh that juft reprefentation * of 
nature in which the perfection of thea 
trical reprefentation confifls. In fhort, the 
pure tafte of former times begins to lofe 
ground, and the tragedy which contrives 
to command tears, and the comedy which 
contrives to compel laughter, though na 
ture has nothing to do with either, will, ac 
cording to die diipofition of the prefent 
day, be aJmoft certain of the popular ap 
probation.' 

Cf But what," exclaimed Don Cleofas, 
ft can be the caufe of this fudden uproar, 
which proceeds, as I think, from the gal 
lery above us." " It is nothing more," 
anfwered Afmodeus, <f than a little erup 
tion of liberty, which proves the ftrength 
of the conftitution that throws it forth. 
The lower claiTes generally occupy that 
part of the theatre from whence this voci 
feration proceeds ; and the object of it, at- 
prefent, is to direct the orcheftra to perform 

one 
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one of thofe popular tunes which never 
fail, in this country, to charm the ear and 
elevate the fpirits of vulgar patriotifm. 
But the curtain rifes j and I muft now, if 
you pleafe, dired your whole attention to 
the Itage. As the fcenes proceed, I fhall juil- 
hint to you the leading circumftances of 
them. 

" The aclrefs I have already mentioned 
to you, is at this moment making her en 
trance, and is received, as you hear, with 
the moft unbounded applaufe from every 
part of the theatre. She is, as I before 
intimated, the moft eminent tragedian 
of the prefent day; and has been ho 
noured with a greater degree of public fa 
vour, than was ever beftowed, by the En- 
glim nation, on a woman in her fituation. 
As me proceeds in her part, you will per 
ceive the progrefs of her power over the 
audience before her. This crowded af- 
fembly which, when we firfl entered, looked 
fo gay, will foon be diliblved in one uni- 
E 4 verfal 
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verfal fympathy; and that hum of plea- 
fure, which preceded therifmg of the cur- 
ain, will fink into the filence of the grave. 
Already you mayobferve, how every coun 
tenance anfwers to the feelings which fhe 
awakens in the heart." " Indeed," laid 
Don Cleofas, " I myfelf, who am ignorant 
of th? language Ihe fjpeaks, begin to feel 
the afcendancy of her magic pGV/Cr*; * n A 
i f the mere tones of her voice, if her looks 
and geftures have fuch an effect upon me, 
I cannot be furprifed at the influence {he 
cxercifes over an audience, who, to the 
power of what they fee, feel the added 
charm of what they hear and underftand. 
Already I perceive many a white handker 
chief preparing to be moiflened with the 
ftreams whofe fources fhe will unlock.'* 
* c Women are eaiily affected," obferved the 
Demon; " a little ftage trick will generally 
command their tears j and though there is 
a confiderable portion of it employed in 
this evening's exhibition, yet, when you 
fee a large body of people, compofed of the 

dif- 
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different fexes, and confiding of perfons of 
every age, temper, and fituation ; I fay, 
when you fee fuch an audience as that 
around you, melted into a general fym- 
pathetic forrow, it would be the moft ob- 
ftinate injuftice not to acknowledge, that 
the fkill which is capable of working up 
the fcene to fuch an erfecl, is of a very fu- 
perior nature. 

<e Obferve that man drefTed in black," 
continued Afmodeus, " in one of the 
lower boxes oppofite to us, who is affected 
with fuch violent emotions, that he is ob. 
liged to retire to a back-feat : he is a great 
law officer, to whom any fenfibility of a 
tender nature, has never been imputed, 
He paffes fentence on the devoted crimi 
nal without any apparent diftrefs ; in pro 
nouncing the awful fiat of rigid juftice, 
he was never yet ieen to fhed a tear : 
nay, the execution of that folemn duty, 
does not check the ordinary appetite for his 
dinner: Neverthelefs, the actrefs now on 
E 5 the 
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the ftage, makes him (hake from mental 
agitation." 

" I verily believe," faid Don Cleofas, 
wiping his cheeks, " that fhe would draw 
tears from the eye's of an inquifitor."- 
" How that might be," replied Afmodeus, 
" I (hall not pretend to determine j but 
this I know, and which is of more confe- 
quence to her, fne draws a very confidera- 
ble income from the approbation of the 
public." " She loves money then, perhaps, 
as much as reputation," fai.d Don Cleofas* 
" Much better," anfwered the Demon, 
(l and has given ample proofs of a very 
narrow fpirit : fhe is only great when fhe is 
acting ; the lady is little enough when fhe 
returns to herfelf. But, perhaps, fhe may 
forefee, what will one day happen, that fhe 
will perform to thofe benches alone, which 
are now fo covered with admiring Ipecta- 
tors, and therefore is determined to make 
the moft of popular favour while it lafts. 
The public naturally become fatigued with 

the 
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the repetition of excellence itfelf. This 
lady has a brother alfo, who, without a 
fingle natural qualification to make, a good 
actor, confiders himfelf as one of the firft 
theatrical performers in the world ; and 
has, befides, got pofTeflion of an idea, that 
his critical knowledge of the ftage is equal 
to his acting. His fitter, unfortunately,' is 
of the fame opinion, and by fubmitting to 
his judgment, (he is daily diininifhing die 
excellence fhe had attained by the gui 
dance of her own. 

" The actor who performs the princi 
pal part with her, is a man of education 
and amiable manners ; who, without pof- 
feffing the firft clafs of theatrical talents, 
is a fenfible, an uieful, and leading per* 
former ; though his better parts are in the 
line of comedy. His theatrical character, 
meets with the approbation of the pub 
lic j and his conduct, as a private in 
dividual, has rendered him eft im able in the 
opinion of all who know him. As for 
E 6 thofe 
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thofe who fill up the under parts of the 
piece, they are not worthy of our attention 
either for their public merits or their pri 
vate virtues ; and I will not withdraw your 
attention from the performance, by any 
further interruption." 

The play being, at length, concluded, 
the Demon defired Don Cleofas to direct 
his obfervation to a very handfome woman 
in the ftage-box: <c That is," faid Afmo- 
deus, <c a married lady of quality, who is 
a moft lovely pattern of conjugal affection ; 
neverthelefs, malice had contrived to infert, 
in one of the public papers, a moft fcan- 
dalous and difgraceful charge of infidelity 
to her lord. Her innocence did not pro- 
ted: her from that envy of her fex, which, 
like its fhadow, waits upon fuperior beauty; 
and the fabrication ferved, for a fhort time, 
to furnifh malignity with its daily meal ; 
but though the wretched invention was 
foon forgotten, and the publiihers of it fe- 
verely punifhed, Ihe has not yet entirely 

recovered 
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recovered her former flow of fpirits ; 
it will be long, perhaps, before (he will be 
able to fmother the remembrance of an 
event, which is fcarce to be found in any 
memory but her own. 

" In the next box is a lady who fhould 
facrifice liberally to fortune, if the gifts of 
that capricious goddefs were always ac 
companied with any thing like afolid prof- 
perky. She was a kitchen-fervant, out of 
place, who happened to fit down on a 
bench in St. James's Park, at the very 
moment when a rich, whimiical knight, 
enraged at the conduct of his relations to 
wards him, took the fame feat, with a de 
termination to aik the hand of thefirft wo 
man to whom chance might give him an 
opportunity of making a propofal. A con- 
verfation immediately took place between 
them, and the matrimonial offer was no 
fooner made than accepted : the next morn 
ing faw it competed; and the culinary 
damfel entered at once into the poffeflion of 

wealth, 
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honours, and a hufband. To vex his rela 
tions, the Knight encouraged his bride in 
all the extravagance of drefs and equipage, 
with which, for fome time, (he aftonifhed 
and amufed the town ; and, at his death, 
which happened in a very few years after 
her marriage, (he found herfelf the legatee 
of every thing which it was in his power to 
bequeath. The poor fervant-maid, paf- 
fing through the eclat of a fplendid wife, 
was now become a very wealthy widow. 
The relations of her late hufband, however, 
inftituted a claim to what fhe pofTefled, and 
threatened to purfue their pretended rights 
with all the vexations of the law. Ignorant 
as fhe was of the world, and alarmed at 
the menaces of thefe people, fhe fought 
protection in the arms of a diilipated man 
of family; who, by becoming her hufband, 
acquired the right of defending her pro 
perty from the attacks which v/erc made 
upon it ; and having fucceeded in confirm 
ing the legal pciTeilion to her, he. verv na 
turally, took pofieflion of it hiiuicii, and 

very 
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very unceremonioufly exercifed the power he 
had obtained over it, by applying it to the 
purpofes of his own convenience, and the 
gratification of his own pleafures. Her 
life has fmce been fuch as might be natu 
rally expected in a perfon whofe mind 
is uninformed, and whofe inclinations are 
unreftrained ; and, in the opinion of moft 
people, her title excepted, it will end pret 
ty nearly as it began. 

" In the box adjoining,'* continued 
Afmodeus, " there are a young lady and 
gentleman, who, by their attentions to each 
other, might be taken for a pair of cooing 
lovers, or, at leaft, an enamoured couple, 
who v/ere married but yeflerday. They are, 
however, nothing more than brother and 
filler, who live to -ether in the moft unin 
terrupted harmony of brotheriy and iiilerly 
affeilion. He is a good-natured, fiddle- 
faddle man of fortune, with a very weak 
cor.iatution ; who, having been educated 
in the dreffing-room of his mother, is now 

transfer! ed 
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transferred to that of his fifter ; to whofe 
influence he is tamely fubmiflive, and by 
\vhofe gentle counfels he will be perfuaded 
to fettle upon her the reverfion of his 
whole fortune ; that fhe may marry, and 
produce thofe heirs to the family, which fhe 
has, by fome means or other, made him 
imagine, that he is not able to procure for 
himfelf. 

" The gentleman who is almoft afleep 
upon the feat behind them, has what is 
called a renter's fhare in this theatre, which 
gives him a free admittance into any part 
of itj and though he has no glimmerings 
of tafte, or the leaft inclination for theatri 
cal performances, and nc? knowledge what 
ever of theatrical merit, he never fails to 
occupy a feat here, every evening, for no 
other reafon in the world, but becaufe he 
can have it for nothing. 

" That fhowy young lady, with brilliants 
fparkling about her head-drefs, in the corner 

box, 
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box, is the wife of a worthy, induftrious, 
and rlourifhing merchant ; and though fhe 
is the daughter of an oilman, in Thames- 
ftreet, is never happy but when fhe is paf- 
fing, as fhe thinks, fora woman of fafhion, 
in a fide-box at the play-houfe. But, 
according to the original conftitution of 
things, all human happinefs is imperfect, 
and her temporary confequence is inter 
rupted by the reflection that fhe muft re 
turn to the vicinity of the Royal Exchange } 
where me" will carry with her a load of dif- 
content to trouble the peace of an hulband, 
who wimes to indulge her in every thing, 
but the quitting a bufmefs which is making 
him rich, for pride, poverty and contempt, 
at the weft-end of the town." 

* 

" But I wim you to inform me," faid 
Don Cleofas, " concerning a very beauti 
ful woman in the box over that of the fair 
citizen, whofe hat is as finely decorated 
with feathers, as the head of a Mexican 
princefs." <{ Alas !" anfwered the Demon, 

"the 
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c * the beauty you fo much admire, the fea 
thers that nod on her brow, and the tawdry 
drefs fhe has on, are none of her's. The 
firft is borrowed of art, and the reft is hired 
to tempt the gain of the evening. All the 
treafure fLe pofftfied was expended to pur- 
chafe the feat fhe now occupies ; and, if 
the lure fhould fail, (he muft return her de 
corations to their ufurious owner, and bd 
left without the means of purchafing a can 
dle to light her to her garret. Buf fhe is 
Only one among a little army of meretrici 
ous Amazons, who have taken their pofts 
in every part of the theatre, in order to 
make their attacks upon the paflions of the 
young, and the folly of the old, of the other 
fexj numbers of whom frequent thefe pla 
ces for no other purpofe but to meet the 
enemy ; not with a view to combat, but to 
be vanquifhed, and even to purchafe the 
nocturnal chains of a mercenary miftrefs. 
But we muft return," continued Afmodeus, 
ff from the audience to the actors. The 
after-piece is on the point of commencing; 

and 
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and you will foon perceive that the crowd 
of Ipectators, who were fb lately melted 
in-to tears by the tragic mufe, will be burft- 
ing with laughter at the frolic efforts of 
her comic fifter." "And fo 'much," faid 
Don Cleoias, fmiling, " for the boaited 
morality of the drama." 

" I comprehend you perfectly well," 
replied Afmodeusj <{ you are of opinion 
that all idea of moral improvement is over 
turned, by fuffering the ribaldry of farce to 
fucceed the gravity of tragedy: But this 
is not all ; fo much apprehenfion do the 
conducters of theatrical amufements enter 
tain of the danger of virtuous imprefTions 
from the tragic mufe, that berween the 
acts of the beft tragedies, the dance, which 
is, at beft, but a lafcivious object, is fre 
quently introduced." tc And your good 
friends, the high-plumed Amazons," faid 
Don Cleofas, " they, I fear, are not very 
aptly formed to aid the good effects of 
theatrical instruction." 

" Your 
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<f Your farcafm," anfwered the Demon, 
<c is not wholly mifapplied. The theatre 
is generally conlidered as a fchool of whole- 
fome inftruction, and a place of rational 
entertainment ; and, as a theoretic delcrip- 
tion, the opinion may not be ill-founded; 
but taken in all its practical circumftances 
and daily confequences, I, who may arro 
gate to myfelffome knowledge of the mat 
ter, do not hefitate to declare, that the thea 
tres are,- very generally fpeaking, the fchools 
of fcuuction ; and where the cunning of 
the fcene has produced one example of 
averting the influence of vice, or confirming 
the energy of virtue, I do moft readily af- 
fert, that the ribaldry, and what is called 
the wit of the ftage, with all the acceflary 
circumftances of the place, have corrupted 
numbers of innocent minds, and feduced 
the paffions of thoufands into the danger 
ous courfes of irregular life. But the open 
ing fcene now demands your attention. 

<f The 
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" The young woman who occupies it, 
poffeffes fome\vhat of a genteel figure, and 
is rather a favourite with the public : 
Though her popularity does not proceed 
fo much from any very great merit of her 
own, as from her being the beft performer 
this theatre affords in her line of acting, 
which is the woman of falhion. The ut- 
rnoft efforts of education are requifhe to 
give to thofe of high birth and great for 
tune, the eafe and dignity belonging to 
their ftation ; and even they do not always 
acquire it. How then can it be expected 
that a girl, who might be born in a barn, 
and whofe fchool has been a (trolling com 
pany of comedians, can attain what the 
moft unremitted pains, and the continual 
aflbciation with elegant life, cannot always 
procure? This actrefs, however, would 
pleafe more, if me affected lefs ; but this 
affectation rather increafes than leilens. 
It is, indeed, a part of herfelf, and not of 
any character fhe performs, and arifes from 
being eternally dangled after by a married 

man 
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man of quality, who is feparated from his 
wife. Nor does this ideal importance ter 
minate here : for, either from the fuggef- 
tions of her own filly vanity, or the pro- 
mifes of his Lordfhip's paflion, fhe pof- 
feflfes a certain expectation, whenever he 
fhall lofe his Countefs, of fucceeding to 
the coronet. 

" But for real comic powers, for life, 
fpirit and fun, for a juft, difcriminating 
reprefentation of femak foible and folly, 
the actrefs who has juft fet the audience in 
a roar, pofiefles an unrivalled eminence. 
The charming, unaffected humour which 
fhe gives to the fcene, is but the counter 
part of that eafy pleafantry with which 
fhe enlivens the fociety of her private 
friends, and heightens the native colouring 
of her private virtues. Nature has endued 
her with the power to pleafe; and, whether 
on the ftage, or by her own fire-fide, fhe 
never fwerves from the laws of her kind 
benefactrefs. She is one, among the very 
few 'women of her profeflion, who have 

panned 



IN ENGLAND. 119 

pafled through the fiery trial of a theatre, 
with the well-merited honour of an unful- 
lied reputation. 

" The actor who has juft entered upon 
the ftage, has been a long and meritorious 
favourite of the town. In his walk of co 
medy, and it is rather univerfal, he is the 
firil of his profeflion. In all his parts he 
contrives to pleafe, but in fome particular 
characters, he never was excelled, and has 
been very rarely equalled. 

" As for the reft,- though mofl of them 
pofTefs fome degree of fubordinate merit, 
-they do not deferve a particular attention. 
The clafs of inferior players forms, in gene 
ral, a troop of the moft jovial, abandon 
ed and deoauched people in the nation, 
from a review of whole lives, a mind like 
your's would derive neither amufement or 
inilru6lion." "But will you not," faid 
Don Cleofas, " now the play is over, af 
ford me a peep behind the curtain ?" <f By 

no 
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no means," anfwered the Demon ; " I do 
not wifh to unfold a fcene of depravity to 
you, which a moderate Devil, like myfelf, 
cannot look upon without amazement. 
In your catholic church," continued he, 
" comedians are denied the privilege of fe- 
pulturein what is called holy ground; and 
if you were as well acquainted with them as 
I am, you would not think this fuperfli- 
tion fo ill-founded as many others. 

" Political writers, and our fraternity is 
much obliged to them, have urged the ne- 
ceflity of theatrical amulements, for the ge 
neral benefit of civilized governments : 
But, political and moral benefits are con 
tinually at variance ; for let the defenders 
of the ftage fay what they may, I repeat 
it, as an indifputable truth, that there is no 
place which is fo completely calculated 
for /owing the firft feeds of evil in the mind, 
and which offers to the paflions fo many 
and fuch ready temptations, as the thea 
tres, in their prefent ftate of regulation. 

The 



IN E N G L A N'D. 



The fong, the dance, and tlie fcene, arc 
ftudioufly formed to call forth, to captivate 
and inflame the more dangerous paffions, 
while the whole neighbourhood of the thea 
tre is a public market for the grolTeft gra 
tification of them. I (hall only detain you 
a few minutes longer, to recommend that 
old man to your notice, who is paffing 
flowly down the pit, leaning upon the arm 
of a youth, who is his grandfon. 

<c This man is the fon of an artifan in 
the country, and was bred to the bufmeis 
of his father ; but poflefling a mind fupe- 
rior to his ftation, and having involved 
himfelf in difficulties from relieving the 
diilreffes of others, he found it necefiary,' 
as a refuge from his own, to come up to 
London, where he enlifted in one of the 
King's regiments of foot-guards. At that 
time it was a cuftom to admit perfons be 
hind the fcenes during the performance, 
and to preferve order, a foldier was polled 
againil the frontifpiece on each fide of the 

VOL. L F 
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flage. This man being one of the thea 
trical centinels of the evening, was fo af 
fected at feme part of the tragedy then in 
iTpreientntion, that he burft into tears. 
This very unufual circumftance caught the 
attention of the houfe j and if this re 
markable inftance of fenfibility had only 
produced a momentary applaufe, it would 
have pafTed off, and been inflantly forgotten: 
But it fo happened, that among the fpec- 
tators there were fome who thought it 
difgraceful in a foldier to weep, and had 
not the undei (landing to know, or fenti- 
ment to feel, that courage and companion 
are ailbciate virtues. They, therefore, in 
terrupted the applaufe bellowed on his hu 
mane feelings, by a loud and obftinate 
hifs of dif approbation, which brought on 
an animated conteft between the applaud 
ing and disapproving parties, that conti 
nued with Ib much vehemence, as to in 
duce the officer of the guard to rclie\e 
the centinels, fo that the circumftance 
became a fubjecl of public notoriety. 

A gen- 
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A gentleman who was a witnefs of this in- 

CU 

terefting fcene, was fo affected at the burft 
of fentiment which the foldier difplayed, 
that he made the moft particular enquiries 
concerning him; and was fo well fatisfied 
\vith the information he received, that he 
purchafed his difcharge, and not only fup- 
plied the means of fetting him up in the 
bufinefs wherein he had been bred, but by 
his recommendations, added to the man's 
own indufhy, made it the fource of a very 
plentiful fubiiftence to him. This bufmef; 
he has fome time fince refigned to his ion, 
and lives upon the fa v ings of his former 
labour. He has, however, never forgot 
ten the circumftance to which he owrs his 
prefent comfort, and when the opportu 
nity offered, has never failed to vilit the 
play-houfcj when he has always regarded 
the fpot where he was fo remarkable, with 
a degree ,^cf fenfibiiity which does him 
equal honour with that which made his 
fortunes.- He is now, as you may perceive, 
grown old and feeble ; but while he has 
F 2 fufficient 
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fufficient ftrength, he will continue, occa- 
fionally, to attend the Theatre, with the 
devotion of a pilgrim, who returns again 
and again to the altar whofe guardian 
power he believes to have been propitious 
to him. 

* f But it is now time for us to begone," 
added the Demon; "and we will, if you 
pleafe, change the mimic fcenes of the 
ft age, for thofe of real life. Before you 
return to your hotel, I will expofe to your 
view a few of thofe which are now per 
forming in the immediate neighbourhood 
of this place. 
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CHAP. VI. 

What the DEVIL upon Two STICKS ./kwvrf 
DON CLEOFAS / *fo Vicinity of the 
Theatre. 

nPHEY had no fooner quitted the Play- 
houfe, than the Demon, taking his 
friend by the arm, mounted with him to 
the top of an houfe in the adjoining ftreet, 
where they were very commodioufly placed 
to command a view of whatever was going 
forward in that quarter. 

" I fee a very fmgular kind of tete-a- 
tete" faid Don Cleofas, t( in a room on the 
firffc floor of the opposite houfe, between a 
fmart, well-dreffed woman, and an elderly 
gentleman, of a plain, but very decent ap 
pearance. Their converfation appears to 
be of fuch a ferious nature, that I mould 
imagine they had been at the Theatre which 
F 3 we 
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we have juft left, and were considering the 
various affecting circumftances of the tra 
gedy which was there i eprefented." " The 
bufinefs that occupies their attention/' in 
terrupted Afmodeus, " has fomewhat of 
a tragical cataftrophe mingled with it; tro' 
I am difpofed to believe, that it will con- 
vey a comical image or two to your fancy* 
The gentleman is a very refpectable mer 
chant, whofe credit is equal to the firfl of 
thofe who tread the Exchange of London. 

CJ 

He has been a widower many years pre- 
ferves a very formal exterior in his man 
ners goes to church twice every Sunday, 
and is continually warning his young ac 
quaintance of the danger of feduction, and 
the wickednefs of the age. But all his piety 
and moral wifdom does not reflrain him 
from now and then paying a quiet vifit to 
the inusr little brochel in which von now 

o * 

lee him, and where he has, this evening, 
m t with an old acquaintance, whom he 
li:tle expected to fee in fuch a place, and 
who could not fuppofe it to be written in 

the 
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the chapter of podibiiities, that ihc Pnould 
be introduced to him, on fuch an occafion. 
On entering the room, ihe flopped fhort 
on feeing him, and could not help ex 
claiming, in a tone of the utnioft amaze 
ment, f Heaven blefs me ! is it poilible, 
c Sir, that it can be you ?' When he re 
plied, with equal furprizc, ( Lord, Nanny ! 
' is it pofllble that it can be you ?' How 
ever, they were both very foon convinced 
that their eye -ii^ lit, at ieaft, did not deceive 
them. To explain this matter/' continued 
the Demon, <e you muft know, that Nan 
ny had lived upwards of three years as a 
fcrvant-maid, with this worthy gentleman ; 
and as fhe was young and well-liking, he 
had often cafe an eye of concupifcence up 
on her; but" her demeanour was, at ail 
times, ib perfectly modcft and ditcourr.g- 
ing, thai he was afraid to rifque the charac 
ter he fupported, in making any amorous 
propofals to her. On the other hand, 
Nanny, who never ma !e her matter's bed 
but fhe wiihed to partake of it, was fo con- 
F 4 vinced 
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vinced of his auflere virtue, and the regular, 
well-controuled arrangement of his pafTions, 
that fhe never dared to throw out the leer 
ing lure of invitation to him, for fear of be 
ing inrrantaneoufiy turned out of his doors. 
Tired, however, of the fober, uncheery 
life fhe led in his family, Nanny, at 
length, quitted his fervice, and with a little 
fecret affiflance from a journeyman packer 
in the neighbourhood, quickly got rid of 
thai chaftity with which fhe had been fb 
long, and fo unwillingly burthened. From 
that period, fhe has fupported herfelf by 
the fale of her charms ; and, this night, 
the hypocrite maid, and the hypocrite maf- 
ter, were deftined to come to a full expla 
nation with each other, on their fecret me 
rits ; and they are, at this moment, mu 
tually lamenting that they fhould, both of 
them, be fuch complete ideots as to have 
paifed three years under the fame roof, and 
in a flate of daily communication, without 
having difcovered each others real incli 
nations. But the more melancholy part 

of 
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of the (lory refts with the old gentleman ; 
for the three years of Nanny's ferv'tude 
with him, formed a very critical part of 
his life; and fmce they feparated, age has 
come fo fail upon him, that his viiits to 
this quarter of the town, manifeft rather 
the depravity of his paflions, than the 
power of gratifying them. 

ec But with refpeft to depravity," con 
tinued Afmodeus, " the room on the 
ground-floor of the fame houfe affords an 
exhibition that almoft ihocks your humble 
fervant. The groupe of wanton harlots, 
who are dancing about the room in every 
kind of lafcivi($' c"; attitude, are thus em 
ployed to amufc'kie gentleman who fits in 
a corner of it, and occafionally claps his 
hinds, as a token of applaufe r when any 
particular or adroit ftroke of indecency is 
committed or uttered; for they are all fing - 
ing as well as dancing; and the language 
of their fong is in perfect unifon with the 
motion of their bodies. He is a foreign 
F 5 mini Her, 
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minifter, who is fond of diverting himfelf 
in this depraved and abandoned manner, 
with the moft depraved and abandoned wo - 
men that can be procured for the purpofe. 
" But, in the name of wonder 1" exclaimed 
Don Cleofas, f : what can be the next feat 
they are commanded to perform ? for, if 
my eyes do not deceive me, they are all 
preparing, without the leaft ceremony, to 
ftrip off every garment that helps to cover 
them." " Your fight," replied the De 
mon, tc is true to its purpofe ; for his li 
bidinous Excellence is going to finifh his 
evening's regale, by feeing, whether die 
lafcivious agility of his figurantes will not 
be encreafed when they^^at the dance as 
naked as they were born.^ t( ' c I am amazed 
that the fiddler himfelf," faid Don Cleofas, 
" can fupport fuch a fpectacle of obfcenity; 
but I fuppofe, poor fellow, that neceffity has 
familiarized him to thefe fhccking fcenes ; 
or that the bribe is proportioned to the dif- 
grace of adminiftering to them.'' " Do not 
be alarmed, I befcech you," anfwered Af- 
3 modeus, 
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modeus, <c for the feelings of the rnufician. 
There is a delicacy in the bufmefs, which, 
perhaps, you may not fufpecl:, the fid 
dler employed by his Excellency, on thefe 
occaiions, is a blind one. 

<c But permit me," continued he, tf to 
transfer your attention to two young wo 
men in an upper room of the next houfe, 
who have juft been performing a ftrange 
and cruel facrifice at the altar of libidinous 
paflion. The favourite lover of one of 
them, to whom fheis attached by afredion 
as well as intereft, has been fo long abfent 
in the country, that fhe is ainicted with the 
mod alarming doubts concerning his re- 

CJ O 

turn and his fidelity. To haflen the for 
mer, and to prefer ve the latter, (he has had 
recourfe to a fuperftitious rite, which the 
violence and weaknefs of hope and fear 
appears to have borrowed from what is re 
corded of the philtres and love-potions of 
the darktr ages. For this purpofe, a live 
pigeon has been cut open, its panting heart 
F 6 was 
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was then taken from the reeking breaft, 
and after being transfixed with pins, caft 
into the fire and confumed. They are 
ilill pale from the working up of this cruel 
charm; not fo much from the barbarity of 
the buiinefs, as the idea that it is a diabo 
lical invention. For the Devil, as you well 
know, is the very convenient perfonage 
to whofe fertile fpirit of difcovery man 
kind are fo obliging as to attribute their 
follies as well as their crimes. However, to 
fuch ftrange arts and curious fpells do thefe 
wretched, ignorant females have recourfe, 
to encourage that hope which is their only 
iupport, and is continually threatening to 
abandon them. For, among the moft li 
centious of thefe unhappy women, there 
are many who poffefs fuch a rooted affec 
tion for a particular object, that the idea 
of lofmg his regard, diftreffes diem beyond 
expreffion, though they encounter all the 
inconveniencies of their wretched and for 
tuitous life with the moil depraved infenfi- 
bility : while there are others of the fame 

claf$; 
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clafs, in whom pride, rivalry, and intereft, 
produce apprehenfions of equal mifery. 
Hence it is, that a life of continual fear, 
and which poliefies no refource from the 
exercife of reafon, begets the anxious fu- 
perftition which makes hourly application 
to figns and tokens, to the oracles of cards 
and advertising fortune-tellers, and, fome- 
times, to fuch ftrange ceremonies as I have 
juft defcribed, in order to footli the har- 
rafled and debilitated mind with the fha- 
dows of confolation. Not that this Ipe- 
cies of folly is wholly confined to this clafs 
of people : there are thofe, in the more 
honourable ranks of life, who are, at times, 
affected with limilar weaknefs : fome amu- 
fing examples of which I fhall difcover to 
you, before we have finifhed our career 
through this metropolis/' " Neverthe- 
lefs," faid Don Cleofas, fmiling, " this 
nation is the mofl enlightened upon the 
face of the globe ! It is in the power of 
your logic alone, my good friend, to re 
concile fuch a character with the account 

you 
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you have juft given me." " Your difjrofi- 
tionto make a farcafticobfervation," replied 
the Demon, "outruns your judgment;, 
and to reftore the latter, I muft beg leave 
to inform you, that human infirmity is as 
univerfal as the human race, and that even 
the wifdom of man is only a Idler degree 
of weaknefs. But it may be proper for me 
to obferve, in my turn, by way of iliuftra- 
tion, that while, in your country, the moft 
miferable fuperftition is feen triumphant, at 
all times, and in all places ; while it lives in 
your churches, frequents your palaces, vi- 
fits the chambers of your coquettes, min 
gles with the ftudies of your philoiophers, 
and with the wifdom of your wife men ; 
while it is found in your ftreets and high 
ways, while your nation gives to it the 
character andfacred fan&ion of religion, 
thefe forms of it which I have mentioned^ 
are here applied to only by the weak, the 
ignorant, and the wretched, and thefe ap 
plications are made in fecrccy and filence ; 
nor would the veriefl wretch who makes 

her 
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her doubtful appeal to them, acknowledge, 
without a blufh, that fhe had any confi 
dence in them. 

ff But let me now/' continued Afmo- 
deus, '* requeft you to look into the firft- 
floor of the houfe adjoining." " I fee," 
faid Don Cleofas, " a young woman of an 
engaging appearance, who is opening a 
bafket with the mofl eager impatience. 
Her mourning drefs becomes her, and is 
put on, I prefume, to decorate a tempo 
rary widowhood, which the fated paflion of 
feme fickle gallant may have occafioned." 
<f You neyer were more mi {taken in your 
life, than in this conjecture," anfwered 
the Demon, " her lover is conftancy it- 
felf, and continually ri&s the being turned 
out of his father's doors, to fay no worie, 
in order to court her favour. 

" He is the fon of a capital inn- keeper 
in the city, whofe houfe is a very eminent 
receptacle for public vehicles, of every 

kind, 
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kind, from various parts of the kingdom ; 
and from thefe the young man is continu 
ally purloining fome delicacy or other for 
her table ; not a week pafTes but fome ho- 
neft citizen is difappointed at the failure of 
an expedVed prefent from the country; 
while fervants. are as often difcharged for 
neglect or roguery by the aftonifhed inn 
keeper, who fufpeds everybody about: 
him of thefe petty thefts but the real' 
thief- The bafket which you have feen 
opened, contains a fine piece of venifon, for 
which the ftomach of a voracious Alder 
man is craving in vain. As for the lady's 
drefs, it derives its colour from a caufe 
which would baffle even your happy fpirit 
of conjecture. You muft know then, that 
their Majefties have lately loft a German 
coufin, and the Lord Chamberlain's orders 
for mourning at the Court of St. James's, 
are moft regularly obeyed in the courts of 
Drury-lane." 

" Well," faid Don Cleofas, " this felf- 
fame love is a moft wonder-working ge- 
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ttius ; and, if I am not greatly miftaken, he 
is playing another of his games in that 
room with yellow furniture, where a young 
lady, leaning on a table,, alternately con 
templates and killes the picture of her lo.- 
Ver i and as fhe appears to be diflblved in 
forrow, I am afraid that the object of her 
affection is either abfent or faithlefs."' 
" Your conjectures of late," anfwered Af- 
modeus, " have not been fortunate, and 
this is in the fame predicament. Though 
the unhappy perfon who is die object of 
your prefent attention, inhabits a quarter 
of the town peculiarly confecrated to the 
votaries of the licentious paflions, and has 
herfelf been the wretched victim of them, 
'there is more real goodnefs in her heart, 
and a more enlarged capacity for virtue in 
her character, than is to be found in many 
of thofe who poffeis the blefiing of repu 
tation, becaufe they have never experienced 
the application of thofe delufive arts, which 
render an effectual refiitance againft temp 

tation, 
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ration, the moil arduous effort of female 
refblution. 



" The picture fhe holds in her hand, 
at the fight of which lhe weeps with Rich 
deep forrow, and preffes with fuch lively 
emotion to her lips, is the portrait 
of her father, and was his laft gift. 
He was a ckrgyman, of rare learn 
ing, and uncommon excellence; but his. 
preferment in .the church was too mode 
rate, his benevolence too extenfive, and 
his life too fhort, to allow him to make an 
independent provifion for his daughter. 
He had, by the intereft of an eminent Lon 
don merchant, who had purchafed an efrate 
in his parifh, obtained an employment for 
his fon in the Eaft Indies, and his daily 
prayer to Heaven was, that he might live to 
fee his daughter fettled in fome way or other 
that might promife a life of virtue. But 
this petition of his heart was not granted ; 
and he was taken away when a friendlcfs 
ftate is moll dangerous to female youth. 

Per-. 
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Perceiving that his laft moments drew 
nigh, he called his daughter to his bed- 
fide, and giving her the picture which is 
now the object of her mournful contem 
plation, ( Take,' faid he, ' this refem- 
' blance of your dying father ; it hung from 
' the neck of your mother till me was taken 

* from me ; and if, when you regard it, it 
f fhould recall to your mind the counfels 
' of this affecting hour, it may prove, with 

* the affiftance cf Heaven, a kind of ta- 

* lifman, to preferve you from die paths of 
( error, and keep you firm in the ways of 

* virtue.' Without entering into a further 
detail, the inflruclions which he had con 
tinually given her through life, were fuch 
as immediately preceded his death. The 
worthy man died in the comfortable hope 
that they would avail to preferve his child ; 
and weeping over his bier, fne made a fo- 
Jemn vow, in fpite of all diftreis and every 
temptation, to obey them. But what are 
the vows of youth, fenfibility, and inex 
perience, in fuch a world as this ! they 

enabled 
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enabled her, indeed, to make feduc~Hort 
a long and a difficult talk, but they could 
not finally preferve her from it. 

'* She had, however, remained upwards 
of a year in the family of an opulent far* 
mer, the friend and parifhioner of her fa 
ther, who had kindly promifed that he 
would take care of her, and her little for 
tune, till fome fair opportunity offered of 
fettling her in the world, when the fon of 
the London merchant who had provided 
for her brother in the Eaft Indies, came 
down into the country, to take polTellion 
of the eftate which, I have already ob- 
ferved, his father, who was lately dead, 
had purchafed in the place where {lie lived. 
He faw the young lady, was fmitten with 
her beauty, and determined to employ 
every means that his paffion could fuggeft, 
to feduce her. For this purpofe a thou- 
fand arts were employed, and baffled ; as 
many offers were made, and rejected : at 
length, after a long and fruitkfs purfuit, 

he 
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he propofed a fecret marriage, to which 
fhe was perfuaded to confent. Indeed, the 
marriage was fo fecret, that no perfon le 
gally qualified to perform the ceremony 
was preient at k , for, among thofe who 
affifted at this fraudulent union, fhe alone 
was pure in heart who was to be the vic 
tim of it. 

" When this ftratagem had fucceeded, 
Hie was ealily deceived into his views of 
living in retirement j in which iituation^lhe 
remained in a mingled flate of anxiety and 
contentment, till his public marriage with 
another, opened her eyes upon the melan 
choly flate of difgrace in which his arts and 
her own credulity had involved her. The 
embafTadrefs who had been appointed by 
her betrayer to announce this dreadful in 
formation, and who had been previoufly 
introduced to her acquaintance, for that 
and other wretched purpofes, was a wo 
man who, having been long engaged in 
the trade of adminiftering to licentious 

plea- 
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plcafurcs, pofTcrTed all thofe arts which arc 
fb often, and with fo muchfuccefs, employ 
ed to fed'uce female virtue. Thefe arts fhe 
did not foil to exert, when the unfortunate 
young woman funk into that flate of af 
fliction, which might be fuppofed to pof- 
fcfs her tender and honeft heart, from the 
barbarous treatment of the man me loved, 
the mortification her pride muft feel from 
fuch a cruel deception, and the feniibility 
of a virtuous mind for the lofs of virtue. 
To heighten the mifery of her iituation, 
{he was abandoned by her leducer, not 
only ro diflionour, but to want; and in this 
irate of diftrefs, there was no one but this 
infamous woman to whom (lie could apply 
for ccunfel or aftiltance. To her, there 
fore,, (he made application, and in her 
houfe fhe was invited to find the afylum of 
friendship; when^ after a certain period 
fet apart for the- forms and artifice of con 
futation, the unfortunate victim difcovered 
rhat fhe was gradually preparing for a life 
of prcftitution. Without a fmgle ray of 

hope 
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hope to gleam on her future profped, 
not knowing what to do, or where to go, 
with tears flreaming from her eyes, and 
ikfpair agitating her heart, fhe told her 
miferable hiftory to a gentleman ; who, 
though he was not introduced to her to 
hear a melancholy tale, was fo affected by 
that which fhe related, that he perfuaded 
her, as a far leiTcr evil of the two, to quit 
the place where (he then was, and to ac 
cept a conditional protection from him, 
which he has fince afforded her ; and fhe 
now refides where you fee her, fupported 
by him with fome degree of tendernefs and 
generality. But ftili fhe is wretched be 
yond expreflion, and has frequently ap 
proached the refolution of applying to felf- 
defiruction as the cure of her woes ; and 
were it not for the portrait of her father, 
which, as fhe devoutly contemplates it, 
feems to infpire her with patience to bear 
her mifery a little longer, fhe would have 
already been the victim of her own def- 
pair. 

" But 



" But I will comfort you, my friend," 
continued Afmodeus, " with theaflurancc 
that her prefent fufferings are drawing 
nigh to a period. Her brother, whom the 
accumulated arts of her betrayer had repre- 
fented as being dead, will fhortly arrive in 
England from the Eaft-Indies y with the ac- 
quifition of great wealth, and without the 
lofs of his early virtues. His fraternal 
kindnefs will fnatch her from her prefent 
miferable fituation, and gild the retirement 
to which me will devote her future life, 
with all the happinefs her wounded fpirit 
will be able to enjoy. 

fc But is there no punimment," exclaimed 
Don Cleofas ; " in this enlightened coun 
try, for fuch bafe betrayers of innocence? 
" There is none," anfwered the Demon, 
" adequate to the offence; and the brother 
of this injured young lady, however ardent 
he may be for revenge, will leave it to the 
hand of Heaven, rather than, by an actual 
and avowed exercife of it, expofe his fitter's 

difgrace 
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difgrace to the curious notice, and unfeel 
ing eye of the public. For though you may 
think, and with great juftice, that fuch an 
hiftory fhould be made known, to cover 
the author of it with the mod indelible 
fhame, it is an act of real prudence, in re 
gard to the unfortunate lady, to let the 
guilty tranfaction remain in its prefcnt Rate 
of fecrccy ; that her retreat may not be in 
truded upon by the inconfiderate and bufy 
calumny of a prying and unpitying world. 
But as I perceive your great uneaiinefs that 
fuch a villain fhould efcape punifhment, 
be allured, my friend, that the fcourge of 
more than human punifhment will over 
take him : and I faithfully promife you, 
that within a few days, the fpirit of juftice 
which now fo nobly actuates your mind, 
with refpecl to this man, fhall be fully fa- 
tisfied. 

" But to change the fubject a little : 

What think you of the fcene which is ab- 

ing in the upper ftory of the corner houfe, 

VOL, I. G to 
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to the left of us." " There is embracing 
with a vengeance," anfwered Don Cleofas ; 
" the lady is in actual raptures ; and as the 
gentleman appears to be in the drefs of a tra 
veller, I prefume that he is returned from 
the country, after a long and tedious ab- 
fence." " He is, indeed, returned from the 
country/' faid the Demon ; " his abfence, 
however, has only been for a few hours ; 
and his journey, but a few miles round the 
metropolis. Neverthelefs, in thecourfeof 
it, he has contrived to eafe the paflengers 
in four ftage -coaches, and as many pofl- 
ehaifes, beiides a few folitary horfemen, of 
their watches and money. He is no Ids 
than a very notorious highwayman ; and 
the faithful nymph's raptures proceed from 
having a principal part of the fpoil thrown 
into her lap. As for the man himfelf, (he 
has fuch a fond and rooted affection for 
him, that, after having patted the night in 
his arms, fhe will haften to give the po 
lice fuch information concerning him, that 
he will be very fhortly taken, condemned 

and 
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and hanged : and fo diftant is her tender 
nature from feeling any remorfe or com 
punctions on the occafion, that fhe will 
read the account of his laft dying fpeech 
and confeffion, with the fame Jang frold 
with which fhe has perufed thofe of feveral 
others of her gallants, whom fhe has, in 
the fame manner, carefledand betrayed. 

" That gay Mils, in the adjoining 
houfe, is one of the miflrefies of an old 
Dutch Merchant, famous in his day, for 
his expenfive gallantries j and who will pre- 
ierve fome remains of his former character 
to the end of the chapter. " Does the 
old gentleman then/' faid Don Cleofas, 
" lean a little to the doctrine of Mahomet, 
and keep a feraglio ?" "He confines him- 
felf," anfwered Afmodeus, " to three ful- 
tanas, befides his wife. Two of them are 
iiipported in different degrees of elegance, 
in oppofite parts of the town j and the third 
at a fmall villa, a few miles in the country. 
The day of love is paft with him, and he 
G 2 now 
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now amufes himfelf with the whimfical 
idea of making each of his ladies believe 
that me poffefTes an unrivalled power in 
his heart; and when he vifits them all, 
which he frequently does, in- the courfe of 
the fame day, he hugs himfelf in the dear 
ly purchafed and idle belief, that they arc 
individually ignorant of his other connex 
ions i and, therefore, extremely careful to 
preferve the happinefs of his protection. 
This flattering deception fatisfies the old 
dupe, while each of his damfels maintain 
a favourite gallant at his expence. His 
wife, who flatters him alfo with appearing 
to be ignorant of his manoeuvres, contrives 
to folace herfelf, in his abfence, with the 
tender vifits of a young Weft-India mer 
chant." 

" But what a fcene of confufion do I 
fee in the houfe adjoining," faid Don 
Cleofas. " It is a pleafant comedy enough," 
anfwered the Demon ; "a fober, exempla 
ry young man, paying an evening vilit to a 
3 little 
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little fecret miftrefs, has difcovered his old, 
lecturing, hypocritic father, whom the laft 
faint flame of a libidinous paflion had led 
to the fame place, gafping for breath in 
the unavailing retreat of a cloaths -prefs. 
This very unexpected rencontre, occafions, 
as you may perceive, no imall confuiion 
among the parties But, after a little al 
tercation, the father and fon will ihake 
hands, agree to keep the buiinefs a pro 
found fecret, and return home together 
die bdi friends in the world, 

" And now, if you pleafe, my dear fir," 
continued Afmodeus, "we will do the 
fame j but with fomewhat more expedi 
tion." Don Cleofas had fcarce exprefled 
his confent, when he found himfelf fafely 
landed at the door of his hotel. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 



"The DEVIL upon Two STICKS cendu/fs 
CLEOFAS into the City: An Account of what 
be Jhews him thsrt t 



AVsKY particular commiflion had fo 
engaged the Devil upon Two Sticks, 
that it was noon before he could return to 
the fervice of his friend. <f You are ar 
rived moft opportunely," faid Don Cleofas, 
on feeing him enter his chamber, " to dif- 
iipate the alarms I was beginning moft fe- 
rioufly to entertain both for you and my- 
felf." {< I am in no danger here," an- 
fwered Afmodeus, " but from the malice 
of my own brethren, in cafe I fhouid in 
terfere with their particular departments 
envy and jealoufy being the leading paf- 
iions of our fraternity ; but while \ve remain 

together, 



IN EN GLAND. 15! 

together, you may reft allured of my prir- 
tience and precaution. You mud know, 
however, my good friend, that the parti 
cular bufinefs of my miniftry is not carri 
ed on in England with fuch expedition as 
in your country, or indeed, in any other 
part of Europe. In France, the women 
fcarce embarrafs themfelves at all about 
refigning their conjugal fidelity : It is 
not the how and the when, but the whom, 
which gives them a moment's uneafinefs 
fo that I have nothing to do, but to bring 
an agreeable object before them, and the 
bufinefs is completed. You know the faci 
lity of thefe arrangements in Spain as well 
as myfelf j but in this cold climate of reafon 
and good fenfe, the tafk of undermining 
the fibric of female virtue is oftentimes ex 
tremely difficult. Ever fmce I parted from 
you, I have been renewing my endeavours 
to deftroy one of thefe little fortifica 
tions j in which attempt I have been hi 
therto fo unfuccefsful, and fee fo little pro 
bability of attaining my ends, that if I had 

not 
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not received directions from fuperior power 
to continue my operations, I fhould with 
out hefitation raife the fiege. 

" The lady's name is Amanda j her huf- 
band, whom ihe was perfuaded by her pa 
rents to marry when ihe was very young, 
and whom Ihe never loved with tendernefs, 
treats her with neglect. She fees and feels 
it, but acls as if {he was, what I mufl ac 
knowledge flie well deferves to be, the ob 
ject of his moft faithful affection.-^This, 
however, is not all : There is a mofl ami 
able and accomplifhed gentleman, an in 
timate friend of the family, whofe name is 
Sempronius t for whom Ihe has long enter 
tained a much greater regard than me her - 
felf fufpecfts. She little thinks what the 
real ftate of her mind is, when fhe frequent 
ly fays, in the fccret moments of her dif- 
trefs, * Alas ! if I had been married to fuch 
a man as Sempronius, how happy fhould I 
have been.' He is alfo deeply enamoured 
of her, but fuch is his opinion of her vir 
tue, 
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tue, that though- the irnpulfive moment 
of ardent paflion does arife, he dare not ex- 
pofe it, even to the moft diftant fufpicion, 
left it fhould banifh him for ever from the 
friendfhip of an heart that he highly values, 
and which he believes to be impregnable 
to the more tender felicitations. This 
was a fcene, as you will readily perceive, 
in which I was formed to take a very ac 
tive part: Both parties appeared to want 
a little of my affiftance, and I was prepared 
to give it, to the full extent of my power." 

f c At this time Amanda's hufband is gone 
into the country, and has taken a little 
vulgar drab of a miftrefs along with him. 
Of this mortifying circumftance I took 
care, by the aid of a good-natured female 
friend, that fhe fhould be fully informed. 
And yefterday evening, when Sempronius 
drank tea with her. I had contrived that he 
fhould appear more amiable in her fight 
than he had ever done before. In fhort, 
I now began to entertain the hope that ano- 
G 5 ther 
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-ther meeting of this kind would com 
plete the bufinef5. However, that no aid 
might be wanting on my part, I pafled the 
night by her bed-fide ; and while I alter 
nately raifed her paffions, and alarmed her 
pride, I prefented the form of Sempronius 
continually to her fancv. In an amorous 
dream, which I alfo infpired, me faw him 
at her feet, and acknowledged the force of 
her paffion for him. In the morning fhe 
arofe, agitated and unhappy, and the fir ft 
object which fhe faw on her dreffing-table, 
was a billet from Sempronius, dictated by 
me, which propofed, in terms of more 
than common animation, to repeat the tei-e 
d tele of the preceding evening. She open 
ed it with Jbme emotion, read it twice, 
threw it, after a moment's hefitation, into 
the fire, and formed an immediate refolu- 
tion to receive no vifitor whatever but her 
near relations, during her hufband's ab- 
fence. She then rang the bell with fome 
violence, and gave the mofl pofitive orders 
for that purpofe. Though I was furprifed, 

I did 
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I did not defpair, till I faw the funfhine of 
virtue beam on her countenance, and heard 
her order her breakfaft to be taken up into 
the nurfery, that {he might partake it 
with her children. 

" At this moment I flew to you, to renew 
our daily perigrination." " Well/' laid 
Don Cleofas, " many and great as my 
obligations are to my friend, I cannot 
but exprefs a moft fincere fatisfa&ion that 
this amiable woman has efcaped him/' 
" Buc, if yoij had been Sempronius," faid 
the Demon, " what would then be your 
opinion?" c< Why, then," anfwered Don 
Cleofas, <c I mould be deeply in love, and 
fit for a Devil to work upon. Neverthe- 
lefs, with all my fenfibility to the farcafm 
of your queftiun, I would willingly make 
a long pilgrimage to fee the woman who 
has fo completely got the better of you." 
" Within thefe few days,'' replied Afmo- 
deus, "you mail enjoy thatpleafure with 
out the trouble of a very long journey : 
G6 At 
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At prefenr, we will, if you pleafe, proceed 
on our morning's tour, and fee what amufe- 
ment the bufy fcene of mercantile life will 
afford you. 

"/That fuperb building," faid Afmode- 
us, as they paffed along the Strand, " con 
tains a neft of public offices. But it will 
intereft us only as a part of it is devoted to 
the Royal Academy of painting and fculp- 
ture. At prefent, however, I mail pafs it 
by, with a promife to introduce you to the 
firft public meeting of the artifts who com- 
pofe it. That affembly will be found to 
contain fome interefting and fmgular cha 
racters among the painters of this country j 
which I mail not fail to expofe in colours 
equal to their own. 

" That gate before us/' continued he, 
as they proceeded on their walk, " is called 
Temple Bar. It forms the limits between 
the cities of London and Wejlminfier; and 
when the King goes at any time, in ftate, 

into 
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into the city, this gate is fhut, till the offi 
cers who precede his Majefty have made a 
formal demand of admiffion. This miferable 
remnant of ufelefs pride, affords the only 
reafon that can be afiigned for the folly of 
the corporation of London^ in fuffering it to 
remain a daily, and even a dangerous ob- 
ftruction to the principal entrance into their 
city. It has alfo ferved toexpofe the heads 
of traitors, whidi were fixed on poles erect 
ed on the top of it. But there is no rea 
fon whatever to fuppofe that it will again 
be adorned with fimilar trophies of national 
juftice. The people of this country are 
now too united and too happy to rebel. 
They enjoy the liberty of fpeaking their 
fentiments on all political fubjects ; and 
individuals may grumble and complain 
without refer ve, if they feel any public 
meafures unpleafant to themfelves : but 
fuch difpleafure, though fometimes loud, is 
always partial, and foon evaporates. There 
are ambitious men in this country, as there 

have 
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have been in every other ; who, with great 
talents, pofTefs an ardent love of power : 
thefe men have their adherents, who, -with 
out principle and without fortune, attach 
themfelvcs to their leaders, in the hope of 
aiding their elevation to power, and {ha- 
ring in the emoluments of it. Such men 
may form a party who will thwart the w ifeft 
meafures of government, and oppofe even 
the beft interetls of their country, to drive, 
if poffible, a miniftry from their ports, in 
order that they may be called to fill them. 
But influenced as they may be, by fuch an 
audacious paflion as ambition, or goaded 
by fuch an impelling principle as neceflity, 
they well know that it would prove the 
deftruction of all their profpefts, if they 
were to venture beyond the limits of that 
good order which is a conftituent part of 
true liberty. 

" But to put an end to our political mo 
ralizing let me entreat you to obferve, 
how well furniihed all thefe ihops appear 

to 
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to be with goods of every fort, and purcha- 
fers of every kind. What animation in- 
the looks, and activity in the motions of 
thofe who are employed in the fervice of 
them. It may furprize you, perhaps, but 
fmali as thefe houfes may appear to you, 
the annual rent of many of them would 
give pomp, as well as plenty, to a proud 
Hidalgo of your country. You are now 
in the tumult of trade, the throng which 
you can hardly penetrate, and the number 
of carriages which perplex our progrefs, 
are all, more or Icfs, concerned in it." 
" Indeed," faid Don Cleofas, " if it were 
not for your alliflance, I fhould be trod 
den under the feet of the one, and deafened 
by the clatter of the other." 

<f If this buftling kind of walking," 
faid the Demon, " is difagreeable to you, 
I have intereft enough, I believe, to pro 
cure a coach for you in a moment." ** I 
humbly thank you", anfwered Don Cleo 
fas, " but the accident which that elegant 

equipage 



l6o DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

equipage has this moment encountered, 
has rather put me out of conceit with the 
mode of conveyance you are fo kind as to 
propofe. Did you not fee how that loaded 
cart tore the painted wheel from its axle- 
tree, and threatened the gilded carriage it- 
felf with deftruction, not to mention the 
poor, affrighted gentleman within it? 

" He is a very eminent merchant," faid 
the Devil upon Two Sticks, " who is go 
ing from his fine houfe at the fafhionable 
end of the town, to his accompting-houfe 
in the city, and is now threatening the car 
man moft vehemently with a profecution 
for an accident, which arofe from the im 
pertinence of his own coachman ; notchu- 
fing jufl now to remember, that to carts, 
and machines of limilar conveyance, he 
is, in foine degree, indebted for the very 
coach whofe fracas fo violently enrages 
him. It is not, however, the expence 
of fuch an accident that affects him : 
His petulance proceeds from die mortifica 
tion 
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tion of being obliged to walk through 
thofe very ftreets where he himfelf and 
his forefathers have carried parcels under 
their arms, and fome of them, perhaps, 
burdens on their backs. As a merchant, 
he is a perfon of moft eftablifhed credit, 
as a man, he is proud, fupercilious, and 
unfeeling. His father was a foap-boiler, 
of good character; but it is from his uncle, 
who bred him up, and to whofe fortune, as 
well as bufmefs, he fucceeded, that he de 
rived his wealth ; and by fome connections 
he made in marriage, his perfonal impor 
tance has been very unexpectedly aug 
mented. He is now, indeed, a very great 
man, talks of his landed property, boafls 
of venifon from his park, game from his 
manors, and pines from his hot-houfe, and 
tells his city friends how glad he fhall be 
to fee them, when they come into the 
neighbourhood of St. James's. Afks fome 
of them to dine with him the following 
week, and gives them the choice of any 
day except four, when he is particularly 

engaged 
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engaged with a noble Lord of his acquaint 
ance, three Members of Parliament, and 
two or three other perfons of great confe- 
quence in Adininifl ration, who have in 
vited themfelves to take a family dinner 
with him. But with all his wealth and 
confequence, he cannot alter the nature of 
things; and many good-humoured people 
will not ceafe to remember the dunghill 
that produced the gilded bug. His bro 
ther,. alas ! Inherited the trade of their com 
mon father, and is ftill a fbap- boiler/' 

" But what ftupendous and magnificent 
ftrudlure is this, which we are now ap 
proaching/' exclaimed Don CleofaSj, 
" It is the Cathedral of St. Paul, and the me 
tropolitan church of Great Britain : except 
that of St. Peter's, at Rome, it is the fined 
church in the world. But as you will be 
able to examine its beauty and magnifi 
cence at another opportunity, and with 
out my afliftance, we will not interrupt 
the progrefs of the day, by flopping to 

coa- 
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confider it. Befides, to tell you the truth, 
it is not in my department. The Demon 
of hypocrify has the fuperintendance of all 
places of public worfhip, where he is fully 
employed : and if I am permitted to perch 
in any of them for a few minutes, it is 
folely by his permiffion, to direct the looks 
and ogles of young people, and to open 
the prayer-books of the unmarried women 
in that page which contains the marriage 
ceremony -, fo that, inftead of liftening to 
the voice of the preacher, f preach he never 
fo wifely/ they may make little interefting 
fermons for themfelves, from the well' 
known text of c encreafe and multiply.' 

* { Obferve, I beg of you," continued 
Afmodeus, <( that fpruce, well-drefled, high 
ly powdered gentleman, in a green frock, 
who is eroding the way towards us. What 
a felf-complacent fmile fits upon his coun 
tenance, and with what caution he treads, 
left he fhould foil the japan of his fhoes, 
or fpeck the fnowy whitenefs of his filk- 

ftock-. 
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(lockings. He is the natural fon of an 
eminent RuJJta merchant, and by profeflion 
an infurance-broker and underwriter of 
fhipping ; who, without five grains of real 
underftanding, has won his way to wealth 
and profeffional confequence, by the prac 
tice of that univerfal gcod-hiimour and 
fubmiffive difpofitiori, that ferves to flatter 
the vanity or fupply the lefler wants of fu- 
periorfituation. His natural and acquired 
connections raifed him, by degrees, to a 
conMerable portion of bufinels ; and ha 
ving elevated himfelf, by an affiduous ci 
vility, from little better than the contempt, 
to the regard of a lady, the widow of an 
honed, but unfucceisful merchant, he fuc- 
ceeded her former hufband, who had been 
his intimate friend, in the matrimonial 
pofiefiion of her. Her connections being 
very confiderable, he immediately rofe into 
mercantile importance, grew into wealth, 
got government contracts, engages for 
loans, has built an elegant villa on the 
banks of the Thames, and as he views 

the 
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the palling vefiels, vaunts, with confcious 
pride, that at leaft a fifth part of all 
that fail beneath his view are infured by 
him. He considers himfelf in the firft line 
of fafhionable citizens, gives his name to 
every lift of public benefactions, and apes 
-all the luxurious fafhions of elegant life. 
Having loft his wife, he foon got poffef- 
lidn of another capital widow, and has 
taken a very handfome houfe in a principal 
ilreet at the weft end of the town. But 
wealth and good fortune beget an encreafe 
of ambition in weak minds, and he now 
thinks that he ought to be a Member of 
Parliament: but that advancement the 
mortifying circumftances of his birth for 
bid." " He may confole himfelf, at leaft/' 
faid Don Cleofas, " that he will leave a 
princely fortune behind him." " That is," 
obferved the Demon, <e by no means a 
certain dependence; for it frequently hap 
pens, in this city, that thefe money fpe- 
culators who have begun the world with 
nothing, and, from fortuitous circum- 

ftaices, 
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fiances, have pafled a number of inter 
mediate years in all the luxury of wealth, 
quit life in much the fame lituation in 
which they began it. 

" That huge, heavy edifice," faid Af- 
modeus, as they pafled along, " is the 
Manfion-houfe of the chief magiflrate of 
London. It is as inconvenient and tafte- 
kfs within, as it is difgufting without. 
When a "building of this nature was firft 
propofed to be erected, many plans were 
prefented by artifts of great merit and cha4 
racier, but the wife corporation of this 
city, with a moft judicious and liberal fpi- 
rit of preference, determined, without he- 
fitation, in favour of a defign which was 
not only very much inferior to the reft, 
but, as you fee, a difgrace to architecture 
itfelf, merely becaufe it was produced by 
the wonderful genius of one of their own 
body* 

" And what place, I pray you, is this 
which we are now entering," faid Don 

Cleofas, 
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Cieofas, w where there appears to be as 
crouded an aflembly of people as isufually 
feen at our bull-feafts, in the great fquare, 
at Madrid." " This is the Royal Ex 
change," replied the Demon, " which 
may be called the throne of Britifh com 
merce. Here the merchants affemble at 
a certain hour every day to arrange their 
refpeclive bufmefs with each other, and to 
regulate, as it were, the trade of the 
world. The ftatues of the Britifh Kings, 
which adorn this place, feem to look down 
with an air of complacence upon the grand 
fupport of the prolperity and power of the 
Britilh crown, 

" The flatue in a niche beneath the 
colonade, is of another kind : It was erect 
ed by the merchants of London, in honour 
of one of themfelves ; who, as a citizen, a 
magiftrate and a reprefentative in Parlia 
ment, had with great zeal, ability and fuc- 
cefs, defended the rights of trade, extended 
the limits of commerce, and fupported the 

pri- 
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privileges of his fellow citizens. This 
upright and venerable man, lived" many 
years after this highly-merited token of 
public regard was placed where you now 
fee it ; and remains a fingular example of 
a (latue or infcription being raifed to a 
living character, which (fuch is the uncer 
tain tenure of popular favour) the very 
perfons who commanded its erection, did 
not wifh to pull down or efface before the 
death of him, the virtues of whofe life it 
was intended to perpetuate. 

" But we mail be enabled to take a bet 
ter view of this commercial croud," faid 
Afmodeus, (t and make our obfervatiors 
upon ibme of the individuals that compofe 
it, with more eafe, if we perch on one of the 
balconies above us." In a moment Don 
Cleofas found himfelf looking do\vn upon 
the mercantile aflembly; and the Demon 
immediately directed his attention to a little 
man, in a gray coat, who was engaged in 

deep 
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deep converfation with an Armenian Mer 
chant. 



" That perfon," faid he, " is a Jew, 
who pofieiTes one of the firft places in the 
fynagogue of this nation^ and is a character 
of credit and confidence in the place where 
he now Hands j both of which he deferves 
as little as the ioweft pilferer of his tribe. 
But he well knows the neceflity of keeping 
a fecret, the divulging of which would 
undo him ; and he will contrive to carry 
the credit that is built upon it to his grave. 
You muft know then, that, fome years ago, 
he became a bankrupt, a misfortune which 
the moft active, fkilful, or confcientious 
trader, cannot always avoid ; and he con 
trived to make his creditors and the world 
believe, that though his commerce had been 
unfuccefsful, his conduct had been without 
reproach. He was, however, playing a 
deep, and a dangerous, though it proved a 
fortunate game ; for, according to the laws 
of this country, the bankrupt who conceals 
VOL. I. Ji any 
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any part of his effeds from his creditors, 
is liable to the fevereft penalties of them j 
and this very concealment he ventured to 
pradife. When he appeared before the 
commiffioners, to confirm the truth of the 
fchedule he had delivered of his property 
by an oath, he took the watch from his 
pocket, and gave the cane from his hand, 
and fwore that he had given up his all ,- 
and he fwore moil truly : but as it is ufual 
to return to perfons in his fituation, their 
little perfonal trinkets, whatever they may 
be, the watch and cane were returned to 
him by the unfufpecling creditors, who 
could not poflibly divine, that the hollow 
part of the latter contained bank-notes to 
the amount of fevcral thoufand pounds. 
Thus he fulfilled the exterior obligations 
which the law required was the pity of 
thofe very people whom he defrauded got 
legally rid of all his debts, and remained in 
poffefiion of a very coniiderable capital, 
which he drew forth in fuch a manner, as 
to evade all poflibility of fufpicion* The 

fruit 
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fruit of this fine ftroke of knavery, is a 
ftate of profperity, which integrity is not 
often known to attain. 

" The little man, with a long nofe and a 
large rofe to his hair, juft beyond him, is 
one of the fame nation ; who affects great 
liberality of fentiment, difdains all partial 
preference, and declares himfelf the votary 
of univerfal benevolence. As a proof of 
this difpofition of mind, he has lately pre- 
iented a fuperb fet of New Ye/laments to 
the chapel of a public hofpital : but the 
donor's name, in large golden characters, 
on their fplendid covers, proclaims the lilly 
vanity that governed this eccentric act of 
generou'ty, and directs every action of his 
life. The perfon to whom the Jew appears 
to be making fuch repeated acknowledge 
ments, is flattering him upon the fubject 
of his Chriftian donation, with a view to an 
invitation to dinner, in which he has this 
moment fuccecded ; fo that the vanity of 
H a - the 
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the one, and the appetite of the other, will 
be equally gratified. 

"That pleafant looking man, whom you 
fee, in the fame quarter, dreffed in blue, 
who is (baking hands with every one around 
him, is another of the tribe of Judah \ but 
a perfon of general eftimation, as well as of 
great wealth. He has lately fubfcribed, in 
a very generous manner, to the rebuilding 
the parifh church of the village where he 
has a country-houfe. But this donation 
was not the offspring of pride or vanity, 
or any interefted paflion, but proceeded 
from the fublime fentiment that God is 
the Father of all, and that the fincere wor- 
Ihip of every religion, promotes his glory, 
and tends to complete the wife defign of 
hi& providence in creating the world. 

" The perfon immediately beneath us, 
in a round hat and boots, and with a whip 
in his hand, is a merchant, who, by Ibme 
bold and keen ftrokes in trade, has rifen 

fuddenly 
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fuddenly i to wealth. He is juft going 
out of town, to an eftate he has purchafed 
at a few miles diflance, where he is now 
building a very handfome villa. The firft 
ftone of this edifice was laid about three 
months ago; but, fuch is the uncertain 
ftate of human affairs, that before it can be 
glazed, the matter of it will be in his cof 
fin. 

c< The man with whom he is engaged 
in converfation, is an architect; who, with 
fome little genius, a great mare of prudence, 
and the mod perfevering induitry, has raif- 
ed a very large fortune. He was bred a 
feulptor, and in that difficult profeflion, 
would never have rifen above mediocrity ; 
but when he was already advanced in life, 
it appeared to him that there was a mofl 
favourable opening for an enterprifing ar 
chitect in this country : He, therefore, 
commenced that profeflion -, and though 
he, at firft, built fome houfes without flair- 
cafes, and was guilty of fimilar blunders in 
H 3 the 
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the erection of others, yet, by unremitting 
induftry, and adopting a novelty of flruc- 
ture, he advanced himfelf into very great 
employmentj and, by the force of his per- 
fevering genius, he will leave behind him 
fome monuments of his architectural (kill, 
that will preferve his profeffional name 
both from contempt and oblivion. 

" The little man who ispufhing through 
the crowd, and has a nod, a fmile, or a 
compliment for every one he pafles, is 
an adventurous (lock-broker. His head is 
full of nothing but fine houfes, elegant 
equipages, and all the trappings of luxuri 
ous life : For if the public funds remain 
at their prefent price till next Monday, 
and there is no apparent reafon why they 
fhould fall, he will be (ixty thoufand 
pounds richer than he is at this moment : 
but, alas ! he is on the verge of ruin. A 
fmall party of bank directors are, at this 
moment, forming a fcheme for the advan 
tage of certain individuals, which will give 

fuch 
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fuch an unexpel?d turn to the bufinefs, as 
will d ;rken all his golden proipects ; and, 
on casing up his accounts on Monday 
evening, he will find him felf a debtor for 
twenty thoufand pounds more than he has 
the means to pay. This fort of men com- 
pofe die gamblers of commerce, who rife 
into fuddcn riches without refpecl, or fink 
into as fudden ruin without commifera- 
tion. 

" The tall, elderly gentleman," continued 
Afmodeus, " who ftinds at the left of the 
ftatue in the centre of the Exchange, and is, 
at this moment, enlivening himfelf with a 
pinch of fnuff, is of a very different clafs. 
He is that truly refpectable character, of 
which it muft be acknowledged there are 
many in this great city, that ennobles 
commerce. Such is the nature of his 
concerns, and fuch his fkill and inte 
grity in conducting the courfe of them, 
that his own private advantage may be 
truly confidered as a public benefit. 
H 4 By 
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By the commercial exertions of fuch men, 
the public wealth is augmented, general 
induftry is rewarded, and growing manu 
factures encouraged ; and they become, as it 
were, the chief fprings of that grand com 
mercial machine which difpenfes, through 
all the channels of individual induftry and 
ingenuity, fb much benefit to general foci- 
ety, and tends fo effectually to increafe the 
national profperity. The Britifh merchant 
fitting in his accompting-houfe, and arrang 
ing the concerns of his extenfive commerce, 
is an object, whether we conlider him in a 
political or philofophical view, of the firft 
refpect and confideration. At the moment 
he commands the produce of the dift-ant 
world to flow into his warehoufes, he for 
wards the cultivation of his own country, 
fets the wheel of the Britifh manufacturer 
in motion, holds forth the reward of in 
duftry to the active, and animates, by his 
encouraging liberality, the exertions of ge 
nius ; while every wind that blows, fares 
to quicken the progrefs of his numerous 

fhips 
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fhips to fome or other of their various def- 
tinations in the different quarters of the 
globe. How fuperior is fuch a man, in 
the eye of reafon and of Pleaven, to the 
Noble of a thoufand years, who has received 
his hereditary pofieflions without a fingle 
effort of his own, and enjoys them, even in 
the moft favourable defcription, under the 
influence of hereditary pride, elegant paf- 
fion, or refined luxury ! 

" But what is that little man," faid Don 
Cleofas, (t with his wig fo finely powdered, 
and is now buflling through the crowd, 
with fuch apparent impatience ?" " He is . 
a very bufy, talkative tradefman," replied 
Afmodeus, " who is haftening to a CofFee- 
houfe, to get a glafs of bitters, for the pur- 
pofe of giving a very keen appetite, a more 
than common keennefs, in order to do his 
duty at an eleg/int dinner, of which he i.s 
this day to partake. He is one of the com 
mon council of this city, and has joined his 
brethren of the fame ward with himfdf, in 
H 5 paying 
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paying their alderman, who is at this time 
Lord-Mayor, the compliment of inviting 
him to a public dinner given by themfelves. 
Thefe men are all tradefmen, who com 
plain moft bitterly of the fcarcity of money, 
the weight of taxes, the progrcfs of luxury, 
and the dulnefs of trade ; and have, there 
fore, confulted a very wife ceconomy in 
the propofed dinner, by ordering it at fo 
low a price as ten guineas a head." 

" Pray explain to me," faid Don Cleo- 
fas, " the bufiaefs of a man whom I have 
obferved in different parts of the Exchange, 
fpeaking to difK rent people, and as con 
tinually noting ibmething in his pocket- 
book, which he carries open in his hand." 
" That is the printer of a newfpaper," an- 
fwered Almodeus, " who oftentimes fre 
quents this pla :e to collect articles of in 
telligence. He is now minuting one of a 
very curiou.-, narure, of which he has not 
khv_ . !ed.,e i^'hc ent to difcover the object, 
and for which he bows as thankfully as if 
i he 
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he could prove it to be true. It was com 
municated to him by an arch, ittV dry- 
falter, and affirms, that the reafon of the 
King of PruJJia having fent a 1 \r^e body of 
Wallachians into his duchy of Lepjbcrg y on 
the Danube, is on account of the Emperor 
having demanded of the King of Poland, 
part of the northern province of Farthing- 
mama, with its harbour on the ifland of 
Cyprus, in the Archipelago. With this im 
portant intelligence he will haften home, to 
give it immediately to the prefs; and if it 
were not for the perfon who corrects it for 
him, and who, on looking in the geogra 
phical dictionary for the right orthography 
of Farthingmania, will difcover that there 
is no fuch place, this curious paragraph 
would actually appear, to enlighten he po 
litics of to-morrow. 

" The tall, thin man," continued Afmo- 
deus, " immmediately beneath us, who is 
talking with fo much earneftnefs to the lit 
tle congregation around him, was lately a 
H 6 tradefman 
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tradefman of fome eminence, whofe houfc 
and warehoufes, with all their contents, 
were, about a week ago, confumed by fire. 
He is relating the hiftory of his misfortune 
with a degree of fenfibility of which his 
audience has no idea. The love of good- 
living, and a partiality to convivial enjoy 
ments, having outrun his commercial pro* 
fits, he found himfelf in fuch a ftate of em- 
barr ailment, that, in order to avoid the dif- 
grace of bankruptcy, he determined to fet 
his houfe on fire, and to avail himfelf of a 
policy of infurance, to receive much more 
than he had loft ; by which means, with 
the affiftance of his numerous friends, he 
hoped to begin the world again with every 
profpecl of fuccefs, and the entire preferva- 
tion of his public character : He, there 
fore, contrived to fet a barrel of oil in 
flames, in one of his warehoufes, which, 
communicating very rapidly in the precife 
direction that he wifhed, foon left him 
without houfe or merchandize. But as 
even honeft men often fail of fuccefs, fo the 

rogue 
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rogue is fometimes the dupe of his own ar 
tifice. His fon, though particularly di 
rected by^ him to that effect, had neglected 
to renew the policy of infurance, fo that 
the lofs is all his own ; and his only con- 
folation arifes from the reflection, that he 
cannot now be fufpected of the heinous 
crime which he had committed: but this, as 
you may fuppofe, is not very great ; for 
however he may tell the ftory of his mif- 
fortunes, he curfes, in his heart^ the fatal 
neglect, by which he has loft every thing 
in the world, but his reputation ! 

" A little beyond this honeft, but im- 
fuccefsful tradefman, you muft difa/ver a 
perfon rather of a mean appearance, who 
holds a large golden-headed cane immedi 
ately under his chin, and is converfing with 
a man dreffed in fhabby black, and who 
has the air and look of a clergyman. He 
is a Scotchman, and a merchant of great 
confutation j and is one of thofe men, a 
character not uncommon among his c >un- 
5 trymen, 
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trymen, \vho by an active and perfevering 
induflry, have rifcn from the loweft fitu- 
ation of menial fir vice, to thehigheft rank 
of the mercantile profeffion. As there are 
fome (insular features in his hiftory, and 
v, ill dcfcribe, in fbiye decree, a very pre 
vailing charactcrirlic of the Scotch nation, 
I fhall anuife you with an hafty iketch 
of it. 

tc Born of the lowefl clafs in his own 
, country, and feeing no profpe6t there of 
raifing himfelf into any thing berter, he 
determined to follow the example of thou- 
fands of his countrymen, in feeking a 
better fortune in the capital of England. 
For this purpofe, he bid* adieu to his na 
tive city, and fet out on foot, with the hope 
of return 1 ng, if ever he fliould return, by 
the all; fiance of other legs than his own. 
He had not yet reached the confines of En 
gland, when, being benighted on his way, 
he .nadethat application to the holpitality 
of a gentleman, to whofe houfe he had ac 
cidentally 
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cidentally wandered, which hofpitality ne 
ver fails to grant. Here he was received, 
and kindly entertained. The fituation of 
the place appeared a paradife td him ; and 
learning that the matter of it had been 
originally an adventurer of his own clafsi 
who became enabled, by his induflry and 
good fortune, to return to the place of his 
nati nty with the affluence which had pur- 
chafed all the comforts he then enjoyed, 
the idea infpired our northern pilgrim with 
new vigour and expectation, gave frefli 
flrength to his limbs, and added many a 
mile to the journey of the day. The grand 
object which played on his fancy, folaced his 
wearinefs, and animated his hope, was, the 
charming retirement and comfortable en 
joyments which he had juft left behmdhim. 
Nor could there be a more cheering reflec 
tion to his bofoin, that it was within the 
reach of poflibjiity to; him to be one day 
pofTeired of fimilar bleftiiigs. * No pain,' 
faid he, * no labour, no inconvenience or 
< danger fliould 1 think too much, if, by 

' bearing 
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c bearing the one, or encountering the 
' other, I could, at any period of my life, 
c fecure to myfelf fuch a fituation of com- 
' fort and independence, as that which I 

* have lately feen fo well enjoyed ; and in 
' which I would relieve and encourage the 

* adventurous traveller, as I myfelf have 
' been received and encouraged.' Such 
was his ejaculation on entering London, 
with his little bundle hanging upon a flick 
acrofs his fhoulder, and one folitary half- 
crown in his pocket. 

" A Scotchman, and the proceeding 
is a wife one, though he may fometimes 
make a venture, feldom puts every thing 
to the rifque ; and our traveller had not fet 
out from home without procuring a letter 
of recommendation to a countryman in 
London. This ienfiblc precaution loon pro 
cured him a fituation in the iervice of an 
eminent warehoufeman, where he did any 
thing, and every thing that was required of 
him. By attending carefully to the bufi,- 

nels 



nefs of his matter, he acquired a perfect 
knowledge of it; and by employing his 
leifure hours in enquiring into the bufinefs 
of the neigbouring tradefmen, he obtained 
a knowledge of theirs ; and by never fpend- 
ing an idle farthing, he, of courfe, accumu 
lated his wages. At length, fuch was his 
induftry, his integrity and his information 
that, having rifen from one degree of con 
fidence to another, he was recommended 
by his mafler as a fit perfon to be entrufted 
with the care of a conliderable cargo, which 
was to be fent as a venture to one of the 
Britifli Colonies in North America. He 
made the firft voyage with fo much fuc- 
cefs, that he was requefted to conduct a 
fecond. He now not only confidered the 
advantages of his principals, but paid fome 
little attention to his own j and employ 
ed the money he had faved, which now 
amounted to a confiderable fum, in pro 
viding inveflments for himfelf. The fe 
cond voyage was equally advantageous with 
the firft i and a third was undertaken, which 

was 



1 86 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

was more fortunate even than the former. 
But being at length poilcfTed of a handfome 
capital of his own, he^was determined, in 
future, to act entirely for himfelf : and hav 
ing laden a veffel with choice commodities 
of every kind, he arrived with his cargo at 
the defined port , where, from his frequent 
voyages, he was well known, and his up 
right conduct univerfally efteemed. There 
he opened his warehoufes, and offered fuch 
a variety of ufeful articles for fale, as had 
never been feen in that country. He alfb 
entered upon a retail trade, which had never 
yet been praclifed there; a circumftance 
which, as it was attended with the greatefl 
convenience to the inhabitants, proved pro- 
portionably beneficial to him. In fhort, 
he was the fir ft trader who cut a yard of 
cloth for fale in that part of the world. 
This fpirited commercial novelty, was pro 
ductive of fuch univerfal benefit, as to at 
tach the whole cuftom of the colony to 
him j and he took care to prefcrve it : 

fo 
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fo that, in a few years, he left America, not 
only with a considerable fortune, but 
the general regard and confidence of the 
people among whom he had lived, and re 
turned to pafs the reft of his days in his 
native country. 

" At this period, the houfe and eflate in 
Scotland, which has been defcribed as fli- 
mulating his induftry, and the idea whereof 
had never ceafed to animate his endea 
vours, happened, from the death of its hof- 
pitable owner, to be upon fale-. On the 
information of this very iingular circum- 
ftance, our fuccefsful trader did not hefi- 
tate a moment in fetting off for the North, 
and foon became the mafter of a place, 
where, fome years before, his benighted 
fteps had conducted him to afk a charitable 
reception. Here then we might fuppofe 
him to have attained the fummk of human 
happinefs, being in poiTeflion of that fitua- 
tion to which his wifhes had fo long afpi- 

rcd, 
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red, and enjoying that opulence, which 
would enable him to poffefs it in comfort 
and independence. But, however the no 
velty of edfe and retirement might amufe 
him for a time, a life of comparative idle- 
nefs did not accord with the habits of his 
mind. Since his firfl accidental vifit to 
the place of his habitation, his ideas and 
notions had undergone a very confiderable 
change , he had lived in a more genial 
and temperate climate ; the retirement of 
a village in Scotland, however beautiful, 
grew wearifome to him; his children afk- 
ed for eftablifhments in life, and his friends 
in America, being in great want of a con 
fidential agent in London, to conducl their 
commercial concerns in that city, he fold 
his northern paradife, 'returned eagerly to 
the metropolis, is become a very eminent 
American merchant, and lives in luxury 
and fplendour. His country-houfe was 
purchafed of a nobleman, who had lately 
built it, and whofe title it ftill retains ; 
he has his park and his hot-houfes, he 

lies. 
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fees, in fpring, the fruitage of fummer 
on his walls, and is rolled in a coach and 
fix from his accompting-houfe to his villa. 
While his fon figures as a fine gentleman 
about town, and his daughters rival, in 
manners and accomplimments, the beft 
education of the great world. 

" The flout young man who ft and s be 
hind him, is one of his clerks, and is actually 
on the point of running away with one of 
the young ladies. This connexion will, 
in a fhort time, elevate him to a lhare in 
the trade of his father-in-law, the whole 
of which he will, by degrees, contrive to 
fecure to himfelf j and, without the leaft 
compunction, will leave the old man, whofe 
expenfive mode of life has prevented the 
profits of his commerce from accumula 
ting, to retire to a corner of his fine feat in 
the country j there to manage, with a rigid 
and neceffary oeconomy, the leavings of his 
profuiion. 

"The 
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if The old gentleman to whom the mer 
chant is now directing his difcourfe, is a 
Scorch Baronet, of a very antient family, 
and a moft (ingular character. An hiflory 
of his adventures, or rather of his life, will 
not be unentertaining to you ; but as the 
relation would, atprefent, occupy that time 
which may be much better employed, I 
fhall referve it for a mcreleiiure hour. We 
will, therefore, change our fituation :" 
and, in a moment, Don Cleofas found 
himfelf feated, with his companion, on the 
top of an houfe, which commanded an en 
tire view of that eminent fcene of action, 
die Stock-Exchange. 

" Gracious Heaven!" exclaimed the 
Spaniard, <c what a confufion of voices 
iffues from the room beneath us! and 
what a crowd of people is pafling in and 
out of it." " Notwithflanding that bufy 
multitude," replied the Demon, "appears 
to be acting the fcene of Babel over again, 
every man has his brains involved in 

figures 
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figures and calculation j every atom of hu 
man thought in that room is impregnated 
with the effence of arithmetic. It is a 
place in which the great eft part of the 
fluctuating flocks of the public funds is 
bought and fold. It was built at the ex- 
pence of a very ingenious body of men, 
called flock-brokers, for the purpofe of 
carrying on their bufmefs without being 
liable to any interruption, but fuch as pro 
ceeds from one another, and is the fcenc 
of a more deep and artful fpecies of gam 
bling, than has ever been pradifed at any 
time or period, in any part of the world. 
I fhall not enter into an hiftory of this 
buiinefs, as you may find frequent and 
much better opportunities hereafter, of in- 
forn ;:ig yourfelf concerning this important 
excrefcence of Britiih wealth and credit. 
Belides, to tell you the truth, there is a par 
ticular fpirit who preiides over this extraor 
dinary commerce, and he might be offend 
ed, fhould he even lee me in my prefent 
pofition. I fhall, therefore, content myfelf 

with 
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with pointing out to you a few of thofe 
characters who offer themfelves to our im 
mediate view, and are very induftrious 
agents in this active and curious icene of 
public, defperate, and, as it may be pro 
perly termed, legitimate gambling. 

" The little man below us, in a brown 
coat, and with a wig of the fame colour as 
his coat, who is placing his fpectacles upon 
the very long nofe that nature has given 
him, to examine a paper he holds in his 
hand, has been a broker and flock-jobber 
for upwards of thirty years. At length> 
finding himfclf poffefled of upwards of 
forty thoufand pounds, he is determined. to 
quit the bufmefs, and to retire into the 
country, to pafs the reft of his days in peace 
and tranquillity. But fo violent, and fo 
continual have been the agitations of his 
mind, with the alternate hope of being 
rich, and the fear of being poor, that they 
have brought on a nervous diforder, which 
will never quit himj and his hand now 

flukes 
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makes in fuch a manner, that he is fcarce 
able to lift a glafs of Madeira, the liquor he 
loves beft, to his lips. 

The tall, thin, fmart looking man, who 
pafTes fo haftily by him, has his agitations 
alib; his hand, indeed, is Heady enough, 
but his fortune totters. He is a merchant 
of very fair charafter, but not being con 
tented with riling to opulence by the flow, 
but certain courfe of regular commerce, 
has been induced to fpeculate in the funds. 
In the commencement of the bufinefs, he 
proved extremely fortunate, but his fuc- 
ceeding ventures have been fo very un- 
fuccefsful, as to dilTipate his former gains, 
and to involve him in difficulties of a very 
alarming nature. He is now preparing to 
engage in a fcheme of fpeculation, by 
which he hopes to retrieve, at leaft, if not 
meliorate, his former fituation : but Fortune 
will fruflrate his defigns, difappoint his 
expectations, and fink him into irrecover 
able ruin. All his former comforts will 
VOL. I. I melt 
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melt away, his property be feized by 
his creditors j and his only hope will reft 
at laft, upon iucceeding to an employ 
ment in the gift of the Corporation of 
London, which will be juft fufficient, 
ihould he obtain it, to give him and his 
family the common necefiaries of life. 

(f Thofe two men who are whifpering 
together," continued Afmodeus, tc are en 
gaged in a bufmefs that requires the utmoft 
fecrecy, and is one of the many fpecies of 
knavery that are pracYifed in the place be 
neath us. They have entered into a fecret 
partnerfhip, the one to buy and the other 
to fell very large quantities of (lock, at a 
fixed price, on a certain future day; and 
they cannot fail of making a very large fum 
of money, without any rifque whatever, 
but the lofs of reputation to one of them. 
For the fuccefsful man, of courfe, Hands 
his ground, and receives all the advantage 
of his bargains ; while the other will flop 
payment, or rather he will pay nothing. 

They 
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They will then have a private meeting, 
andih are the profits, 

c< The man with the cane under his arm, 
who is writing upon a large pocket-book, 
in the ftreet, is a difgraced broker, who 
has made his fortune by a little arrangement 
of a fimilar nature. He had been commif- 
fioned by a trio of merchants, one of whom 
was a member of Parliament, to buy a very 
large quantity of flock, at a given price 
and time ; when, however, the day of reck 
oning came, his employers, who were like 
ly to lofe thirty of forty thoufknd pounds 
by the bufinefs, perfuaded him to conceal 
their names, take the whole lofs upon him- 
felf, and pay nobody ; for which underta 
king, they made him a prcfent of five thou 
fand pounds. This affair, indeed, difcharg- 
ed him from appearing again on the Stock 
Exchange; but by the intervention of a 
pettifogger of the trade, he carries on his 
ufual concerns; and, as you may fuppofe, 
is employed, protected and enriched, by 
I ? ' thofc 
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thole excellent perfons whofe reputation is 
in his power." 

te There is nothing, as you very well 
know, my good friend/' faid Don Cleo- 
fas, <f of which I am fo ignorant as, what is 
called, trade j neverthelefs, from the com 
mon notions that die entertains of it, I do 
not, at all, comprehend a man's having the 
liberty of paying his debts or not, as he 
pleafes, without being liable to the legal 
revenge of his creditors." cc The fpecies 
of commerce which we are now confider- 
ing," anfwered the Demon, " as I have 
before obferved, is nothing more or lefs, 
than a game of chance ; and all gaming 
beino- asainft law. no man can be obliged 

o o J o 

by law, to fulfill his engagements in it. 
The lofles proceeding from cards and dice, 
are not recoverable by legal procefs , and 
if a lofer at their refpeclive games, chufes 
to be conlidered as devoid of honour, and 
to abide by the difagreeable circumftances, 
to fay no worfe, of being regarded with 

coolnefa 
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coolnefs by his acquaintance, he may keep 
the money he has loft in his pocket. It 
is the fame with flock-jobbing -, the whole 
of that bufmefs proceeds on a principle 
of honour -, and if any one fhould prefer 
the difgrace of the Stock Exchange, to the 
ruin of his fortune, die alternative is at his 
own mercy. 

" But now permit me," continued Af- 
modeus, " to recommend to your attention 
a little figure of a man, who is buttling 
through the crowd in a travelling drefs, and 
looks as if he were in a fever, from the fa 
tigue of riding port. He is juft arrived ex- 
preis from Holland, with an account of a 
very alarming difturbance there, which, as 
it may operate in lowering the price of 
Stocks, for a few days, he has been dif- 
patched to give notice of it to particular 
perfons, that they may take advantage of 
the probable effect fuch a piece of intelli 
gence, when publicly known, may have on 
the market. But it frequently happens 

1-3 



198 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

that falfe expreflcs are fent, and particular 
news fabricated, by every fpecies of arti 
fice, both at home and abroad, for the vari 
ous purpofes of railing or finking the price 
of the funds, according as particular per- 
fons are interefted in having them lowered 
or advanced. Succefs, in this kind of gam 
bling, depends upon a knowledge of cir- 
cumftances, which it is very difficult for 
private individuals to attain ; for this buii- 
nefs of conjecture is of a very uncertain 
nature ; and, as in other games of chance, 
hangs upon what is called good or ill-for 
tune. Miniflers, however, who muft, of 
courfe, poffefs all the fecrets of government, 
have been frequently accufed of employing 
jheir knowledge to a very great advan 
tage in this fpecies of commerce. There 
is a man now living, whom I will, in a few 
days, difcover to you, in die fecret receffes 
of his cabinet, who availed himfelf of a 
very fhort-lived ilate of power, to pay his 
debts, make considerable purchafes, and 
enrich a few of his friends, by applying his 

fecret 
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fecret knowledge of particular political fi- 
tuations, to the certain gain of the funds. 
But while he went upon grounds that could 
fcarce fail, numbers of general fpeculators 
were undone ; and if a certain body of men, 
who belong to that great edifice juft belide 
us, called the Bank of England, had not 
made a very irregular ufe of their power, fo 
deep a game was played on the occafion, 
as to have involved in ruin fome of the 
moil confiderable merchants and bankers 
in the city of London. 

11 And now," faid the Demon, <e we 
v ill remove to the lecond a5t of the fame 
fa--ce :" and he had no fooner fpoke, than 
Don Cleofas found himfelf on the leads of 
an houfe that over-looked a principal part 
of 'Change-Alley. fe In that coffee houfe 
immediately beneath us," faid Afmodeus, 
many perfons whom you faw fo lately and 
fo deeply engaged in the bufy fcene of 
flock-jobbing, retire to talk over their bar 
gains, confult with their principals, and 
I 4 form 
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form new fchcmes and calculations for the 
morrow. 

" That gentleman in the corner, who 
is taking his coffee with fo much apparent 
complacency, is in a condition to fwallow 
poifon; and he is now hefitating on the al 
ternative, whether the next liquor that 
touches his lips, lhall be to fuftain or de- 
ftroy life. He was a moll refpedable 
country gentleman, of large fortune, and 
the beft character j as a provincial magif- 
trate he was unrivalled, and reprefented 
his county in Parliament. Having placed 
a younger fon in a banking-houfe, in the 
city, he was perfuaded, in order to ftrengthen 
its credit, to become a partner ; and it was 
already rifmg into eminence, when, to Ihield 
his fon from the confequences of fome im- 
prudencies, that might have had a very 
bad effecl on the united credit of their 
houfe, he entered into engagements that 
encreafed his embarrarTments ; and he then 
applied to the defperate game of flock-job 
bing 
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bing to retrieve his affairs, before the fe- 
cret of his former tranfactions fliould be 
revealed. To-morrow is the day of fet- 
tlement, and he forefees that nothing can 
fave him from ruin and difgrace. A faith 
ful friend has already prepared a veffel to 
take him to the continent ; where he will 
pafs the reft of his days, on a fmall annu 
ity allowed him by fome of his intimate 
connections, and in the vain endeavour to 
forget his former profperity. 

'* The tall man who fits in the next box 
to him, and has juft put fome fugar into 
the ink- (land inftead of his chocolate, and 
from whofe apparent embarralTments, one 
would imagine to be fuffering the fe 
vered frowns of fortune, is, at this mo 
ment one of her greateft favourites. He 
has been fo lucky as to gain a very large 
fum of money , and, in the agitations of 
his mind, from reflecting on the rifque he 
has run, and the danger he has efcaped, he 
wears all the appearance Of a perfon who 
I 5 has 
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has actually loft it. He is one of thofe 
prudent men, who have had their mo 
ments of imprudence, but lees the folly 
of flaking his property and happinefs on 
fuch an hazard, and will ufe his augmented 
fortune with that good fenfe and modera 
tion, which are the beft proofs that he de 
fer ves it." 

" But in the apartment above the coffee- 
room," faid Don Cleofas, " I behold a 
fccne of a very different nature. The per- 
fon whom I fee haranguing from a kind of 
pulpit, is, I fuppofe, a very eloquent 
preacher, whom the wifdom of govern 
ment has appointed to exert his talents, to 
check the propenfities of his hearers to this 
alluring vice of gambling, in the vicinity 
of that fpot where they are fo continually 
indulged." <f Ah, my good friend," re 
plied the Demon, and liniling a little at 
the fame time, " that man is an innocent 
minifter to the very folly againft which 
you fuppofe his declamation to be directed. 

He 
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He is an Auctioneer of the firft char cter, 
and is almofl univerfally employed to fell, 
in this public manner, the eftates, &c. 
which luxury > folly, caprice, and death 
transfer from one pofTeflbr to another. 
The quantity of landed property and other 
articles of value, which pafs through his 
hands in the conrfe of a year, is beyond 
your conception ; and his profits* as you 
may fuppoie, bear an adequate propor 
tion. He was originally a petty houfehold 
broker, falefman, and undertaker; he fur- 
nifhed the living with little fecond-hand 
articles, and the dead with that lafl of all 
conveniencies, called a coffin; while his 
wife made the fhrouds, that were to be 
their lafl apparel. But by perfevering in- 
duftry, an acute turn of mind, and oblig 
ing manners, he is rifen, by degrees, to be 
the firfl of his profeffion, and exercifes it 
in a manner that does equal honour to 
himlelf and juftice to his employers. He 
h i> now amailed a very large fortune, and 
enjoys it in a becoming manner. He has 

been 
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been elected one of the magiftrates of this ci 
ty, the duties of which he fulfills with fpirit 
and diligence -, and he looks forward, with 
no common expectation, to become one of 
of its reprefentatives in the fenate of the 
nation. But difeafe threatens to cloud his 
future profpects; and decrepitude, I fear, 
will accompany the clofeof his profperous 
life : For fuch is the life of a man conii- 
dered, in this climate of profit and lofs, if 
he does but acquire wealth j though he 
fhould lofe his health, fpirits, and, I may 
almoft add, his honour in the acquisition 
of it. In the courfe of the prefent fale, 
he has difpofed of feveral expenfive arti 
cles. The firil was the beautiful villa of 
a nobleman, who had become tired of it, 
becaufe he had made it fo compleat, as to 
leave no room for the paftime of improve 
ment. The fecond, was an old family feat 
and park, with a large adjacent eftate, to 
pay the gambling debts of its owner, who 
has not yet advanced to his thirtieth year. 
The third is the reverlionary right of a 

large 



. 



IN ENGLAND. 

large fum in the funds, after the death of 
three perfons, who have each a life-intereft 
in it ; a circumftance of fo affecting a na 
ture to the final inheritor, that he cannot 
fuffer his fenfibility to be on the rack with 
fuch an unfriendly expectation. He, poor 
amiable man ! loves them all too well to wiili 
their death ; and therefore, for an inconfi- 
derable immediate fum, has transferred the 
right of wifhing it, to a little Jew, who will 
not fail to exercife it with the moil fincere 
and daily devotion. The lot which is now 
waiting the decifive ftroke of the hammer, 
is a fnperb fuit of jewels, belonging to a 
naval officer ; who, having made a confi- 
derable fortune amid the thunder of war, 
has contrived to diffipate the greateft part 
of it amid the pleafures of peace : and he 
is now actually obliged to have recourfe to 
the brilliant paraphernalia of his wife, in 
order to fupport the difplay of a fine car 
riage,- and the eftablimment of an elegant 
honie during another winter. 

The 
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" The perfon who has purchafed the 
jewels is a very opulent citizen. He was 
originally a poor weft country -boy, that 
earn- to London in a very menial capacity ; 
and wan his way, by diligence and acute- 
nefs, to be a clerk in a merchant's ac- 
compting-houfe, in this city. At this 
period, a relation of his, and of as low 
origin as himfelf, proved to be heir of all 
the riches which an extortionate mifer had 
left behind him. This man, not knowing 
how to manage the immenfe fortune to 
which he had fucceeded, employed his 
young relation in that bufmefs, and, as it 
is fuppofed, rewarded him in a mod boun 
tiful manner indeed for the care and atten 
tion he exercifed in his affairs ; for he 
grew fuddenly into great wealth, has long 
been a citizen of confequence, holds him 
felf forth as a popular character, and can 
very well afford to give a couple of thou- 
fand pounds for a cafket of diamond, to 
adorn the perfon of his molt amiable wife. 

" But 
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fc But although," obferved Afmodeus. 
" I have no need of fubftantial food, your 
mortal Lordfhip requires a little folid fuf- 
tenance; and I will inftantly conduct you 
to the moft fuperb tavern in Europe, where 
your palate mall be regaled in as high a de 
gree by a cook, as your curiofity has been 
gratified by a devil." Don Cleofas moft 
readily affented to the proportion; and, 
having quitted their advanced fituation, 
they proceeded, like any other gentlemen, 
to the London -Tavern ; the extent and ele 
gance of whofe apartments, with the va 
rious preparations and conveniencies for 
the good things of the table, did not fail 
to call forth the utmoft aitonifnment of the 
noble Spaniard. ({ The very rent of the 
houfe," faid the Demon, " would afford a 
fplendid eftablifhment to a Spanifh gene 
ral, and all his family; while the money 
confumed in it, would maintain the \\hole 
army in the fer vice of your fovereign. At 
this very moment there are feveral different 
companies aflembled in its various apart 
ments, 
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ments, to gratify their palates, from two 
to five guineas a head. 

" How immenfe," exclaimed the Count, 
<c muft be the riches of this nation!" 
l( Their wealth," anfwered the Demon, " is 
fuperior to your moft elevated ideas of it j 
and if any thing can undo them, it will be 
that very wealth which is fuch a natural ob 
ject of your wonder. For fuch is their 
bravery, naval genius, commercial fpirit, 
and public credit, that they alone might 
almoft relift the united world. The enemy 
from without need not be an object of their 
apprehenfion. The combined fleets of the 
moil powerful nations of Europe, would 
not affect the mine] of a difcerning Britim 
politician with fo much real alarm, as this 
very edifice which now receives us j or, in 
other words, that fpirit of luxury, which 
could juftify its erection, and fupport it in 
profperity. Luxury, by weakening the 
principles and enervating the character of 

this 
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this magnanimous people, may, perhaps, 
in time, deftroy the vigour of the firft 
nation in the world." 

Dinner being ferved, they placed them- 
felves at the table ; and the Demon having 
taken upon him an human appetite, with 
an human form, they did jufticc to the ex- 
quilite repaft which was fet before them : 
and having invigorated their fpirits with a 
few glafTes of generous wine, and aided 
digeftion with a dim of coffee, the Count 
fuggefted to his companion that the hour of 
leifure now offered itielf, which he engaged 
to amufe, by relating the curious hiftory of 
the Scotch Baronet whom they had feen 
on the Royal Exchange. The Demon did 
not hefitate to fulfil his promife, and in- 
ftantly began his narrative, as follows : 



The 



2IO DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 



The Hijlory of a SCOTCH BARONET. 

Sir was born in Scotland, 

about the year 1716, and received the beft 
education of his countiy. By die death 
of his father, he came, at about the age of 
twenty- four, into the poffefllon ofaneftate, 
which afforded him the full power of in 
dulging a difpofition which was amorous 
to an extreme. The fame difpofition, at 
the age of twenty-feven, led him to Italy, 
where he pafled fever al years in the moil 
luxurious indulgence of his predominant 
pafTicn. Having fufFered his pleafures to 
take the lead of eveiy other confideratioji, 
he had forestalled the courfe of his remit 
tances to fuch a degree, that it was abfo- 
lutely neceflTary for him to feek a tempo 
rary retirement, till the ordinary current of 
his fupplies Ihould be reftored. 

~ For 
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t( For this purpofe, he took a formal 
leave of his friends of every denomination, 
and fought the retirement of a farm-houfe, 
at the foot of the Apennine mountains, at 
no great diftance from the city of Naples ; 
where, by leading a life of folitude and 
reflection, his mind, which was naturally 
ardent and enthufiaftic, became difpofed to 
receive any impreflion that external cir- 
cumftances might offer to it. 

" In this lituation, he read the few vo 
lumes he had taken to his retreat with 
him, again and again He happened acci 
dentally to alk his ruflic hoft if he had 
any book, of any kind whatever, in 
his poffelTion ? The countryman replied, 
that * he had no other books but fuch 
' as aflifted him at the fervices of the 
c church, except a fmall number of volumes 
' that he had found piled up in the corner 
' of an unoccupied room, when he came 
' to the farm ; and which, as they were 
* written in a language he did not under- 

* ftand, 
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' ftand, he had left as he found them ; fo 
* that, he apprehended, they would not be 
' in a condition to afford his guett any 
' amufement or information.' 

" The Baronet, who thought that he 
might find an Homer, a Virgil, or a Livy, 
among them, was impatient to enter on 
the refearch ; and in an uninhabited cham 
ber, at a deferted corner of the houfe, 
which had once been a {lately tower, he 
found the covers of feveral volumes, whole 
interior parts had been deftroyed by the 
vermin of that quarter. He, however, con 
tinued to examine every part of this long 
forfaken fpot; till, under an heap of rub- 
bifh, he difcovered a book that appeared 
to be entire ; and his furprize became in- 
expreflihle, when, on opening the covers, 
he found it to be anEnglifh Bible, not one 
page of which was defiled by the damps 
of the place, or had been touched by the 
vermin, who had deftroyed the reft of this 
little library. 

" Sir 
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t( Sir 's education, which 

had been rather of a religious caft, had 
rooted in his mind a veneration for the fa- 
cred volume, which the continual diilipa- 
tions of his paft life had not been able to 
eradicate ; fb that the circumftance of re 
covering a copy of it, in his own language, 
in fuch a place, and in fuch an extraordi 
nary manner, produced a firm perfuafion 
in his mind, that the facred character of 
the volume was the indubitable caufe of 
its miraculous prefervation. This idea, at 
firft, played upon his fancy, and, at length, 
inflamed it ; fo that by continually rumi 
nating on the ftrange event of an Englifh 
Bible being found in a corner of an old 
manfion, inhabited by a farmer, at the foot 
of the Appenine mountains, his imagina- 
nation was quickly elevated to higher con 
jectures, which ended in a firm belief that, 
for fome gracious purpofe of Providence to 
himfelf, the intervention of a fuperior prae- 
ternatural agency had been permitted, and 

that 
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that an actual miracle had given this bible 
into his pofleflion. 

" Under thefe impreffions, as might be 
naturally expected, he began not only to 
read, but to (ludy the infpired pages with 
the mofl ardent attention ; when, after 
many reiterated perufals, he fixed the ftan- 
dard of his enthufiafm in the revelations of 
St. John ; from whofe prophetic vilions, 
his heated imagination acquired that ardour 
of Devotion which has governed every fuc- 
ceeding period of his life. 

" Where Jhall we find faith upon the 
Earth ? was an enquiry which he was de 
termined to purfue at the riique of every 
comfort of life, and, if neceflary, of life 
itfelf. And with this exclamation for his 
motto, he fallied forth from his retirement, 
with all the devotion, zeal and undaunted 
fpirit of enterprize, which diftinguifhed 
the antient champions of the crofs. 

u Though 
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" Though a good clafiical fcholar, he 
was unacquainted with thofe tongues which 
were eiTentially neceflary to his abode in 
Palejline t a country which he was deter 
mined to vifit, with all the humility of a 
pilgrim, and the refolution of a martyr. 
With the knowledge he already poffeiTed, 
and the enthufiafm that now inflamed his 
mind, a (hort refidence in one of the 
iflands of the Archipelago, was fufficient 
to give him fluency in the modern Greek. 
But this was not all : He thought it ef- 
fential to his future purpofe, to acquire an 
equal proficiency in the Oriental tongues j 
and, for this end, he paid a vifit to the 
ill and of Malta y where he found every 
opportunity of making the progrefs he 
delired. Here he intended to take up his 
abode, till his ardent zeal had acquired 
the only qualifications that now remained 
to fit him for his eaftern expedition. But 
here his pilgrimage concluded : For in 
this little fpot, facred to the remaining 

church 
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church militant heroifm of Chriftian knight 
hood, he found, as he thought, that faith 
which was the grand obje6t of his enthufi- 
aftic refearch ; and, having found ir, he 
made a folemn vow to live in its prefence, 
and continue the worfhip of it, till he 
fhould have attained that degree of religi 
ous ftrength, and that ftate of .human per- 
feclion, which would enable him to retire 
from its influence, without any pofiible 
danger from the contamination of the 
world. 

In order, therefore, that he might be 
untroubled with all worldly concerns, and 
purfue the ardent career of his devotions 
without any interruption, he , gave orders 
to his agent in Scotland, to prepare a gene 
ral conveyance of all his eftates to his 
younger brother, with a refervation to him- 
felf of a certain income, during his life, 
for his own perfonal maintenance, and the 
calls of charity. He ordered this bufmefs 
to be completed with all pofiible difpatch ; 

and 
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and that his fteward fhould, himfelf, bring 
the deeds to Malta, that there might be no 
delay in the completion of his enthufiaftic 
defign, and no want of form in the execu 
tion of this extraordinary grant. 

(e Being thus unftiackled from the con 
cerns of the world, he yielded himfelf a 
willing Have to the fervitude of devotion : 
not only obferving every, the mod minute, 
rite of the religion he had embraced, but 
performing every act of charity, humilia 
tion, and penitence, that his pious zeal 
fuggefted to be necefiary to that perfection 
and holy triumph, which he humbly hoped 
that he fhould one day attain. 

His raiment was mean, and his food of 
the coarfeft kind, of which he took no 
more than was juft iufficientto fuftain life. 
His purfe was open to the relief of every 
kind of diftrefs -, and as an initiation to the 
higher duties of Chriilian charity, he began 
VOL. ! K with 
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with the lowefl ; and during the courfoof 
feven years, he daily attended the public 
hofpitals, and afiifted the fervants in per 
forming the moft menial offices for the 
maimed, the infirm and the fick. 

" That a man of his rank and fortune, 
who had become fuch a zealous convert to 
the Roman religion, mould be held in the 
higheft eflimation by the bigotry of the Mal- 
tcfe champions, is a natural conlequence. 

The Grand Mafter paid Sir 

every mark of refpecl: in his power, and 
offered him all .the honourable diftinftions 
which he polfeffed the privilege of bellow 
ing. But the Catholic Baronet humbly 
retreated from all favour or precedence, 
and continued to win his way, by flow de 
grees, and in all poffible humility, to that 
fpiritual elevation, to which his foul fo 
ardently afpired. 

" With the religion of Malta, he ac 
quired al) the fanaticifm of its inhabitants : 
i One 
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One time he thought himfelf pofTefTed by 
the Devil ; at another, he fancied himfelf 
bleffed with feraphic vifions ; and, during 
his folitary mufmgs in the well-known ca 
verns of the ifland, which he ufed to make 
the frequent fcene of his pious meditations, 
he has often been charmed with the fan 
cied voice of a tender mother, who, while 
he was yet a boy, had been coniigned to 
her laft repofe, in the fepulchre of her 
fathers. 

" This kind of life he continued to lead 
for near thirty years ; when, after a fenes of 
continual and painful ftruggles, believing 
himfelf to have attained that flate of per 
fection to which he afpired, he quitted the 
ifland of Malta , and, after parting fome 
time in Spain and France, he at length re 
tired to a town on the nethermoft part of 
the Continent; where, carelefs of exterior 
appearance, and inattendve to the con- 
cerns of the world, he hoped to pafs his 
whole tune in offices of devotion, and the 
K 2 pleafures 
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pleafures of fublime contemplation ; pa 
tiently waiting to exchange this fublunary 
ftate for that perfect and eternal happi- 
nete which he believes to be already pre 
pared for him. 

" But though Sir had found 

faith, he could not as yet find peace upon 
the earth. A woman, who was the daughter 
of a kind of upper-fervant to his father, had 
been fo far the object of his youthful paf- 
fion, as to have had a child by her young 
matter, which, as well as herfelf, he pro 
vided for at the time, in a manner fufficient 
to give a befitting fubfiftence to them 
both ; without concerning-'himfelf any far 
ther about them. The child grew up to 

manhood, was entered into the fea-fervice, 

' + 

and had even paid a viftt* to his father at 
Mai fa j where, indeed, he received no other 
encouragement but the expences of his 
voyage, and a requeft to depart imme 
diately from the if land. 
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" When, however, the Baronet ap 
proached fo near to his own country as the 
oppoiite coaft, the woman herfelf began 
to have her projects : ambition fired her 
mind, and fhe paid her former lover a 
very unwelcome vifit at his retreat in a 
town in the Auftrian Netherlands; when 
fhe fet to work on the pious weaknefs of his 
mind, and urged it as a neceflary act to 
his perfection, and her happinefs, that he 
fhould now perform the only act of retri 
bution that remained, in his power, for his 
original (eduction of her,- which was to 
make her his wife. In fhort, on her en 
gaging to quit him as foon as the cere 
mony was over, he confented to comply 
with her- requefl; and. fhe returned to 
Scotland, not only an honeft woman, but 
a lady into the bargain. 

" It had been, the frequent boaftof this 

pious Knight, that he had ftruggled with 

the Devil for upwards of twenty years, and 

had at length gained a compleat victory 

K 3 over 
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over the arch-enemy of human nature, 
But he had now every reafon to think, that 
his conquered antagonift, having got him 
again into the world, was beginning to 
rally in a new form, and that his mortal 
warfare was not yet compleated. For this 
marriage, according to the laws of Scot 
land, not only legalized the mother, but 
legitimated the foiij who, on that account, 
began to talk aloud of making fome claim 
upon the property which his father had 
conveyed away to the then natural fuc- 
ceffor to it. But the actual, and indeed 
legal poffeflbr of thefe eftates, though 
they had been doubled in their value fince 
they were transferred to his pofleflion, was 
fo mortified and enraged at finding him- 
felf fo fuddenly, as well as unaccountably 
deprived of his fuccefiion to the family 
honours, that he refufed, with extreme 
indignation, to allow his very unexpected 
nephew any, the moft trifling means of 

fupport. Indeed, Sir began 

to entertain fome apprehenfions, that he 

Ihould 
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fhould be forced to apply compulfory 
means, to fecure the payment of the an 
nuity that he had referved to himfdf. 
In fhort, he had ftill knowledge enough of 
the world left to difcover, that if he wiflied 
to have another hour of tranquillity, he 
muft make an extraordinary effort to fecure 
it j and he is accordingly come over to 
England, after an abfence of forty years, to 
try if he cannot bring his brother to act 
with juflice to all parties. In this bufmefs 
it is the interefl of the latter to acquiefce; 
and, having long been in the habit of pur- 
fuing his intereft, he will not, on this occa- 
iion, act in oppofition to it. This agreeable 
information was communicated to the old 
Baronet this very morning, by the Scotch 
merchant, with whom we faw him conver 
ting on the Royal Exchange. In afewdays> 

therefore, Sir will return to the 

continent, with encreafed confolation ; and 
will there clofe his eyes in the full af- 
furance of all the glorious promifes of that 
religion to whofe fervice he has devoted 
fo large a portion of his life." 

No 
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No fooner had the Devil upon Two 
Sticks concluded this curious hiftory, than 
their ears were faluted with the repeated 
huzzas and acclamations of the company 
over them ; which occafioning fome degree 
of terror, as well as furprife, in die mind of 
the Count, he demanded, with a look and 
tone of much impatience,, the caufe of what 
he had heard., " Be not alarmed," re 
plied his companion, " the fhouts, how 
ever they may affect you, are thofe of joy 
and feftivity, and proceed from a grave 
body of the magistrates and common-coun 
cil of London^ who are now giving a- very 
fumptuous entertainment to a great naval 
officer, as a public mark of their gratitude 
for the fervices he performed for his coun 
try during the late war ; and as they drink 
the healths of certain popular characters, 
they accompany their libations with the 
eomplimentary acclamations that have 
faluted our ears, and which are fufficiently 
loud to occafion the Admiral,. however ac- 

cuftomed. 
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cuftomed he may have been to the roar of 
cannon, a moil violent head-ach. 

<e This is the fame valiant commander 
whom I yefterday fhewed you in the Park, 
and who, within thefe three years, could 
not have obtained credit for a guinea of 
any one member of the corporation which 
is now fo highly honoured with his pre- 
fence. You might imagine, perhaps," 
continued Afmodeus, <( that a fword en 
riched with diamonds, or a maflive fervice 
of plate, would, either of them, have been 
a more becoming compliment to a virtuous 
commander, than a fylendid banquet, of 
which he has not the appetite to partake. 
But the confiderate body of men who 
have voted this honour, being all engaged 
in trade, did not chufe to meddle with war 
like weapons ; and, as to the plate, they 
wifely reflected, that they fhould never be 
invited to partake of the good things that 
might be ferved upon it : They, there 
fore, determined to give the Admiral a 
K 5 luxurious 
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luxurious dinner ; which, though it only 
affords an empty meal to his vanity, ad- 
minifters a folid comfort to their gorman 
dizing ftomachs. 

" To fay the truth, among the vices of 
this country may be reckoned a too great 
love of the table; or, in the common 
phrafe, of eating and drinking,- and the 
Demon who prefides over this department, 
boafts of its fuperior power. It not only 
pervades the fcenes of pleafure, but the moft 
ferious bufinefs of fociety. Public chari 
ties are flrftained by feafts, private tranf-' 
adiions lofe their difficulty of arrangement, 
amid the pleafures of the table : The ad- 
miniftration of juflice muft be accompanied 
with a regale ; and the poor, of almoft 
every parifh in the kingdom, would be 
ftarved, if a good dinner did not crown 
the labours of thofe who are appointed to 
fuperintend fuch an important fervicc. 
In the room adjoining, the kitchen and eel- 
liar of this tavern have, by their united 

powers, 
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powers, juft fettled a complicated difpute 
in the courfe of an afternoon, which nine 
years expenlive druggie in the courts of 
law and equity had not been able to con 
clude. Bacchus and Ceres have fo much 
influence in this country, that Venus her- 
ielf is fometimes made fubfervient to 
them." 

" But, by the account you have given of 
the bufinefs," obferved Don Cleofas, " this 
fame eating and drinking feems to be pro 
ductive of much real good." " The re 
mark is rather fhrewd," anfwered Afmo- 
deus ; <( but my obfervations were not of a 
tendency to prove that eating and drink 
ing did not fometimes produce good ; but 
that good fhould not be made to depend 
upon eating and drinking. 

" However, I muft now," continued 
Afmodeus, " requeft your permiflion to 
conduct you to your hotel. A very par 
ticular commiflion, of which I will relate 
the refult to-morrow morning, compels 
me to abfent myfelf from you till that 

time : 
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time : We can take another opportunity to 
peep into the nocturnal fcenes of" this part of 
the city." The bill was immediately or 
dered, and paid ; the amount of which, the 
Count could not help obferving, was equal 
to the fupport of a very genteel family at 
Madrid for a week ; and the Demon, with 
his ufual celerity, bore away Don Cleofas 
to his apartment at the other end of the 
town. 
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